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Headline: Budget disbursement to be expedited

GOVERNANCE

Budget disbursement to be expedited

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

Caretaker finance minister Ekniti
Nitithanprapas has instructed gov-
ernment agencies and state enter-
prises to accelerate budget disburse-
ment to help support the economy
during this difficult period.

Mr Ekniti said he instructed the
Comptroller-General's Department
to look into problems related to
certain budget disbursements that
remain stalled and cannot be released
as planned.

In the fourth quarter of last
year, investment budget disburse-
ment by the government and state
enterprises expanded by 13% year-
on-year, Together with the Quick
Big Win measures, this helped the

economy grow by 2.5% in the fourth
quarter.

In related news, the Office of Small
and Medium Enterprises Promo-
tion (Osmep) yesterday announced
support measures worth 1.2 billion
baht, offering loans at 1% interest
with a repayment period of up to
five years.

Napinthorn Srisanpang, the care-
taker minister of the Prime Minister’s
Office who oversees Osmep, said the
government expects the loan scheme
to serve as an engine to boost liquid-
ity and create a competitive edge for
entrepreneurs to adapt by upgrad-
ing technology and innovation in a
timely manner.

The scheme is divided into three
target groups.

The first group called “Transfor-
mation SME” offers loans of up to 10
million baht for entrepreneurs seek-
ing to upgrade or develop their busi-
nesses, enabling them to modernise
operations and align with changing
global market demand.

The second group dubbed
“Enhancement SME" provides loans
of 10-15 million baht for entrepre-
neurs seeking funding to accelerate
growth and strengthen competitive-
ness across all dimensions, support-
ing rapid expansion and long-term
business sustainability.

The third group targets tourism
and tourism-related businesses,
offering loans of up to 2 million baht
for operators to lift liquidity and
working capital.
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