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Headline: Budget disbursement to be expedited

Bangkok Post

THAILAND I LIFE GURU LEARNING MULTIMEDIA

BUSINESS | DENERAL
RECOMMENDED

Budget disbursement to be expedited
= Thal economic growih seen uneven,
below potential: central bank

SCG halts olefing unit following
Hormuz disruption

= Middle East war: global economic
fallout

e maes wADS 2

* Thai Alrways to raize ticket prices
by 10-15%

= Chat commerce takes off on Line

Caretaker finance minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas has instructed
government agencies and state enterprises to accelerate budget
dishursement to help support the economy during this difficult period,

Mr Eknitt said he instructed the Compiroller-General's Department to look
into problems related to certain budget disbursements that remain stalled
and cannot be released as planned.

In the fourth quarter of last year. investment budget disbursement by the
government and state enterprises expanded by 13% year-on-year.
Together with the Quick Big Win measures, this helped the economy
grow by 2.5% in the fourth quarter.

In related news, the Office of Small and Medium Enterprisss Promotion

{Osmep) on Wednesday - sUpport worth 1.2 billion
balit, offering loans at 1% interest with a repayment period of up to five
Years.

Napinthorn Sri the ¢ K of the Prime Minister's

Office who oversees Osmep, said the government expects the loan scheme
ta serve as an engine to boost liquidity and create a competitive edge for
entrepreneurs to adapt by upgrading technology and innovation in a
timely manner.

The scheme is divided into three target groups.

The first group called "Transformation SME" offers loans of up to 10
million baht for entrepreneurs seeking to upgrade or develop their
businesses, enabling them to modernise operations and align with
changing global market demand.

The second group dubbed "Enhancement SME" provides loans of 10-15
million baht for entrepreneurs seeking funding to accelerate growth and
strengthen competitiveness across all dimensions, supporting rapid
expansicn and long-term business sustainability,

The third group targets tourism and tourism-related businesses, offering
loans of up to 2 million baht for operators to lift liquidity and working
capital.

Subscribe to our newsletters for Enter
daily updates, breaking news and
exclusive content.
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LENDING

TCG provides B14.5bn in credit guarantees for SME loans

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

In the first two months of this year, the
Thai Credit Guarantee Corporation
(TCG) provided credit guarantees worth
14.5 billion baht to small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs), an increase of
4.4 times year-on-year, driven by gov-
ernment support measures.
According to TCG president Sittikorn
Direksoonthorn, the guarantees issued
during the two-month period enabled
17,800 SMEs to access formal financing
and generated about 60 billion baht in
liquidity circulating in the economy.
SME lending contracted for 14 con-
secutive quarters, prompting the gov-
ernment to introduce support measures

tor SME credit guarantees under the
Quick Big Win programme, with a total
guarantee facility of 50 billion baht. Key
incentives include waiving guarantee
tees for the first three years and extend-
ing the guarantee period to seven years.

He said this year the TCG will assist
debtors with non-performing guar-
antees (NPGs), helping them reduce
or settle their debt burdens. The pro-
gramme targets 6,000 debtors, slightly
higher than last year.

For vulnerable customers with out-
standing debt of no more than 200,000
baht per account, the principal could
be reduced by up to 50% if they wish
to settle their debt. For debtors with
outstanding balances of more than
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200,000 baht, the principal reduction
could reach up to 40%.

Banks that extend loans to SMEs
with credit guarantees from the TCG
file guarantee claims of around 10 bil-
lion baht annually, from a cumulative
guaranteed portfolio of about 400 bil-
lion baht, said Mr Sittikorn.

As of the end of 2025, the accumu-
lated NPG ratio was 13% of total out-
standing guarantees, unchanged from
2024 but 2-3 percentage points higher
than in 2023.

For2026, the TCG targets new credit
guarantees of more than 73.5 billion
baht. Of the total, 50 billion baht are
expected as a result of the Quick Big
Win programme, 20 billion from the

TCG's own guarantee schemes and 3.5
billion from an auto-leasing credit guar-
antee programme.

These guarantees are expected to
generate more than 80 billion baht
in loans within the financial system,
helping 67,500 SMEs gain access to
financing, preserving 615,000 jobs and
creating more than 295 billion baht in
economic benefits,

In 2025, the TCG approved credit
guarantees worth 40.6 billion baht,
lower than the 53.7 billion baht
approved in 2024,

The cumulative number of custom-
ers tallied 919,000, with an average
guarantee ticket size of 1.21 million
baht per borrower.

TCG staff provide
financing
services to
clients.
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