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NATION

Deputy Prime Minister Somkid Jatusripitak, centre in back row, presides over a signing agreement yesterday with
representatives of the public utilities and specialised financial institutions that are participating in the Big Data project.

PILOT PROJECT WILL
SEE INFORMATION
SHARED BETWEEN
POOL OF UTILITIES
AND STATE-OWNED
BANKS BEFORE GOING
GOVERNMENT-WIDE

WICHIT CHAITRONG
THE NATION

BIG DATA gathered from cus-
tomers’ accounts with public utili-
ties and state-owned banks will be
crunched under a pilot project des-
tined for expansion across all gov-
ernmentdepartmentsinaneffortto
make public services more efficient.

Deputy Prime Minister Somkid
Jatusripitak, yesterday presided
over a signing agreement between

the State Enterprise Policy Office,
the National Credit Bureau Co
(NCB), four state-owned enterpris-
es and nine specialised financial
institution on the data-sharing ini-
tiative. The initial scope will cover
electricity and tap-water services as
well as the financial services of
state-owned lenders.

Thegovernment aims to provide
better serviees for the people and
use Big Data to formulate more
effective government policies,
Somkid said. Useful information
would be shared and the public also
should be able to access such data,
he said.

Currently, most of the informa-
tion retained by the government
departmentsis treated as classified,
resulting in the data not being
shared among the departments.

Somkid assigned the National
Economic and Social Development
Board (NESDB), a state think-tank,
and the Finance Ministry to act as

twin centres for aggregating the
government data from these cus-
tomer accounts.

Somkid said that many govern-
ment departments lack sufficient
datato support policy development,
hindering the economic manage-
ment of the country as a whole.

“With more available data, the
government will be able to imple-
ment a tailor-made programme to
address the needs of specific groups
of people, while data privacy con-
siderations would apply in some
cases,” Somkid said.

Finance Minister Apisak
Tantivorawong, said that state
enterprises would join together to
setup adata company and the NCB
would be the largest shareholder of
this entity.

New entity planned

The NCB provides credit infor-
mation for financial institutions and
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for people who want to take out
mortgages or other types of loans
from banks.

Apisak said that it would take
about six months toset up the com-
pany and begin aggregating suffi-

cient data from the relevant agen-
cies.

The Finance Ministry is also
working on information-sharing
plans between the tax collection
agencies: the Revenue Department,
the Excise Department and the
Customs Department, he said.

Apisakbelieves thatthe Big Data
initiative would help small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)
to more easily obtain loans from
banks.

He also said that a more com-
prehensive data set would help the
government to better lay out eco-
nomic policies, especially on the fis-
cal front to support low-income
groups. Ultimately, the enhanced
information gathering could bene-
fit the 11.4 million people registered
under the welfare card programme
and who receive cash handouts of
Bt300-Bt500 a month, the finance
minister said.

Askedabout progress onthe wel-
fare programme, Apisak conceded
that some 1.5 million poor people
had not yet joined a career training
programme offered under the
scheme. Most of them are senior cit-
izens, are sick or have disabilities.
“Many of those who do not wish to
join the training programme are
satisfied with the current monthly
cash handouts, so we will not foree
them to participate,” he said.
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Ekniti Nitithanprapas, director
general of the State Enterprise
Policy Office, said that that under
the pilot project, the Metropolitan
Electricity Authority, the Provincial
Electricity Authority, the
Metropolitan Waterworks
Authority and the Provincial
Waterworks Authority would share
their information with the state-
owned banks. Information from the
NCB would also beused as a tool for
making policies to promote SMEs.

The next phase of the project
may include Thailand Post, Ekniti
said. With the latest initiative, there
are now two approaches being
implemented to harness the poten-
tial of Big Data for the country.

The Big Data scheme of the state
enterprises is a bottom-up
approach, while a top-down
approach on data analytics is being
implemented by the Electronic
Government Agency (EGA), a pub-
lic organisation.

The top-down approach, which
aims to aggregate all the informa-
tion of government, has progressed
slowly, according to government
officials.
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Somkid tasks NESDB with

creating information system

Greater transparency,
efficiency expected

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

Deputy Prime Minister Somkid Jatus-
ripitak has instructed the National Eco-
nomic and Social Development Board
(NESDB) to design the country’s big
data architecture,

Once the country’s big data system is
launched, all state agency information will
be connected, allowing people to access
the data in the next few vears, Mr Somlid
said after presiding over the contract sign-
ing ceremony of nine specialised financial
institutions and four public utility service
providers to share customer information.

With a good information system, state
enterprise efficiency and transparency will
increase, while the government's budget
will be spent on the right targets, he said,
adding that budget allocation will no
longer be in disorder, while the scheme
will help turn Thailand into a knowl-
edge society.

Mr Somkid says a big data system is
needed. WEERAWONG WONGPREEDEE

The data analytics system can help state
agencies create a connected industry eco-
system, enabling them to implement the
right polices.

The system can also be used as a tool
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to help the private sector investand make
strategic business decisions based on the
data, said Mr Somkid.

He said the technology is targeted to
help the government handle the abun-
dant data generated by state agencies,
achieving optimal henefits in government
decision-making and ensuring the suc-
cess of the country’s digital shift under the
Thailand 4.0 roadmap.

Mr Somkid said that he has also asked
the Finance Ministry to put big data analyt-
ics system installation on the front burner,

The big data system will help the
Finance Ministry implement its policies
more efficiently, while it can also link up
with the databases of the Public Health
Ministry, Labor Ministry and Interior Min-
istry, he said.

The government can also hire foreign
experts in instances when local experts
are not up to the system installation task.

Finance Minister Apisak Tantivorawong
said that the office of the permanent secre-
tary has taken responsibility for designing
the big data system and a unit could be set
up to take charge of the project.

Regardingthe big data analytics system,
he said the Finance Ministry has made
strides in three areas: compiling taxpayer
information from the three tax-collecting
agencies — the Revenue Department,
the Excise Department and the Customs
Department — into a single source; analys-
ing data of the government's welfare and
subsidy scheme recipients; and pooling
small and medium-sized enterprise (SME)
information from specialised financial
institutions and public utility providers.

Pooling data of SME operators will also
pave the way for them to easily access
funding from state-owned banks, said
Mr Apisak.

The process can also help reduce spe-
cialised financial institutions’ credit costs,
while SME borrowers will be charged at
lower rates, he said.

In the meantime, Ekniti Nitithanprapas,
director-general of the State Enterprise
Policy Office, said that the pooled infor-
mation will help the government map out
better policies to address SMEs' problems.

The National Credit Bureau will team
up with specialised financial institutions
to setup a company, ofwhich 51% will be
owned by the NCB, which will be tasked
with analysing pooled information for
SME loan approval,
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e o200 Column: AT A GLANCE: EXTRA PUSH FOR SME EXPORTS IN 1ST QUARTER
EXIM ment of existing loans. This contrill:»uted toa
business turnover of Bt38.026 million. Hence,
EXTRA PUSH FOR SME the bank posted a net profit of Bt379 million
EXPORTS IN 1ST QUARTER inthe first quarter. . ,
The bank’s non-performing loan ratio at
The Export-Import Bank of Thailand the end of March 2 stayed at 3.67 per cent,
(Exim Thailand) increased its support to with such loans amounting to Bt3.295 mil-
small and medium-sized enterprisesin the lion.
first three months of the year, enhancing Its allowance for doubtful accounts was
their potential to become competitive Bt8.346 million, up by Bt397 million from the
exporters globally, bank president Pisit end of 2017,
Serewiwattana has said. Of the total allowance, Bt3.742 million
Outstanding SME loans amounted to was the minimum provision required by the
Bt36.449 million, representing £0.64 per Bank of Thailand, representing a ratio of loan
cent of total outstanding loans of Bt89.689 loss provision against the regulatory require-
million and contributing to an SME business ment of 223.06 per cent, hence enabling the
turnover of Bt23.535 million. bank to maintain a strong financial status.
Asof the end of March, the bank had out- The bank has also consistently promoted
standing loans of Bt89.689 million, a 10.88- Thaitrade and investment expansion to such
per-cent rise year-on-year, comprising emerging markets as the CLMV countries
Bt27488 million in trade finance and (Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam).
Bt62.201 million in investment finance. In 2017 it opened a representative office in
New loan drawdown during the yearwas ~ Yangon and plans to open morein Laos and
Bt19.327 million and there was partialrepay-  Cambodia.
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