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Headline: Thailand targets national investment to boost growth

ECONOMY
Thailand targets national
investment to boost growth

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI energy infrastructure, such as smart At the same time, he added that

The main pillar of Thailand’s current
economic strategy is to boost national
investment, says Finance Minister
Ekniti Nitithanprapas.

Speaking at the IMF Governor Talks,
held on Wednesday as part of the 2026
Spring Meetings of the Boards of Gov-
ernors of the World Bank and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund in Washington
DC, Mr Ekniti shared his vision of the
global economic outlook and the role of
Asia. He also outlined the Thai govern-
ment’s policy directions for addressing
uncertainties arising from geopolitical
developments — particularly the war
in the Middle East — as well as its
medium-term economic restructur-
ing strategy.

Mr Ekniti emphasised that the Thai
economy is currently facing structural
constraints, particularly investment
levels that remain low relative to the
country’s potential.

The Thai government has therefore
identified “investment upgrading” as
the core pillar ofits economic strategy,
to be pursued through accelerated
investment in infrastructure, digital
technology and artificial intelligence
(AI), human capital development, and
regulatory reform, with the aim of rais-
ing productivity and fostering balanced,
sustainable long-term growth, he said.

In addition, Mr Ekniti outlined Thai-
land’s approach to addressing energy
price volatility and geopolitical risks
through the ‘4T’ policy framework,
consisting of 'Target’ (targeted assis-
tance measures), ‘Transition’ (the
shift towards clean energy), “Trans-
formation’ (economic restructuring),

and ‘Together’ (cooperation from
all sectors).

This framework willbe implemented
alongside accelerated development of

grids, to improve the efficiency and
resilience of the electricity system, as
well as the promotion of direct power
purchase agreements and the expanded
use of renewable energy throughout
the economy.

On fiscal policy, he said the govern-
mentis focusing on targeted fiscal meas-
ures, prioritising assistance for specific
groups rather than broad-based sup-
port, while also accelerating investment
in the green and digital economy to
strengthen Thailand’s long-term com-
petitiveness and economic resilience.

More importantly, the finance min-
isterunderscored the role of Aseanina
fragmented world, stating that South-
east Asia can serve as an “anchor force”
for the global economic system.

Thailand, as the host of the IMF-World
Bank Annual Meetings in October
2026 in Bangkok, looks set to steer the
meetings under the theme “Thailand’s
New Horizons: Empowering People,
Building Resilience,” with the aim of
opening new perspectives on interna-
tional economic cooperation at a time
when the world is facing multidimen-
sional challenges.

The focus will be on creating new
opportunities for sustainable growth,
advancing the transition to a green
and digital economy, strengthening
the resilience of the global economic
system, and elevating Asean’s role as a
key driver of the global economy in the
years ahead.

Mr Ekniti (right) gestures while making a point during the IMF Governor Talks on

Wednesday.
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Headline: Ekniti eyes smart grid shift to let households sell power
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Ekniti eyes smart grid shift to let
households sell power
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At the IMF-WEG Spring Meetings 2026, Ekniti highlighted
smart grid reform, targeted encrgy aid and digital wallets
for fuel and cooking gas support
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Energy crisis hitting Thailand through two channels
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Headline: Thailand eyes grid buyback scheme as cornerstone of energy reform - Thai Enquirer Main
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Thailand eyes grid buyback scheme as
cornerstone of energy reform
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Thiadlnsae §5 prepuaing o allow hovselolds 1o sell sxeess alectoeny back to the national geid, with

austhotities movitg towasd @ ged tuyhack scheme @ part of o biosder effort o stemgtien eagy

resilience and unlock new income stzenms from clean energy.

Depaty Prime Ministes znd Finance Minister T Ekniti Nitithanpiapas said the palicy is comently

1ade infrasts

der develapeient, with the gavernment aiming
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1 wpported by energ ge 1l i T Il enable hovsehold lling

ooftop solr paneds to feed sugplus power nto the god, macking o suoenial shirr in Thndands

eneigy kit
el e
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The plan builds oo earlier measures to accelemte solar adoption. In Marcl, Thsilood imtroduced tax

deductions of up to 200,000 baht for hoaseholds s

qrid 1oottop solar spstems, allowing

1o deduct and equip costs from personnl income tax through Y025, The

incentive also extends to businesses, which can claim enhanced dedurtions for investments n
enemyy-efficient technelogies.
The poliry is dess

sed toy dive uptakie of distiluted solar genesation, eeating the supply hase

needed fora fone electseny tading svstem. Authorities estimate the measices conld rdice

groeenbionse-gas eoiseabons by 1528 mullion toones ansuslly wod gensoe move Tan 240 il bahe

i domestic mvestment, while lowenng relisnee oo imported enecgy

Analysts say the combmation of tax incentives md evental grid necess could trnsform moftop
salar from a cost-saving measiss into an income. genemting asset, opening oppartunities for

Tousebolds, enerpy develnpers and related digital platforms

Eknati peknowledied that Thailand temadng highly expesed to global eneey shocks, with odl and gas
irmpetts soconnting for aronnd 100 of gross domestie product (GDP). The cugrent siergy cosis i

i tie economy thoough teo mudn chasels: dsing prces, which age pushing ug Wandpart

costs and infatiog, md supply disoeprions, w
industry, particulusly fertilizers and naphtha

ch are increming input costs magorminne ond

To manage these pressures amid limited fscal space, the povernment is applying a “4T" famesrock

pet, Transition, Trnsfoom and Togethe:—shifting somy finm beoad subsidies too

1l targeted
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and ensured tighter control am

: spending,

The governmene i now studying the iollont of digitd wallets foe cooking gas and foel subsidies,

allewiag disect, argeted relief a6 energy prices temain volatle
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Tourisan, anather key growth sngine, has shown strong cecovery— especially dusing the Songkran

Festiyml—bat dsks emain. Ongoing teasions o the Middle Fast could weigh oo confidesice sad

slon arovals, prompang Thailsd to step up cooperstion within ASEAN, melnding through coess-

horded payment sTStems fo promate tegional travel

Bkt alec

positzoning ASEAN as a potential stabilizing foree

exsconed Si eust Asin’
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Thailand s zet 1o host the IMF-Woxld Bank Al Meetings in Bangkok in October 2036 under
the theme “Thailund's New- Hosizons: Empowering People, Building Resilience,” 3 platform the

government aims 1o use fo highlight its pash soward greea ad digital tans fcmation—anchaced by

reforis such as the planned grid burback scheme that could redefine the conntiy™ energr sud

economic lindscape.
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Headline: Ekniti Outlines Thailand’s Economic Strategy at IMF Talks

MNe

Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas detsiled Thailand s economic cutiook
and policy direction during the IMF Governor Talks held recently alongside the World Bank—IMF Spring
Meetings in Washington, D.C,

Ekniti said Thailand is facing structural constraints, including investment levels that remain below potential,
The Thai government is prioritizing investment upgrades, with plans to accelerate spending on
infrastructure, digital technology, artificial intelligence. human capital development, and regulatory
improvements 1o suppart long-term growth.

The deputy prime minister also addressed risks linked to global uncertainty and energy price volatility.
discussing & policy framewerk based on targeted assistance, a transition to clean energy, sconomic
restructuring. and cross-sector cooperation. Measures include expanding renswable ensrgy uss,
promoting direct power purchase agresments. and Improving energy systems through infrastructure such
Bs smart grids.

On fiscal palicy. the government is prioritizing targeted support for specific groups while advancing

investment in green and digital sectars. Ekniti, pointing to ASEAN s role in the global economy, said
Thailand will host the IMF—World Bank Annual Meetings in Bangkok later this year, with discussions
focused on economie resilience, sustainability, and reglonal cooperation.
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Headline: Thailand pivots to targeted aid, green investment as it readies IMF meet
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Thailand pivots to targeted aid, green
investment as it readies IMF meet
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Finance Minister Ekniti says Thailand will shift to targeted
flzcad suppart and long-term grean and digltal investmant
shead of hosting IMF~Werld Bank meetings in Bongkok.
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