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PM to discuss inter-agency data bureau
Cambodia breaks ceasefire, Thai
system soldier wounded
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Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul will attend a Finance Ministry
subcommittee meeting Friday under the "Connect the Dots" initiative,
aimed at establishing a data bureau system to tackle money laundering
and illicit financial flows linked to grey capital.

The Connect the Dots committee was set up to integrate financial data
across agencies including the Bank of Thailand, the Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC), and the Anti-Money Laundering Office
(AMLO).

The goal is to strengthen oversight and disrupt illegal financial networks
undermining Thailand's economy.

Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas, who chairs the subcommittee,
likened the current system to "blind men touching an elephant"”. noting
that while each agency holds critical data, legal restrictions prevent them
from sharing information across institutions.

To resolve this, the committee will propose creating an Open API system,
allowing agencies to transmit financial data digitally while retaining
authority under their own legal frameworks. This would enable cross-
agency visibility without requiring amendments to existing laws, said Mr
Ekniti, who also serves a deputy prime minister.

He said the government's recent economic stimulus measures -- including
the Khon La Khrueng Plus (co-payment scheme), Thiao Dee Mee Khuen
(tourism rebate programme), and accelerated budget disbursement (Front
Load) -- are expected to boost GDP growth by 1% in Q4 2025 and add
0.2% to full-year growth.

This would raise Thailand's overall growth above the 2% forecast by the
National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC).

Do you like the content of this article? e 0-
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Banker urges expertise in next

government

US-China tension requires steady hand

« Cooperation project in limbo

* Chamber wary of oil, commodity
prices

« Hong Kong ranked fourth for ‘post-
Covid air transit connectivity in
Asia-Pacific

e AOBO00=D

+ Gold surges as US capture of

Venczuclan president spurs safe-
haven demand

Listen to this article
Al 000 / 4:23 * US invasion adds support to strong
J local currency

Taiwan?

Howcan >

(( pespertiue How can Thailand leverags supply chain realignments amid US-China rivalr -

The next government is advised to utilise professionals with proven
expertise to address the US.China spat, which is expected to intensify and
could lead to a military confrontation.

Speaking on a Facebook Live session on Tuesday, Kobsak Pootrakool,
chief economist at Bangkok Bank, said 2026 will likely be marked by
intensified military confrontations alongside the resumption of US tariff
measures.

He said there is a possil

y of further US military interventions across
the Americas, including in Cuba and Colombia, as well as in Greenland,
following recent remarks by US President Donald Trump.

For the remainder of Trump's term through 2028, global military tensions
are expected to rise, Mr Kobsak said, adding this year the US may focus
on a "backyard clean-up’ strategy targeting selected locations in Latin
America and Greenland.

In 2027, he said a potential confrontation between the US and China
could emerge, accompanied by heightened tensions across Asia.

"By 2028, the final year of Trump's presidency, the outlook rem
highly uncertain, and it is still too early to assess the risk of a broader

global conflict or even World War IIL" said Mr Kobsak.

——— ( pesperone How con thaiond everage supply chain eolignmentsomic . > )
holdings of US Treasury securities from roughly USS1.3 trillion to $680

billion as a precaution against possible US asset scizures.

In parallel, the mainland expanded military exercises conducted during
the New Year peri

"The world is entering an era where ‘anything goes' and might makes
right'. China may even move to invade Taiwan," he warned.

As global instability intensifies, Thailand will be unable to avoid the
spillover effects and will face mounting challenges because it is a small
economy, said Mr Kobsak, stressing the need for more realistic risk
assessments and stronger national preparedness.

With a general election approaching, he said political parties and the
incoming government will need to address increasingly complex risks.

Mr Kobsak urged political leaders to appoint professionals with proven
expertise to navigate these uncertainties.

Beyond border-related issues, Thailand must also prepare for an
increasingly polarised global order, he said.

"Political party platforms should place greater emphasis on these strategic
considerations, rather than focusing solely on conventional policies such
as cash-handout schemes,” said Mr Kobsak.

Separately, a Finance Ministry source who requested anonymity said the
US military invasion of Venezuela may lead to a decline in global oil
prices over the long term.

The source noted the operation is not expected to affect global oil
production levels or prices in the short term. Oil prices are on a
downward trend primarily due to excess supply.

The US role in Venezuela is expected to have a positive impact on
Venezuela's oil production and exports over the longer term, which would

contribute to lower global ol prices in 1-2 years, noted the source.

Global oil prices remained stable following news of the US military
operation. Dubai crude oil closed on Jan 5 at $60.95 per barrel, edging
up by $0.16 per barrel.

Venezuela's oil production in November 2025 averaged 930,000 barrels
per day, while its average production in 2024 tallied 870,000 barrels per
day, accounting for 2.12% of total global oil production.

Most of Venezuela's oil exports are shipped to China and India.

Venezuela holds the world's largest proven oil reserves.

Following the US military incursion, American companies are expected to
resume playing a major role in the country's oil production and exports,
through compensation for previously seized assets, new investments and
the gradual easing of sanctions.

These developments are expected to increase Venezuela's oil production
and exports, leading to a significant decline in global oil prices over the
long term, noted the source.
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