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Ministry seeks to bridge
economies at global summit

Clip: Full Color

Thailand hosts
meetings in October

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

Thailand will champion its role
as a “connected economy’, help-
ing to bridge a fragmented world at
this October’s International Mon-
etary Fund-World Bank Annual
Meetings, says Finance Minister
Ekniti Nitithanprapas.

Announcing Thailand’s readiness to
hostthe meetings yesterday, Mr Ekniti
said the ministry plans to leverage the
event as a platform to present four
strategies to steer Thailand’s economy.

These strategies aim to show-
case Thailand's vision for navigat-
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ing a polarised global landscape by
positioning the country as a bridge
between divided economies while
promoting sustainable growth.

The first strategy concerns the gov-
ernment’s “Thai Chuay Thai Plus”
co-payment scheme that supports the
domestic economy, expanding public
access to financial innovation while
enabling the government to deliver
fiscal policy measures directly to cifi-
zens more effectively, he noted.

The second prong positions Thai-
land as a connected economy that
bridges an increasingly fragmented
world amid geopolitical rivalries.

“Thailand will declare that it aspires
to be more than a middle power, but
rather a connected economy thathelps
reconnect a divided world. Thailand
aims to serve as a bridge between com-
peting blocs by establishing itsell as a

regional investment hub and linking
next-generation global supply chains
within Southeast Asia,” said Mr Ekniti.

The third strategy addresses
the challenges of an ageing soci-
ety with a wellness model, treating
this demographic reality as an eco-
nomic opportunity.

The model highlights the coun-
try’s strengths in cuisine, given its
long tradition of using herbs for their

medicinal properties; Muay Thai as a
form of exercise suitable for people of
all ages; and meditation to enhance
the quality oflife for older adults.

These elements represent soft
power and traditional wisdom that
the country is ready to showcase to the
international community, he noted.

The final effort involves accelerat-
ing the energy transition. Amid vola-

INTERNATIONAL MON
WORLD BANK GROUP
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Mr Ekniti says the sirategies aim toshowcase Thailand’s vision for navigating a polarised global landscape by positioning
the country as a bridge between divided economies while promoting sustainable growth.
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Thailand aims to serve as a bridge between
competing blocs by establishing itself as a
regional investment hub and linking next-
generation global supply chains within
Southeast Asia.

EKNITI NITITHANPRAPAS
Finance minister

tile and elevated global energy prices,
Thailand has adopted policies to
speed the shift towards clean energy
to reduce dependence on expensive
conventional energy sources.

This strategy focuses on restruc-
turing the country’s energy infra-
structure to make it more sustain-
able and environmentally friendly,
while strengthening Thailand'’s long-
term competitiveness.

“Presenting these four policies at
the meetings demonstrates Thailand's
capabilities as host of a major global
gathering and sends a clear message
that the nation is ready to play a piv-
otal role in fostering a more connected,
healthier, and more sustainable global
economy,” Mr Ekniti said.
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