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Yingluck’s rice compensation order signed

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI ¢ \ \
Deputy Finance Minister Wisudhi Srisu-
phan and finance permanent secretary
Somchai Sujjapongse have signed an
administrative order seeking 35.7 billion
baht in compensation from former prime
minister Yingluck Shinawatra over her
alleged dereliction of duty in the loss-rid-
den rice-pledging scheme.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has
given Mr Wisudhi the authority to sign the
order on his behalf, while Mr Semchai
signed it at the behest of Finance Minister
Apisak Tantivorawong, who is visiting the
US and Peru for meetings, said an informed
source at the Finance Ministry.

The administrative order is expected to
be submitted to Ms Yingluck within the next
few weeks, She can appeal the order if she
disagrees with it, the source said.

A panel formed to determine the com-
pensation, chaired by Comptroller-Gen-
eral’s Department director-general Manas

Jamveha, recently ruled that the former pre-
mier must pay 35.7 billion baht for her role
in a scheme that led to huge losses from the
2012-13 and 2013-14 crops.

The panel did not find Ms Yingluck
responsible for losses in 2011-12, as the
National Anti-Corruption Commission
and the Office of the Auditor-General
of Thailand had not informed her about
the alleged corruption at that time.

The two rice crops during 2012-14
incurred losses of 178 billion baht and Ms
Yinghuck is held liable to 20% of the loss,
while the government will seek others to
pay for the remaining 80%.

Justice Minister Paiboon Knomchavya is

.in chérge of finding others who are respon-

sible for the loss.

Previously, Commerce Minister Apiradi
Tantraporn had been authorised to sign an
administrative arder on Gen Prayut’s behalf
to demand 20 billion baht in compensa-
tion from former commerce minister Boon-
song Teriyapirom and five others for their

involvement in fraudulent government-to-
government rice sales.

Ms Apiradi autherised commerce
permaneni secretary Chutima Bun-
yapraphasara to sign on her behalf,

Of the 20 billion baht in compensation,
Mr Boonsong must pay 1.77 billion baht
and his then-deputy Poom Sarapol must
pay 2.3 billion baht. The four others are
required to pay 4 billion baht each.

The Yinghick government launched the
rice-pledging scheme in October 2011 to
fulfil a Pheu Thai Party election promise to
farmers who are the party’s voting base.

The pledging price was set at 40-50%
higher than the market price in hopes that
hoarding rice in massive stockpiles would
push up prices, but the scheme backfired.

A subcommittee analysing the rice
subsidy schemes’ accounting found that
15 such schemes run by prior governments
recorded a loss of almost 700 billion baht, of
which 537 billion was incurred during the
Yingluck government's four crops.
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