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Thailand plans 50,000-baht
solar subsidy for one million
households

By Patinya Mail Doiober 27, 2026 =218 W

Degaty Frime
for onie mik " 75, W K 54 BT smark-meter

BANGKOK Thaitand — Thailand plans to offer househaolds a 50,000-baht subssdy 1o matall
aolar power systema under a proposed progra tang one miilicn b h with dow-

interest loans avaitable 1o people unable to cover the inilial investment. Deputy Prime
Winister and Finance Minister Ekniti Nitthanprapas said on October 26 that the Interiar
Miristry would submit the clean energy transition program to the Cabinet on October 27
The proposal has already passed the Finance Ministry's screening committes

The program aims 1o reduce household energy costs, cul reliance on imported natural gas
and allow households {0 sell surplus electricity back 1o the power grid. Whils initially focused
on rofiop solar panals, fhe scheme would alsa cover ground-mounted installations and
floating sclar systems on ponds or other bodies of watar The Matropolitan Eleciricity
Authority and Provingial Elciricity Authority will serva as one-stop service canters 10 halp
applicants accass e program. Ragistration is expactsed 10 opan aflter Catmat approval

The: govemment alse plans 10 cover the cost of upgrading participants’ electicity meterns e
smart meters, removing an additional expense for households connecting their solar
ayatems to the grid.

For houssholds without sufficient upfront funds, the government has coordinated fow-
interest financing through three state-owned financial institutions: Government Savings
Bank; Government Housing Bank and the Bank for Agncuiturs end Agricultursal
Cooperatives, which will serve agncultural bomowers

According 1o Ekniti, households could use income from selling surpius slectricity to repey
their loans, reducing the need to pay the full installation cost upfront. For pacple who have
already installad solar systems or prafar to fund i i the

Departmesnt has a tax deduchon measure allowing ehgible installation expanses of up to
200000 baht to be claimad

Ekniti added that the govermment s also considaning & ata proposal fram e Elsctriciy
Generaling Authorily of Thalland to upgrade ihe national electricity gnd, improving its
capadcty and stabiity 1o accommodate a larger share of clean energy. The solar program
remains subject to Gabinet approval, after which the government & expected o provide
Turther detalls an registration and implementation

N
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Headline: Cabinet eyes fuel tax cuts

Cabinet eyes
fuel tax cuts

B50,000 offer if
houses go solar

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The cabinet is due to consider pro-
posals today to cut fuel excise taxes
and launch a household solar power
scheme offering subsidies of 50,000
baht per household.

The measures are intended to ease
living costs and reduce dependence
on imported energy.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvi-
rakul said yesterday that fuel excise
taxes would be discussed at today's
cabinet meeting,

Asked whether the public could
expect good news, he said a proposal
on E20 fuel had been submitted,
adding that the details of any restruc-
turing would depend on the cabinet.

Deputy Prime Minister and Finance
Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said the
government wanted to use the excise
tax structure to widen the price gap
between conventional fuels and bio-
fuel blends, particularly E20 gasohol
and B20 biodiesel.

The aim is to encourage consum-
ers to switch while supporting farmers
who grow sugarcane and cassava for
ethanol and oil palm for biodiesel.

Mr Ekniti said Thailand remained
heavily dependent on impaorted
energy, including crude oil largely
from the Middle East, and natural gas.
Continued conflict overseas and high
reliance on imports had contributed
to a persistent trade deficit, he said.

A more sustainable response was to
make greater use of domestic crops to
produce ethanol and biodiesel, while
household solar power could reduce
the need to import gas for electricity
generation, he said.

The Oil Fuel Fund was in deficit
by more than 100 billion baht, and
a proposal for the Finance Ministry
to guarantee additional borrowing
required close coordination with the
Energy Ministry.

Cutting taxes would reduce state
revenue and widen the fiscal deficit,
and the government believed direct
support for households through the
solar scheme would be more targeted,
Mr Ekniti said.

The Interior Ministry would submit
the clean-energy transition scheme to
the cabinet today, after itwas approved
by the Finance Ministry’s screening
committee, he said.

“The programme aims to provide
50,000 baht per household for one
million eligible households to install
solar systems, lower electricity bills
and allow households to sell surplus
power back to the grid,’ he said.

Support would also cover ground-
mounted and floating solar systems,
so households with unsuitable roofs
could take part.

The Metropolitan Electricity
Authority and Provincial Electric-
ity Authority would act as one-stop
service centres. Registration would
open only after cabinet approval
and an official announcement of the
scheme’s conditions.

The Government Savings Bank,
Government Housing Bank and Bank
for Agriculture and Agricultural Coop-
eratives would offer low-interest loans
to households unable to pay the ini-
tial cost, which could be repaid with
income from surplus electricity sales.

The screening committee also
approved in principle loan support
for the two electricity authorities to
replace conventional meters with
smart meters, at no cost to participat-
ing households.

Separately, the Revenue Depart-
mentallows individuals installing resi-
dential solar panels to deduct eligible
installation expenses of up to 200,000
baht from assessable income, subject
to conditions.

The government is also consider-
ing an Electricity Generating Authority
of Thailand proposal to upgrade the
national grid and transmission net-
work to accommodate the long-term
expansion of clean energy.
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PostBag

Piper calls the tune

Re: “Ekniti backs sin tax changes,” (BP,
Oct 24).

A government could conceal its
crimes if allowed to influence watch-
dog budgets, as Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul and Finance Minister and
Deputy Prime Minister Ekniti Nitithan-
prapas wish to do with Thai PBS.

It is reported that Thai PBS has
pursued and exposed the masterminds
behind the local-government recruit-
ment-exam fraud. This case stirred
public outrage nationwide, and a Nida
poll found this issue most likely to desta-
bilise the current government. Showing
that the masterminds had been held
accountable would be in full agreement
with Mr Anutin’s much-trumpeted “Zero
Corruption” campaign.

By Sept 30, the Interior Ministry’s
probe had reached three former and
current Local Administration Depart-
ment directors-general. Mr Anutin could
have easily extended the deadline to
establish the directors-generals’ guilt or
innocence — and whether they reported
to higher-ups. Why didn’t he? If Thai PBS

CONTACT: BANGKOK POST BUILDING,

136 NA RANONG ROAD,

KLONG TOEY, BANGKOK 10110

FAX: +02 2403666,

email: postbag@bangkokpost.co.th

All letter writers must provide a full name
and address. All published correspondence is
subject to editing at our discretion

News ID: C-261027001074 (27 Oct 26/04:02)
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continued the investigation, would Mr
“Zero Corruption” approve its funding —
risking his own career?

As the English proverb goes, “He who
pays the piper calls the tune.” A primary
suspect must not call PBS’s tune.

BURIN KANTABUTRA

Keep right to protest

Re: “Violence disrupts peaceful protests
in France’, (World, Oct 26).

The protests in Paris, initially by
students, appear to have been joined by
more radical groups, and the protests
have become dangerous riots,

This pattern appears in a number of
countries where a protest becomes a tool
for extremist groups to use. For example,
in Australia, a number of protests about

the wars have been hijacked by far-
right activists.

In the US, the Jan 6 riots were seen,
by sensible observers, to be an attack on
democracy by extremists as well.

In my experience of student protests
and teachers’ union marches, it was just
us, the supporters of a single issue, that
marched. We were not joined by the
extremes of the left or right.

Itis, in many but certainly not all
countries, an opportunity for ordinary
people to speak up when the ballot box
is not available. We must protect our
right to protest without hindrance, or
being used by extremists, or we will lose
our right to protest.

Fight for the right to fight for your wor-
ries.

DENNIS FITZGERALD
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Section: First Section/NATIONAL
Date: Tuesday 27 October 2026

Bangkok Post

CHON BURI: Authorities have inter-
cepted a major international wildlife
trafficking operation, seizing more
than 3.1 tonnes of elephant ivory
concealed inside timber shipments
imported from Zambia through Laem
Chabang Port.

Customs Department director-
general Panthong Loykullanunt said
officers detained two suspicious con-
tainers declared as processed timber.
A detailed inspection found that 32
wooden beams had been hollowed
outand modified to conceal ivory and
wildlife remains.

The smugglers used a sophisti-
cated method, cutting large tusks
into smallersections and hiding them

inside the timber beams. The com-

partments were sealed with paraffin
wax to mimic the density of wood,
making detection by X-ray scanners
difficult. Officers were forced to cut
open the timber and remove the wax
to uncover the contraband.

Authorities seized 469 ivory
tusks and sections, along with 1,038
ivory fragments weighing 66.2 kilo-
grammes, bringing the total ivory
haul to 3.1 tonnes. Investigators also
recovered 335 elephant tail hairs
and one wildlife carcass. The seizure
is estimated to be worth 155 mil-
lion baht.

The Department of Special

Volume: - No: - Page: 3(Bottom Left)
Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 29.30 Ad Value: 40,023.80 PRValue (x3): 120,071.40 Clip: Full Color
Circulation: 63,000
Ad Rate: 1,366 Headline: Customs seizes huge ivory haul
TRAFFICKING
This photo
C shows smuggled
UStomS ivory found at
Laem Chabang
4 h Port, Chon Buri.
SE1ZES NuUgeE The ivory was
found in two
4 h l containers
].VO ry a.u originating from
Zambia.CHON
BURI PUBLIC
WASSAYOS NGAMKHAM RELATIONS
OFFICE

Investigation (DSI) said the case qual-
ifies as a special investigation due to
its high value and links to a suspected
transnational criminal network.

Investigators will trace everyone
involved, from the consignor to the
consignee, to determine whether
Thailand was the intended destina-
tion or a transit point.

Wildlife officials have collected
DNA samples to determine the ivo-
ry’s origin.

Authorities confirmed the con-
fiscated ivory will be destroyed after
court proceedings conclude, rather
than auctioned, to preventit fromre-
entering illegal markets in the future.
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Bangkok POSt Date: Tuesday 27 October 2026
Volume: - No: - Page: 2(Bottom)

Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 18.16 Ad Value: 24,806.56 PRValue (x3): 74,419.68 Clip: Full Color

Circulation: 63,000
Ad Rate: 1,366 Photo News: TRADE Talk: EXIM 2X programme

TRADETalk

tradetalk@bangkokpost.co.th, tradetalkpost@gmail.com

EXIM 2X programme: The Export-Import Bank of Thailand (EXIM
Thailand) presented certificates to 54 participants of EXIM 2X Edition 3
programme. The ceremony was presided over by Suksiri Apinyanuwat,
former Deputy Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Finance and
Chairman of the Board of Directors of EXIM Thailand. Joined by industrial
experts, the programme has strengthened the capabilities of 113 small and
medium-sized enterprises, particularly those led by Thalland’s Generation Y
entrepreneurs. The event delivered 114 business-matching meetings and
provided a total of 623 million baht in loans and export credit insurance
limits.
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