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GOVERNMENT

Data centre
rules near
completion

POST REPORTERS

The government expects to finalise a
framework and minimum standards for
data centres within a month, focusing
on preventing projects from affecting
surrounding communities, National
Economic and Social Development
Council (NESDC) secretary-general
Danucha Pichayanan said yesterday.

Mr Danucha said about 80-90% of
information requested from relevant
agencies had been received and was
being reviewed to determine the appro-
priate definitions, sizes and character-
istics of data centres.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanpra-
pas chaired a subcommittee meeting
yesterday to set a one-month timeframe
for establishing minimum data centre
standards, he said.

The government was also consid-
ering rules for existing facilities and
those under construction, particularly
on their water and electricity efficiency
and their impact on surrounding areas.

On data centre locations, Mr Danu-
cha said the government would need
to set criteria and conditions for future
projects, taking into account the availa-
bility of water and electricity resources.

Data centres should not be con-
centrated in particular areas, he said,
warning that excessive clustering could
create resource and environmen-
tal problems.

Mr Danucha said the government
had no authority to order private pro-
jects that had already obtained permis-
sion to stop or delay construction.
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Headline: ADB financing supports five hospitals nationwide

Clip: Full Color

HEALTH

ADB financing supports
five hospitals nationwide

POST REPORTERS

A public healthcare development pro-
ject covering five hospitals nationwide
will be funded by a US$211.9 million
(6.87 billion baht) loan from the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), backed by
a total budget of 9.04 billion baht from
2026 to 2030.

Deputy government spokeswoman
Ploytalay Laksmeesangchan said yes-
terday that the cabinet gave the Finance
Ministry the green light to borrow the
funds to finance the initiative.

The cabinet also approved the draft
loan agreement and the use of arbi-
tration to settle disputes under ADB
ordinary loan regulations dated Janu-
ary 2022.

The finance minister or an author-
ised representative will sign the agree-
ment on behalf of the government.

The Council of State, the govern-
ment’s legal arm, will prepare a legal
opinion after the loan agreement is
signed. Ms Ploytalay said the Public
Health Ministry must comply with ADB

News ID: C-260916001063 (16 Sep 26/03:38)
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requirements and ensure contractors
implement the project efficiently within
the set time frame.

The project, approved by the cabinet
in 2025, covers Nakhon Ping Hospitalin
Chiang Mai, Sawan Pracharak Hospital
in Nakhon Sawan, Makarak Hospitalin
Kanchanaburi, Phrapokklao Hospital
in Chanthaburi and Maharaj Nakhon
Ratchasima Hospital.

The Finance Ministry’s Public Debt
Management Office (PDMO) later
sought funds, including a budget 0 9.04
billion baht, with 76% coming from the
ADB loan and 2.17 billion baht, or 24%,
from the Public Health Ministry.

The ADB board approved the loan
onJune 15.

The Finance Ministry subsequently
sent the draft agreement and related
documents to the Foreign Affairs Min-
istry, the Council of State and the Office
of the Attorney General for review.

The three agencies provided com-
ments, which the PDMO said were
addressed before the ministry sought
cabinetapproval for theloan agreement.
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