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EDITORIAL

Government scores a VICTORY over corruption

THE KLONG DAN CASE HAD ITS ROOTS IN GRAFT LONG AGO, BUT A DECISION THIS WEEK SAVED TAXPAYERS BILLIONS

Minister ~ Apisak  2,000raiusedinthe project. The ex-

inance
FTantiworawong and his team
deserve credit for helping the
government win an initial landmark
victoryinthe corruption-ridden Klong
Danwastewater-treatmentcaseear-
lier this week. Apisak was instru-
mentalinseeking ajudicial review of
a ruling by an arbitration panel that
required the Pollution Control
Department (PCD) to pay Bt9.6 bil-
lion to the private firms behind the
failed multibillion-baht project.
Approved by the Banharn Silpa-
archaCabinetin1997, theBt23-billion
project was corrupt from the outset.
Politicians in office at the time and

officials of the PCD and other gov-
ernment agencies, as well as private
company executives, were involved
in a complex web of conspiracy
designed tocheat taxpayers out ofa
vast amount of money.
Aftercontractsforbuilding waste-
water treatment facilities in Samut
Prakan province were terminated in
2003, Klong DanMarine and Fisheries
Co and NVPSKG Joint Venture, in
which major Thai building contrac-
tors partnered, took legal action
against the government and sought
massive compensationthrougharbi-
tration. An arbitration panel tasked
withsettling thedisputebetweenthe

government and the private firms
ruled infavour of the latter, requiring
the government to pay the compen-
sation demanded.

The Finance Ministry made two
instalment payments on behalf of
the PCD, but these were suspended
when the Supreme Courtand a lower
court delivered verdicts on multiple
criminalcasesinconnectionwiththe
samescheme.

Wattana Asavahem, a former
Interior minister, was sentenced by
the Supreme Court to a 10-year jail
term for abusing his authority while
inofficetofacilitate fraudulentown-
ership documents covering nearly
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minister fled the country before the
verdict was read and remains a fugi-
tive. In addition, Wattana and 10
otherseniorexecutives anddirectors
of several Thai construction firms
were each sentencedinalower court
tothree-yearjail terms for their roles
in the controversial scheme.

In 2016, the Prayut Chan-o-cha
Cabinet assigned minister Apisak to
seekajudicial review of the Klong Dan
case, citing freshevidence and espe-
cially the verdicts of the Supreme
Court and Criminal Court. The
Criminal Court had ruled that
Wattana and other directors of the

NVPSKG Joint Venture were guilty of
conspiring tacheat thestate by play-
ing different rolesin connection with
thescheme. Theseranged fromusing
fraudulent land titles, to putting
together multiple properties for sale
to the state for construction of the
treatment facilities, tojointly bidding
for the construction contracts.
Aboveall, Wattanaand the other
individuals and companies were all
inter-connected, and there were no
specialist firms forwastewatertreat-
mentinvolvedin the scheme, result-
inginmassivelossestaothestate. The
private firms turned to the arbitra-
tion panel to settle the dispute fol-

lowing contract terminationand won
theruling, puttingthe governmentin
a positionofhaving to pay themBt9.6
billion in compensation.

After considering new evidence
presented by the PCD, the Central
Administrative Courtearlier this week
nullifiedthepanel’sruling, reasoning
that there was no legitimate or law-
ful basis for ordering compensation.
However, the firms couldstilllodgean
appeal with the Supreme
Administrative Courtand seek afinal
judgement in their favour, but for
now, the government seems to have
the upper hand over the unscrupu-
lous private firms.
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Banknotes featuring King out soon

ORANAN PAWEEWUN

The first series of circulating banknotes to be
printed during the reign of His Majesty King Maha
Vajiralongkorn Bodindradebayavarangkun will
debutwith three denominations on Chakri Memo-

rial Day, April 6.

The denominations are 20-, 50- and 100-baht
notes, Bank of Thailand governor Veerathai San-
tipraphob said, adding the 500- and 1,000-baht-
denominated banknotes will be in circulation on
the birthday of His Majesty, which falls on July 28.

The front side of the banknotes depicts His Maj-
esty wearing a Royal Thai Air Force uniform as the
main portrait. The reverse side depicts portraits
of two former kings in order of reign, along with

images showing their royal duties.

The size and colour of the notes will remain the
same as those currently in circulation to ensure a

smooth changeover, he said.

Most security features are retained in the new
series. A security thread is located on the front
side of each note while a new moving effect is
being incorporated into the 100-baht note secu-

rity thread.

The Roman alphabet with Arabic numerals is

placed vertically.

Mr Veerathai said that notes currently circulat-

ing can still be used as normal.

The new banknotes can be exchanged at any
commercial bank. The same is true for state-
owned banks like the Government Savings Bank,

the Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Coopera-
tives, GH Bank, and the Islamic Bank of Thailand.

Earlier, a source at the Finance Ministry said
the first coins minted under His Majesty’s reign
are expected to be launched next month.

The new coins comprise nine denomina-
tions: 10 baht, 5 baht, 2 baht, 1 baht, 50 satang, 25
satang, 10 satang, 5 satang and 1 satang. Those
valued at less than 25 satang will be used for bank

account settlements.

On Sept 20 last year, the last series of banknotes
commemorating the late King Bhumibol Aduly-
adej was printed. They were printed for circulation
but some people collected them as the 20-, 50-,
100-, 500- and 1,000-baht denominations feature
pictures of the late King at ditferent ages.
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The Bank of Thailand (BoT) yesterday unveiled samples of new banknotes marking the reign of King Rama X. The first banknotes bearing His Majesty's image
will be available on April 6, in three denominations: 20, 50 and 100 baht. The 500- and 1,000-baht notes will be launched on July 28. PHOTOS BY THE BOT
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