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Anutin touts Thai role for food supply

= Collection 2% short of target in Q1

Global forum lifts trade outleok
= Balloon fiesta celebrates 10th
anniversary
- P ——— S MODBO® @ [ |« Thailand Post, SIVITT forge medical

delivery tie-up

Listen to this articls » Gold price tops $5,100 smid global
f i chaos
| m Ay o - Singapore Afrlines plans fights to

Chistng Mai

Amid ongoing global geopolitical challenges, Thailand is ready to serve os
part of the world's food supply chain, says caretaker pramier Anutin
Charnvirakul.

Regarding the nation's recent participation in the World Economic Farum
{WEF) in Davos, Switzerland, Mr Anutin said Thailand is viewed as
playing an imporrant role in ensuring food security and 1s well positioned
to attract international investment.

Thailand is scheduled to host the World Bank and International Monetary
Fund annual meetings in October, he said, which should enhance the
country's international standing

Caretaker finance minister Eknitt Nitithanprapas, who led the Thai
delegation at the WEF, said the participation yielded three outcomes.

Flrsr, he said Thailand jumped anto the world's sdar, a5 both the conitry
and Asean have taken a neatral stance amid geopolitical conflicts,

resulting in d-high foreign i 1 through the
Board of Investment last vear, totalling 1.8 trillion baht, up 60% year-on.
vear.

The UK reported Thailand ranks sixth for investment in data centre
industries, following France, the US, South Korea, Brazil and Spain,

Second, Mr Ekniti said Thailand was able to build networks with
international organisstion leaders to exchange views on key challenges
facing the global economy,

Third, the delegation attractad foreign nvestors to Thailand, holding
diseussions witl leaders of 30 global corporationg that are expected o
generate both new and existing investment inflows of move than 500
billion baht.

Caretaker commerce minister Suphajes Suthumpun, who was also part of
the delegarion, said the world is experiencing extreme polarisation, with
countrics being pressured to take sides, while trade has increasingly
become intertwined with national security, forcing every country to find
ways to survive.

"Thailand is pursning & policy of being friendly with all nations,
prompting many countries to seek trade relations with us,” said Mrs
Suphajes,

She cited Buropesn Commission President Ursula von der Leyen noting
the EU wants to invest in Asean, pasticularly Thailand, and aims to
eonciude negotintions on the Thailand-EU free trade agreement (FTAL

Thailand'’s trade stance is not to align with any particular hioc, but to
consider the trade interests of its partners mther than focusing sobely on
its awn benefits, an approach Mrs Suphajee said is essential for building
sustainable trade partnerships.

“The most valuable corrency is trust,” she said, adding Thaflamd alio held
diseusaions with Canada ro continue negotiations on 4 Thailand-Canada
FTA, with bath sides seeking to conclude a deal within this vear, with the
pact coming into effect on Jan 1, 2027,
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Thailand confirms readiness to
host 2026 IMF—World Bank
Annual Meetings in Bangkok
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Thailand Ready to Host 2026 IMF—World Bank Meetings
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Thailand has confirmed its readiness 1o host the 2026 Annusl Mestings of the Boards of Governors of the
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank Group this October, with preparations led by the Ministry
of Finance in coordination with the Bank of Thalland ( BOT) and the Banghkok Metropolitan Administration
{BMA). The selecticn highlights global confidence in Thailand’ s ability to host major international economic
and financial meetings.

The mestings are expected to sttract more than 15,000 participants from 191 member countries,
including finance ministers, central bank governeors, senior financial executives, and civil scciety
representatives. Key discussions will address global ecanamic grawth, fiscal and financial stability, poverty
reduction, and sustainable development, placing Banghkok at the center of high-level giobal policy dialogue.

Officlals said hosting the event will deliver both Immediate and long-term gains. In the near term. itis
expected 1o stimulate tourism and related services, while over tims, it will help draw investment by
showcasing Thailand s infrastructure, transportation networks, and capacity to manage large international
events,

Thailand will host the meetings under the theme “Thailand’s New Horizons: Empowering People, Building

F s s ing prment that prioritizes inclusiveness and national resilience across
econamic, financial, envirenmeral, and energy sectors, The meetings will also allow Thalland to present its

¥ within ir ional frar rh

development vision and role in supporting global

The BoT plans to advance discussions on safe and Inclusive digital finance, focusing on reducing digital
fraud. strengthening cybersecurity, and impreving digital financial ¥ 1o suppert fi b well-
being. Thai authorities are working with the IMF and World Bank Group to share regional experience and
contribute to broader international approaches in this area.

As part of the preparations, Bangkok has unveiled a landmark for the 2026 IMF—World Bank Group Annual
Meetings at Benjakitti Park, in front of the Queen Sirlkit National Conventlon Cemer, The installation will
serve as & welcoming gateway far participants and a public symbel of Bangkok's readiness to host a global
event, and it will be open daily from 4:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., in line with park cperating hours,
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Thailand Launches Landmark
for IMF—World Bank Meetings
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Joint press release: Thafland Announces the Launch of the
Landmark for the 2028 International Monetary Fund (TMF)—
World Bank Group Annual Meetings
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Ql revenue beats target, but net intake dips
as Finance Ministry speeds up corporate
tax refunds
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Thalland's Finance Ministry reports gross revenue collection  MOST VIEWED
of 767.9 billion baht in QI FY2026, up 5.9% year-on-year and
above target by 3.4%, while net revenue missed the goal as
the government accelerated corporate income tax refunds a ven
worth 38.6 billion baht to boost business liquidity,
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FINANCE
Schemes for SMEs to

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

Government measures to supportsmall

and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)

are expected to help increase monetary

circulation in the economy by at least

260 billion baht this year, says the chief

of Thai Credit Guarantee Corporation

(TCG).

According to TCG president Sittikorn

Direksoonthorn, ongoing government

stimulus packages aimed at enhanc-

ing liquidity for SMEs comprise three  Mr Sittikorn says TCG recorded

main programmes, cumulative new credit guarantees

First, the “TCG Quick BigWin” credit ~ worth 35.7 billion baht during the first

guarantee scheme, with a guarantee 11 months of 2025.

limit of 50 billion baht, is expected to

help 54,300 SMEs gain access to financ-  sectors receiving guarantees were
ing, generate economic benefits worth  services (32.6%), food and bever-
more than 208 billion baht, while cre- ages (10.6%) and agriculture (8.2%),
ating 60 billion baht in new creditin  accounting for a combined 51% of the
the system. total guaranteed amount of roughly 48
The highlights of the credit guarantee  billion baht.
scheme include: a waiver of guarantee As of Dec 31, the debt resolution
tees forthe firstthreeyearsto ease SMEs'  programme “TCG Ready to Help” had
financial burden; a low guarantee fee of ~ successfully assisted SMEs in resolv-
1% per year on the outstanding balance  ing debt issues, totalling 24,324 cases
from the fourth year; risk-based pricing  and outstanding debt worth 16.2 bil-
using TCG's credit scoringsystem; and  lion baht since the launch of the debt
a high non-performingloan compensa-  restructuring measures in 2022.
tion rate (maximum claim). Regarding the TCG Quick Big Win
The "SMEs Credit Boost” creditguar-  scheme, as of mid-Januaryapplications
antee mechanism is implemented in  for credit guarantees had reached 5 bil-
collaboration with the Finance Minis- lion baht and are expected to rise to 10
try, the Bank of Thailand and commer-  billion by the end of the month.
cial banks, expected to result in around During the first 11 months of 2025,
100 billion bahtin additionalnewlend- TCG recorded cumulative new credit
ing over 1-2 years. guarantees worth 35.7 billion baht, ena-
Finally, the low-interest soft loan pro-  bling 45,300 SMEs to access financing,
gramme “GSB Revitalising Thai Busi-  helping to preserve 467,000 jobs, and
nesses” by Government Savings Bank  generating 46.6 billion baht in credit
has atotal credit line 0of 100 billion baht ~ within the system.
and is expected to be rolled out soon. The overall economic benefit created
As for TCG's credit guarantees last  is estimated at 147 billion baht, accord-
year, the company said the top three ingto TCG.
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