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what is the TTAA'S main concern abaut the 1000 baht departure fmx? - n
‘Govt mulls exit fee for overseas
‘Wihat i the gevemment's approach 1o Wurisn aEaton in 20267 - travel
i - - tax? - S
What aliernatives did TTAA propass o the departure o Tourism miRiser 1o chargs

B1,000 departire levy

[ mespeetzos  whint is the government's spproach to tairism taxatien in 202

Pushing against alcobol sales in
: . pubile parks

The Thai Travel Agents Association (TTAA) stronghy opposes the

povernment’s plan to kevy & 1,000-baki departure tax oo Thai travelers,

warning [t will hamper twe-way tourism and hurt the economy during 8

cost-af-living crisis

Chotechuang Seorangurs, vice-president of TTAA, said the goal to raise
moee revenue was undesstandable, but the principle behind the schome
was unaceeprable,

He sald it remaing unclear how mueh of the budget will be allocated to
each Type of stimailus, undermining ransparency in how the fund will be
g,

Tourism businesses remain fragiie amid the Middle East war, grappling
with pressures from the rising cost of living.

Other public authorities are preparing to collect additional fees from
trawellers, such as airpore passenger service charges, which are additional
ot that weigh oo travellers sentiment,

“If imposed, this levy will clearly affect outbound travel, which conld in
turn burt inbound arrivals s air taffic relies on pwooway demand to
survive and sustain caparity,” said Mr Chotechuang.

Eatlier this week, Toursm and Sports Minister Surasak
Phancharoenworakul said the Pinance Ministry previously planned o
Tevy a1, 000-baht departure tax on Thai traveliers by reviving the 1963
Emergency Decree on the Depariure Levy, which has been suspended for
mare than two decades.

Me Surasak said with outbound travel estimated at 10 million passengets
o veur, this tax could generate around 10 billion bakit in revenue, which
could be distributed for domestic tourism stimulus instead of solely
relying on the gevernment budget.

The ministry intends for the scheme to be separate from the 300-baht
tourism tax, which applies only to foreign arvivals

My Chotechunng said it was unclear bow the i woubd be collecred, s ic
would apply enly to Thal ravellers, not forelgners, unlike Japan's
departure Gy, which applies to all departing passengers.

During Phiphat Ratchakitprakae's tenure as tourizm and eports minister,
there wiere problems with levying 2 300-babt fee from foreign visitors via
airlines,

Aviation bodies viewed the scheme as impractical given airlines
operating systems, and could be regardid as diseelmbmiony under
i Civil Aviation miles.

¥ , annther vice-president of TEAA, said if the
EVRMMAant wants to mise tourism-relatad tax revenae, there are many
alternative measures that would not hamper outhound travel or restrict
people’s abdlity to fravel. Cine option is regulsting unlicensed operators,
smeh as illegal accommodarion, and hringing them inte the formal system
to widen the tax base.

The government could also continue tourism incentives that require
limited fursding, such as tax deduetions for domestic travel, noted the
Bssociatini
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Headline: Govt mulls exit fee for overseas travel
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Govt mulls exit fee for overseas travel

Cabinet backs power tariff reform,
B3 cap on initial 200 units
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Thailand is considering an exit fee for Thai nationals travelling overseas
to boost domestic tourism and create a dedicated funding stream for local
travel incentives,

Tourism

Travel agents slam B1.000 exit
Tourism and Sports Minister Surasak Phancharoenworakul said the tax
proposal, developed with the Ministry of Finance, could charge around
1,000 baht per trip abroad. With roughly 10 million overseas trips made ATamE L
annually. the scheme could generate about 10 billion baht for domestic Taurim miniser 1o charge

; B1,000 departure levy
tourism support programmes.

Pushing against aleohol sales in

"Such a scheme would allow us to strengthen Thailand's tourism sector
public parks

sustainably without relying solely on the national budget, while ensuring
long-term planning certainty through a dedicated funding base,” Mr
Surasak said.

The figure is not ver official, but the minister said he suggested a charge
of 1,000 baht per cutbound trip, noting that revenues could fund
domestic travel vouchers worth 1,000 baht per person, potentially
covering 10 million visits each vear.

He stressed that the measure is not vet finalised and remains at the public
consultation stage, with no conclusions reached. The figure of 1,000 baht
was used previously and is being revisited onlv as a reference point for
consideration,

He confirmed that the target will be only outbound travellers for tourism
purposes,

Other visa categories, including diplomatic visas, work permits and
various other visa types, would be considered for exemptions on a case-
by-case basis.

The ministry is also advancing the 300-baht tourism fee, often referred to
as a "land entry fee", intended to improve attractions, infrastructure,
safety standards and accident insurance coverage for tourists.

The tourism tax on foreign visitors will be allocated to the National
Tourism Promotion Fund and tourist insurance,
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Headline: Govt mulls exit fee for overseas travel

Clip: Full Color

TOURISM

Govt mulls exit fee for overseas travel

APINYA WIPATAYOTIN

Thailand is considering an exit fee
for Thai nationals travelling overseas
to boost domestic tourism and create
a dedicated funding stream for local
travel incentives.

Tourism and Sports Minister Surasak
Phancharoenworakul said the proposal,
developed with the Ministry of Finance,
could charge around 1,000 baht per trip
abroad. With roughly 10 million over-
seas trips made annually, the scheme
could generate about 10 billion baht for
domestic tourism support programines.

“Such a scheme would allow us to
strengthen Thailand's tourism sector
sustainably without relying solely on
the national budget, while ensuring
long-term planning certainty through
a dedicated funding base,” Mr Sura-
sak said.

The figure is not yet official, but the
minister said he suggested a charge of
1,000 baht per outbound trip, noting
that revenues could fund domestic
travel vouchers worth 1,000 baht per
person, potentially covering 10 million
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visits each year.

He stressed that the measure is not
yet finalised and remains at the public
consultation stage, with no conclu-
sions reached. The figure of 1,000
baht was used previously and is being
revisited only as a reference point
for consideration.

He confirmed that the target will
be only outbound travellers for tour-
ism purposes.

Othervisa categories, including dip-
lomatic visas, work permits and various
other visa types, would be considered
for exemptions on a case-by-case basis.

The ministry is also advancing the
300-baht tourism fee, often referred
to as a “land entry fee, intended to
improve attractions, infrastructure,
safety standards and accident insur-
ance coverage for tourists.

The tourism tax on foreign visi-
tors will be allocated to the National
Tourism Promotion Fund and tour-
ist insurance.

Related story: Business Bl
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Headline: GSB targets huge increase in low-income borrowers

Clip: Full Color

LENDING

Mr Songpol says
GSB’s goal is to
assist all groups
in society,
especially
individuals with
no prior financial
history, to access
formal credit at
low interest
rates.

GSB targets huge increase
in low-income borrowers

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

Government Savings Bank (GSB) aims to
let an additional 1 million low-income
Thais access formal credit, representing a
total loan value of about 100 billion baht,
says the bank’s new chief.

Speaking ata presentation ofhis vision
and policy as the 18th president and chief
executive of GSB, Songpol Chevapan-
yaroj said the bank wants to increase
access to formal credit for individuals
through the bank’s network of more than
1,000 branches, accounting for about 20%
of the total commercial bank branchesin
the system, which exceed 5,000.

He said supporting more than 1 mil-
lion low-income individuals would
increase the proportion of new loans to
entrepreneurs to more than 40% of total
lending compared with last year. As of
March 31, the bank has around 24 million
deposit and loan customers.

The bank also plans to continue
developing financial products that meet
the needs of all life stages, such as low-
interest soft loans that support renewable
energy usage through the installation of
solar cell systems and purchase of elec-
tric vehicles.

Special GSB lottery products are set
to mark its 113th anniversary, as well as
deposit products offering benefits such as
life insurance and health insurance that
promote savings and enhance financial
security for Thais.

The loans planned for grass-
roots individuals do not include the
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100-billion-baht soft loan programme
initiated through the government’s
policy, said Mr Songpol.

This year and next have economic risks
from both domestic and international
factors, and the bank must overcome
these challenges, he said.

GSB wants to become a “smart bank
for all life’; said Mr Songpol, supporting
people at every stage oflife. The average
lifespan of Thais has increased, with men
living to 80 years and women to 82, com-
pared with only 55 in the past.

The bank's key goal is to assist all
groups in society, especially individuals
with no prior financial history, to access
formal credit at low interest rates, he said.

Regarding non-performing loans
(NPLs), Mr Songpol said he is not con-
cerned as the bank charges low inter-
est rates to gi‘assronts customers and
ensures that instalment payments are
set at affordable levels. Combined with
efforts to build financial discipline among
customers, he said he believes the bank's
NPLs will not increase.

GSB is prepared to reduce its interest
rates, which are already low compared
with financial institutions, to assist
people burdened by the high cost of
living, said Mr Songpol.

“In a global economy where risks and
challenges weigh on the Thai economy,
resulting in declining GDP, significant
bahtfluctuations and rising diesel prices,
GSB has clearly defined its role to support
Thais at every stage oflife so we can over-
come these challenges together” he said.
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