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ovt, private sector
“join hands to ensure
ample black clothing

GARMENT MANUFACTURERS, MODERN TRADERS.FALL IN LINE AMID
FIVE-TO-TENFOLD RISE'IN DEMAND; WARNING ON OVERCHARGING

PETCHANET PRATRUANGKRAI
THE NATION P

(e
THE public and private sectors are
working hard to distribute more
stocks of black clothes and ribbons
in the market to serve the five-to-
tenfold rise in demand from
MOUTTIErS.

Garment manufacturers have
given firm assurances that more
black clothing will be available this
week.

The Commerce Ministry will
join hands with manufacturers to
provide black ribbons free to the
general publie, and with garment
manufacturersand modern traders
to sell cheap black clothes from
Friday-Sunday at department
stores nationwide. )

Retail prices will start from Bt89
for a T-shirt, Bt179 for a polo shirt
and Bt239 for a buttoned shirt.

Somchai Sajjapongse, perma-
nent secretary of the Finance
Ministry, said state-run banks
would jointly allocate a budget of
Bt400 million to subsidise the pro-
duction of black T-shirts for giving
away to the 8 million low-income

earnersregistered with the govern-
ment.

After meeting yesterday with the
Thai Garment Manufacturers
Association; the Thai Weaving
Industry Association, the Thai
Textile Bleaching Dyeing Printing
and Finishing Industries
Association and the Thai Retailers
Association, Deputy  Prime
Minister Somkid Jatusripitak said
garment producers and traders had
insisted that there would be an ade-
quate supply of black clothing this
week.

Merchandise has been in short
supply or sold out in some areas
since the weekend.

The ministry will take serious

legal action if any unscrupulous
trader is found overcharging cus-
tomers, Somkid said.

The government last week
.declared 30 days of national
mourning. Many people flocked to
markets to buy black or white cloth-
ing to take part in the mourning
and some shops reportedly hiked
prices to Bt150-Bt200 per piece
from the normal average of Bt80-
Bt100.

Somchai said the production
cost of a black T-shirt was Bt50,
which means the state-run banks
will allocate abudget of Bt400 mil-
lion to help relieve the expenses for
those 8 million people.

Commerce Minister Apiradi
Tantraporn said her ministry had
encouraged traders and producers
to sell goods as normal and not to
cheat consumers.

Thavorn Kanokvaleewong, pres-
ident of the Thai Garment
Manufacturers Association, said
clothing manufacturers had main-
tained their prices, as production
costs had not increased.

During this difficult period of
national grief, enterprises will help
provide a continuing supply of
black clothing and will not over-
charge, he said.

Bandid Pongsarojjanavit, secre-
tary-general of the Thal Weaving
Industry Association, said manu-
factures had increased output of
black fabrics by about 10 per cent.
There should be no need to import
fabries, as production could be
ramped up to serve the high
demand in the market.
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Ministry mulls further
stimulus measures

Boost sought during
period of mourning

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI .
e
The Finance Ministry is seeking fresh
stimulus measures to offset the slowdown
in activity during the mourning period and
ward off downside riskin the fourth quarter.

The measures, however, will not cppese
the feelings of Thai people at the moment,
said permanent secretary for finance Som-
chai Sujjapongse.

Finance Minister Apisak Tarmvorawong
has told his ministry to explore additional
measures to maintain economic momen-
tum during the three months to December.

The Finance Ministry will continue to
push promotions to ramp up private invest-
mert next year.

The ministry has forecast GDP growth
of 3.3% this year.

Mr Somchai said Mr Apisak had ordered
him to menitor business sectors that may
be hit during the mourning period.

The service sector, including exhibition
centres, hotels and entertainment, would
be affected as it would not be appropriate
to hold any celebrations, he said, adding
that the impact would be temporary and
not significant.

But officials must monitor and seek ways
to help those that are affected if the impact
turmns out to be long term.

Commenting on the effect on the capi-
tal market, he said that the situation had
become stable after the recent wild ride.

The local stock market last week expe-
rienced a roller coaster, dipping below the

' 1,400 mark during intraday trade from

1,504.34 points at the market close on Oct
7.The SET index clawed back more than 70
points or 5% on Friday from Wednesday's
close at 1,477.61 points.

Given the high volatility of the capital
market, the Finance Ministry has instructed
specialised financial institutions to prepare
for any emergency in case the financial
market faces chaos or a liguidity crunch.

The Bank of Thailand has also ordered
commercial banks to prepare plans for
any uncertainty that might occur, he said,
adding that turmoil is not expected.

The government has set up a centre
chaired by Prime Minister’s Office Minis-
ter Suwaphan Tanyuvardhana to monitor
the daily situation. .
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Govt to mint cremation coins

'WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI _"

The Treasury Department plans to
mint commemorative coins to mark the
cremation ceremony for His Majesty King
Bhumihol Adulyadej. )

Chakksit Parapuntakul, director-general
of the department, said it could take some
months to produce the coins, which also
need royal approvat,

The government has not anncunced
the cremation date yet, but has indicated
it will be held after the one-year mourn-
ing period.

The commemorative coins will have

an illustration of the royal crematorium
designed by the Fine Arts Department on
their backs, he said.

There will be four types of coins — 99%

- pure gold, silver as well as small-and large-

sized bronze.

The number of coins produced will
depend on advance orders, and the lowest
price for a coin will be set at 100 baht,
Mr Chakkrit said.

Ordinary coins with an illustration of
King Rama IX will still circulate in the
system, though they are likely to last
between seven and nine years, he noted.

The department alse aims to produce

200,000 more cupronickel coins which
commemorate the 70th anniversary of His ;
Majesty's reign following high demand for :
the coins.

About 2.8 million cupronickel coins, a
mixture of copper and nickel, to mark the
event have been sold.

Additionally, 10,000 gold coins and
50,000 silver coins made for the same occa-
sion were also sold out, though these kinds
of coins will no longer be produced.

Mr Chakkrit said the department still has

" 24 types of commemeorative coins, totalling

three to four million, linked to the late King. :
They are stilt available for purchase. ‘
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Govt puts cost of living
at top of agenda during

the

PETCHANET PRATRUANGKRAI
THE NATION m

HOLDING down the cost of living
and ensuring fairness to consumers
during the national mourning peri-
od is a government priofity, said
Deputy Prime Minister Somkid
Jatusripitak, who has instructed the
Commerce Ministry to set up a unit
to monitor prices every week,

Somkid said Prime Minister
Prayut Chan o-cha would iead the
Cahinet meeting today as usual,
and the cost of living would be at
thetop of the agenda.

The government will also find
measures to stimulate the econo-
my as the nation grieves and peo-
ple are in no mood to spend their
money.,

“The government is seriously
concerned about the cost of living.
The Tnew Commerce Ministry unit]
will report the prices of goods-
nationwide, and ensure that
traders and manufacturers do not
overcharge,” Somkid said.

The ministry has been instruct-
ed toset up a cost-monitoring
officain eachof the seven reglons

-of the country in erder to decen-
tralise the effort to keep pricesin .
check. ,

The regional offices will also
promote starf-up enterprisesin
each province. As well, the govern-
mentwill promote the "One
Tambion, Cne Smart Farmer”

ourning penod

SOMKID: The new unit witi report
the prices of goods nationwide,
and ensure that traders and
manufacturers do not overcharge.

scheme as a way fo promote effi-
ciency in trading and marketing at
the farmievel.

Somkid said he would lead a
delegation of businesspeople to
Vietnam next month for the
ACMECS (Ayeyawady-Chao
Phraya-Mekong Economic

- Cooperation Strategy) meeting

and for bitateral meetings with

~ Vietnamese enterprises, -

~ Hewill also lead a team afoffi-
cials to Beijing late this year for a
meeting of the Thai-China Joint
Committee on Trade, Investment;

~ and Economic Cooperation. The

team will seek cooperation with
China in various sectors, with an
emphasis on increasing Thai e-
commerce competency. '
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‘Mourning for our
beloved King is
NOT A CONTEST

e
W itnessing the deep love that we Thais have for

our King has been overwhelming in recent days. !
Tens of thousands gathered to watch His :
Majesty's final journey on Friday. Many left home before |
dawn and queued for hours after the Palace opened its
doors to moumers.

Users of social media, Facebook in particular, con- -
stantly updated their profile photos and status, mostly
to show deep respect and gratitude. j

Amid these heartening episodes came intemational- |
media reports of some foreigners complaining their i
vacation in Thailand had been ruined by the 30-day ban
on “overt entertainment” during the mouming period.
Well, there's no need to warry: Thailand has plenty of
entertainment options beyond bars. Lo

What is more surprising is the criticism being flung
around between Thals. Much of it involves mouming
dress.

A Polish tourist pictured wearing a black T-shirt and
mingling with mourners at the Grand Palace was bom-
barded with praise from Thais for showing such respect:

Meanwhile, some Facebook users said Thais wearing
! colourful shirts were showing disrespect and alack of

love for their King.
Among Thailand's more than 10 million Facebook
users, more than 90 per cent live in cities. Here, they
- never encounter rural folk who might not own black
shirts and don't have the money to buy them. in some
families, shirts are dyed black when a loved one passes
. away and children are allowed to wear what they have.
In an Instagram post, Paethongtarn Shinawatra, the
. youngest daughter of former prime minister Thaksin -

could not afford black shirts. She also asked for tolerance
for those still uploading photos of restaurant meals to

" Facebook and for those who haven’t changed their pro-

file photos to biack and white, pointing out that people
might be trying to avoid becoming depressed and that
there were other ways to express loyatty. Acomment
supportive of this post came from Princess Ubolratana
Rajakanya, the King's eldest daughter: “"Agreed.
Sometimes we need t0 ease misery or it would be
unbearabte.”

Several Facebook users also shared stories about
pr?or elderly people who have difficulty acquiring black
shirts.

Recognising the problem, the Finance Ministry and
state-owned banks are preparing to spend Bt400 mil-
lion on free handouts of black shirts for eight million reg-
istered low-income earners. ‘

Celebrities and wealthier folks have also started

¢ handing out free black clothing for moumers.

. {t'sinteresting to note here that Thais’ preference for
black and white as mourning colours only became a

¢ nom under King Rama V, when Thailand embraced

Western culture. in some parts of the country, a black rib-

i bon alone suffices as a syrmbol of grief,

Indeed, people have different ways to mourn.

. Wearing black does not signify greater toyalty. The King

left behind many vatuable teachings, especially on har-
mony in Thai society. Displaying more understanding
towards others in society is the first thing we cando to
honour is memory.

We can also refocus our attention on people who are

* doing good deeds in the name of the King. People offer-

ing a free motorcycle service for mourners fighting traffic
around the Grand Palace deserve praise, as do those who

. gave away free water and food boxes to the crowds.

Meanwhile there are thousands of teachers and doc-
tors following in the King’s footsteps by improving the
lives of people in under-devetoped rural areas.

There are farmers who are successfully ernbracing
the His Majesty’s agricultural ideas.

There are people who volunteer their time or money
to help others in need. : :

The King once said that any society where there was
carmpassion and generosity would enjoy peace and hap-
piness.

Thais have enjoyed that condition for a long time,
resulting in spontaneous warmth towards each other
and towards farefgn visitors. It is thus no surprise that
one foreign Facebook expressed surprise that some
Thais are fighting over the wearing of black. That image
is certainly not hew we want people to remember

. Shinawatra, asked for understanding for people who * | Thajland and ourKing,
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