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Headline: Warning to vessels taking oil to Cambodia

Warning to vessels taking oil to Cambodia

POST REPORTERS

Thai vessels whose owners are found to
have disguised or falsified theirnation-
alitywhile transporting oil to Cambodia
will face legal action, the Thai Maritime
Enforcement Command Center (Thai-
MECC) warned.

The centre also announced that all
oil tankers transiting to, from or through
Cambodian and Thai waters must
strictly comply with vessel identifica-
tion and reporting laws.

Speaking at the Joint Information
Center on the Thai-Cambodian situ-
ation, Rear Admiral Jumbol Nakbua,
spokesman for Thai-MECC, said the
National Security Council (NSC)
has resolved to tighten oversight of

Thailand’s maritime domain, particu-
larly the transport of energy products
and military supplies to Cambodia.

He said the measures fall into four
main areas. The first involves enhanc-
ing maritime surveillance and early-
warning systems, with a focus on
commercial activities and energy trans-
portation. Authorities will closely moni-
tor cargo transfer mechanisms between
land and sea.

The second centres on stronger coor-
dination among agencies regulating oil
exports and military-related materials,
including the Department of Fisher-
ies, the Customs Department, the Royal
Thai Navy, the Excise Department and
the Marine Department.

This integrated approach will rely
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on legal enforcement at ports in all 23
coastal provinces to tighten area control
and prevent the smuggling or transport
of military supplies to Cambodia.

The third set of measures targets
maritime transport of energy prod-
ucts and military equipment that vio-
lates conditions governing innocent
passage under Thailand's rights as a
coastal state, as well as port state con-
trol regulations. Cambodian vessels
found breaching these measures may
be denied access to Thai ports.

The fourth focuses on promoting
safety for those engaged in maritime
activities and limiting commercial
maritime transport unrelated to armed
conflict between Thailand and Cam-
bodia at sea.
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Ad Rate: 1.331 Headline: Beefed-up IP crackdown nets results
FRAUD
PHUSADEE ARUNMAS and the Customs Department.
Three specialised task forces were
The Department of Intellectual  deployed, including mobile patrol
Property (DIP) has intensified a  units operating in major Bangkok
nationwide crackdown on intellec-  shopping districts, regional task
tual property (IP) infringement, seiz-  forces covering high-risk provincial
ing more than 3.3 million counter-  areas, and inspection units monitor-
feit and pirated items with damages  ing tourist destinations classified as
exceeding 1.14 billion baht during  special surveillance zones.
the first 11 months of this year. Recent operations in the North-
The operation, launched in coop-  east, carried out between Dec 10
eration with multiple stateagencies  and 14, resulted in five arrests and
and private-sector rights holders,  theseizure of 4,505 infringing items
targets infringing goods at their  valued at 4.6 million baht. Search
source through proactive inspec-  warrants were executed at retail
tions across the country, outlets, commercial premises and
DIP Director-General Auramon  private residences in Nakhon Ratch-
Supthaweethum said enforcement  asima, Nong Khai, Udon Thani and
efforts have been continuously —KhonKaen.
strengthened to curb the circula- Overall enforcement outcomes
tion of illegal products and protect ~ showed fewer cases compared with
legitimate businesses. the same period last year, but sig-
Between ]anuary and Novem- niﬁcantly larger seizures. While the
ber, authorities recorded 1,132 numberofcases fell by 16.15% year-
cases. The seized itemsranged from  on-year, the volume of seized items
counterfeit clothing, handbagsand ~ rose by 21.35%, and estimated dam-
footwear to cosmetics, electrical ~ agessurged bynearly 64%, reflecting
applia_nces and automotive parts, ashift towards intercepting gODdS at
many of which were deemed sub-  upstream supply points, she said.
standard and potentially hazardous In parallel, the DIP has expanded
to consumers, its crackdown on online infringe-
Enforcement operations were ment through a Notice and Take-
conducted jointly with the Eco- down mechanism in cooperation
nomic Crime Suppressign Divi- with majnr e-commerce p]arfnrms.
sion of the Royal Thai Police, the ~ Nearly2,900 infringing listings have
Department of Special Investigation ~ been removed from five platforms.
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THINK BIG
Exim Bank wants to prod Thai small
businesses to consider export markets to
build sustainability. 4

TRADE

Exim Bank advises SMEs to look abroad

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

Thailand needs to increase the number
of smalland medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) that can export goods to global
markets to build long-term sustainabil-
ity in the shipment sector, according to
the new chief of Export-Import (Exim)
Bank of Thailand.

Charat Rattanaboonniti, the bank’s
president, said Thailand’s export
growth is expected to slow in 2026,
with Exim Bank forecasting growth of
about 2%, down from an estimated 13%
this year.

“Next year, Thailand's export sector
will continue to face the impact of US
President Donald Trump's tariff meas-
ures, exchange rate volatility, intensify-
ing trade competition and a high base

effect,” he said.

“Strengthening Thailand’s export
sector requires increasing the number
of exporters.”

Over the past decade, the number of
Thai exporters remained flat. Moreover,
90% of total export value comes from
large exporters — roughly 5,000 firms
— while the remaining 10% comes from
SMEs, numbering 22,000 exporters (out
ofroughly 3 million SMEs nationwide).

By comparison, SMEs in India
account for as much as 45% of the coun-
try’s total export value, while in Canada
the figure is 42%. In Vietnam, a com-
petitor of Thailand, SME exports make
up three times the share in Thailand.

In addition, as much as 40% of large
companies exporting goods from Thai-
land are multinational firms or have
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foreign shareholding, further reducing
the number of purely Thai exporters.

Mr Charat said Exim Bank wants to
double the number of SME exporters.

Ofthe 22,000 Thai SMEs that export,
around 2,000 are Exim Bank customers.

The bank aims to increase this figure
to 4,000 next year by seeking markets
or buyers for SMEs, both in existing
markets such as the US and China —
especially in mid-sized cities — aswell
as in frontier markets such as Africaand
the Middle East.

He said SMEs must strive to expand
into overseas markets as the domestic
market has only 60-70 million people
and is an aged society with declining
consumption. By expanding abroad,
SMEs can access a global market of
around 8 billion people.

As for Exim Bank’s loan expansion
target in 2026, Mr Charat said it will
remain at 180 billion baht, the same
level as in 2025.

However, the bank plans to increase
the proportion of loans aimed at sup-
porting export expansion, unlike this
year when most of the lending was
working capital loans to enhance
exporters’ liquidity.

In terms of the baht, he warned
exporters, especially SMEs, that they
need to be cautious about exchange
rate impacts, noting an appreciation
of 1 baht will reduce exporters’ profits
by more than 2%.

If the Thai currency strengthens by
2 baht, profits can fall by nearly 5%,
potentially making some export trans-
actions unprofitable.
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