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Headline: Govt seeks tougher procurement law

MULTIM

RECOMMENDED

Govt seeks tougher procurement law

« Democrat leader Abhisit says
Banghkok can change

— = Bangkokia: rged to vote early.
103\00 @ O ang| ns el vote early,

avoid afternoon

I e — = Australian held after teen gicls body
T wairim o Gicoge found in suircase

.

The government plans to tighren public procurement rules to reduce Inter QR payments ease

abandoned state projects and improve contractor accountability, Deputy + Exam stand-in eites ehemothersphy
Prime Minister Pakomn Nilprapunt said. when canght cheating
What are the three main objectives of procurement law reforms? -+
Why is Customs Department ending reward system for seizures? -
Why s government shifting from lowest-bid conurcting? -+
1B DeaparCha Ak Bunghol Fost oyt e Relative says killing covered

up at Pattaya petrol station
Mr Pakormn on Sunday outlined the progress of proposed amendments to
the Public Pro and Supplies Admini ion Act, saying the
revised draft has been forwarded to Deputy Prime Minister and Finance
Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas and is undergoing formal review.

Bl Mart Ty

He said the amendments have three main objectives,

The first ks to strengthen the contractor selection proeess, Greater welght
will be given to the overall benefit to the state, contractors’ eapabilities
and their pest performance to reduce the risk of public projects being
abandoned.

Mr Pakomn said many government projects had been left unfinished
because procurement rules, based on Comptroller Generals Deparment
plared i is on ing the lowest hidder.

He said the lowest price does not always guarantes guality, noting some
contractors submit unrealistically low bids, receive advance payments
and later abandon projects

The second objective (s to clearly define eontractors responsibllities
before work begins, Contracts would speeify linbility for damage or
aecidents caused during construction.

Minor viclations eould initlally result in wamings, but repeated offences
could allew the govermment 1o terminate contracts immediately

Mt Pakorm sakd the eurrent process for terminating contracts with private
firms is too it d and ti ing, leaving many stallad
projects lnactive for years.

The third objective is to require contractors to provide financial
guarantees before filing appeals in procurement disputes.

The depury prime minister also said investigations into corruption should
be from project i ion. Public projects that benefit
communities should proceed while © igation: i ind dently
rather than being suspended indefinitely.

Ortherwise, he wamed, unfinished projects across the country could
Temain resulting in inl waste of public funds.

Mr Pakomn said the Comptroller General's Department will hold a public
hearing on the proposed amendments,

The process is expected to take about two months before the bill is
submitred to the cabinet and then to the House of Representatives for
consideration in September,
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