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Ad Rate: 1.200
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d#: 30 auuN: 10666

Col.Inch: 143.22 Ad Value: 171,864
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EC probes suspicious cas

TN

Withdrawals spark
vote-buying concerns

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI
CHAIRITH YONPIAM

The Election Commission is looking
into a series of suspicious cash with-
drawals totalling over 450 million
baht, which were flagged by the Bank
of Thailand (BoT) over concerns that
the money could be used to buy votes
ahead of the election on Feb 8.
According to EC secretary-general
Sawaeng Boonmee, the decision was
taken atter the central bank noticed

a series of unusually large cash with-
drawals over the past 10 days, with
amounts ranging from tens to hun-
dreds of millions of baht.

The withdrawals, he said, were made
in mostly 100- and 500-baht notes — a
pattern which investigators said was
inconsistent with normal commer-
cial transactions.

The BoT has forwarded information
on the transactions to both the Anti-
Money Laundering Office (Amlo) and
the EC for further scrutiny.

Mr Sawaeng said he has held pre-
liminary discussions with the BoT gov-
ernor and would meet again shortly
to work out practical arrangements
for cooperation, noting that the two
agencies do not currently have a

memorandum of understanding on
information sharing.

“The EC has instructed its investiga-
tive teams to closely monitor constitu-
encies where electoral competition is
particularly intense and where there
are concerns that large sums of money

may be unlawfully distributed,” he said.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithan-
prapas praised the BoT governor for
identifying the irregularities, noting
that the findings were the result of a
broader initiative to build a financial
data bureau and track the movement
of so-called “grey money”.

“Once an irregular behaviour is
identified, the matter becomes the
responsibility of investigators. The gov-
ernor has also passed the information
to the Election Commission for exami-
nation,” Mr Ekniti said.

BoT governor Vitai Ratanakorn said
the central bank has requested all com-
mercial banks to report suspicious cash
withdrawals covering a period from
roughly two weeks ago through to the
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end of February.

He said on Wednesday that at least
two suspicious cash withdrawals were
detected. One involved a withdrawal
of 250 million baht, while another
involved a total of 200 million baht
taken from two banks.

The account holders requested the
cash to be paid out in 100-baht notes,
which further raised concerns about
irregular financial activity.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul
said that he has seen the governor's
explanation on social media, and he
believes the matter has been han-
dled appropriately.
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Headline: Schemes for SMEs to generate at least B260bn
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Schemes for SMEs to generate at least
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« Public given chonee to delay
electricity bill payments

« taki's blistering rally continues past
55,200 08 dollar plunges ts 4-year
Jaw

YOU MAY LIKE

Whnt ecopontic benefits does the TCG Quick Big Win scheme generte?® +
Maw does the eople's ¥arty's 450bn plan compare o SME sippart mensures? -+
What new measures i the BoT implementing for goki trading? -

Gevemment measires 1o support small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) are expected ta help incrense monetary circulation in the
econamy by at beast 260 billion haht this vear, says the chist of Thai
Credit Guarantee Corporation (TCG).

According 10 TOG president Sittikom Direksoonthom, orgolng
government stimulug poekages almed at enhoneing Hoquidity for SMEz
comprise thres muin programmes.

First, the "TCG Quick Big Win” eredit gnasntes scheme, wiih-a guarantes
limit of 50 billion baht, is expected to lelp 534,300 SMEs gain access to
finaneing, generate economic benefits worth more than 206 billion baht,
while creating 64 billion baht in new credit in the system.

The highlights of the eredis guarantes scheme inchide: 3 wiiver of
guaraitee fees for the first three years (o ease SMES financial burden; 4
low guaTantes fee of 1% per year on the ousstanding balance from the
fourth yoor; risk-bnsed pricing using TCG's eredit scoring syetem; and o
high ing loan ion Tate i elim).

The ‘SMEs Credit Boost” eredit guarntes mechanism {5 implemented in
enllaboration with the Finence Ministry, the Bank of Thailand and
commereal banks, expected to result in arcund 100 billion baht in
nddditional new lending over 1-2 years,

2 towrists killed in Thai exparters told 1o

separate tralfle pecldests  manke barter use of froe
trade deals

Finally, the low-tmterest soft loan progromme "GSB Revitalising Thai
Businesses” by Government Savings Bank has a totl credit lise of 100
Dbillion balt and i3 expected o be rolled out sooi.

As for TCG's credit guarantees last yees, the compuny said the top three
seetors recelving guarantees were services (32,6%), food and beverages
[10.64%) and agriculture (£.2%), accounting for @ combined $1% of the
total guaranteed amount of roughly 48 billion baht.

As af Dec 31, the debt resalution programme "TCG Ready to Help” had
sucressfully assisted SMEs in resobving debt issues, totalling 24,324 cazes
and outatanding debt worts 16,2 billion baht sines the faunch of the debe
restriscturing measures in 2022,

Regarding the TOG Quick Rig Win scheme, as of mid-JTanoary applications
for credit guarantees had reached 3 billion bahe and are expected to rise
b 10 billion by the end of the monh

Disring the first 11 tonths of 2025, TG rerorded eumulative new credit
guarantess warth 35.7 billion baht, enabling 45,300 SMES to access.
financing, helping to preserve 467,004 jobs, and generating 46.6 billion
babt in credit within the system.

The overall economie benefit creared 55 estimared at 147 billion bahr,
according o TEG,
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