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Headline: Govt to establish data bureau to curb grey money flows

Clip: Full Color

FINANCE

Govt to establish data bureau to curb grey money flows

WICHIT CHANTHANUSORNSIRI

The government is to set up a data
bureau to combat grey money flowing
through cryptocurrency, money chang-
ers, and the gold market, Finance Min-
ister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said.

As chair of the Subcommittee on
Financial Data Integration, Mr Ekniti,
also a deputy prime minister, said
yesterday that the bureau will consoli-
date financial information from major
agencies, including the Ministries of
Finance, Digital Economy and Soci-
ety, Commerce and Justice, the Bank of
Thailand, the Anti-Money Laundering

News ID: C-251106001015 (6 Nov 25/03:48)
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Office and the Revenue Department.

Mr Ekniti said this will be done to
eliminate data barriers and strengthen
tinancial oversight.

The bureau’s work will centre on
verifying the identities of individuals,
corporations and nominees, track-
ing suspicious financial movements,

and monitoring inflows and outflows
of funds.

It will also scrutinise transactions
involving real estate, luxury vehicles,
gold, and unregulated crypto markets
to detect potential money laundering,

The bureau is expected to be opera-
tional by December.
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Goods ordered from online platforms to
be charged import duties from first baht
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The Cust will begi g import duties
on oll goods ordered from online platforme, Including those
under 1,500 baht, starting next year, as part of the Quick Big
Win policy.
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Headline: Finance Ministry launches Thai Red Cross Lottery 2025 with 100-baht gold bar prize

1
L4 News

Finance Ministry launches Thai Red
Cross Lottery 2025 with 100-baht
gold bar prize

F WEDNESDAY, NOVEMEER 05, 2025

The Ministry of Finance begins selling Thai Red Cross Lottery 2025
from Wednesday (November 5), offering a 100-baht gold bar as
the grand prize. Tickets priced at 50 baht each.

Auhaphon Awhawaradet, Deputy Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Finance, outlined the
preparations for the zoz5 Thai Red Cross Lottery, explaining that it offers the public a chance o
donate to the Thai Red Cross Society while also having the opportunity to win substantial prizes.

The zozs lottery will be sold starting November 5, 2025, at a price of 50 baht per tickew. In addition
to supporting the Thai Red Cross Society, ticket holders can win a variety of gold prizes, with the
grand prize being a 1oo-baht gold bar.

The total value of the prizes is estimated at over 17.5 million baht (based on gold prices as of
Seprember 24, 2025).

Prizes include:

= 15t Prize: 1oo-baht gold bar {1 winner)
= znd Prize: 5-bahr gold bar (2 winners)

= grd Prize: 1-baht gold bar (20 winners)

* gth Prize: 2-salueng gold bar (100 winners)

* s-digit ending prizes: half-salueng gold bar (1,000 winners)

Those interested can purchase tickets or get more information by calling o 2126 5800 ext. 28872,
2R870, 0F 08 1376 5527,

Atthaphon encouraged sveryone to take part in this charitable event, saying, “By purchasing the
Thai Red Cross Lottery tickets, T helieve you will gain both merit, fortune, and happiness.”

News ID: I-1251105001188 Page: 1/1
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Import duty planne

d on

Jan 1 for low-cost goods

Goal is to level
the playing field

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Customs Department is prepar-
ing to impose import duties on goods
valued less than 1,500 baht (the de
minimis value) starting Jan 1 next year
to create fair competition for domes-
tic businesses.

According to Phantong Loykulnanta,
director-general ofthe Customs Depart-
ment, this initiative is part of the depart-
ment’s policy under the government's
“Quick Big Win" framework.

The measure is expected to generate
about 3 billion baht in additional cus-
toms revenue, based on import values
of items priced less than 1,500 baht that

g1\ "

-

Import duties on

goods valued less than 1,500 baht are set to take effect starting

were previously exempt from value-
added tax (VAT) and import duties.

In July last year, the department
began collecting VAT on imported
goods valued less than 1,500 baht,
which helped increase its VAT revenue
by 2 billion baht, while import duties
were exempt.

According to the department, com-
mencingJan 1, 2026 import duties will
also be collected on de minimis value
goods with import values starting from
1 baht to ensure an equal playing field
for domestic producers and foreign
importers.

Mr Phantong said the department
will meet tomorrow with major online
sales platforms Shopee and Lazada,
which are amongthe largestimporters
of low-value goods, to discuss opera-
tional procedures for implementing the
import duty collection.

To ensure the feasibility of collect-

expecis to generate 3 billion baht from the measure.
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ing duties on low-value goods, of which
hundreds of millions are imported
each year, the department plans to
require online platforms that import
these goods to declare the importvalue
and tariff classification of each item,

enabling customs to assess the appli-
cable import duties.

If online platforms fail to provide
this information to the department,
customs clearance for their goods may
be delayed, he said.

In the long term, the department
plans to amend relevant laws to make
the collection of import duties on low-
value goods more convenient by intro-
ducing a flat-rate system, under which
each parcel will be taxed at a predeter-
mined rate, said Mr Phantong.

“Based on our assessment, imports
valued less than 1,500 baht totalled
around 30 billion baht last year. With
an average import duty rate of 10%,

~

Jan 1 next year. The Customs Department
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Headline: Import duty planned on Jan 1 for low-cost goods

this measure could increase revenue
by about 3 billion baht,” he said.
Several countries including the US

have begun collecting import duties on
low-value goods, with online platforms
responsible for remitting taxes to cus-
toms authorities, said Mr Phantong.

In addition, the Customs Depart-
ment unveiled two other measures
known as “Trade Enabler” and “Social
Protector”.

The Trade Enabler measure includes:
upgrading the Lat Krabang Customs
House, which currently functions as an
import checkpoint or inland container
depot, to also serve as an export check-
point; allowing transshipment of goods
atLaem ChabangPort without requiring
anew customs declaration by authoris-
ing a director-general announcement
permitting automatic processing based
on the ship’s manifest; and expediting
tax refunds for exporters.

Under the Social Protector measure,
the department plans to sign memo-
randums of understanding with online
platforms that import goods to monitor
and restrict the sale ofillegal goods, or
those requiring import licences.

Regarding the Thailand-US trade
agreement, which requires Thailand to
abolish reward payments to customs
officers for seizing smuggled goods to
prevent distortions in customs opera-
tions, Mr Phantong said this provi-
sion in the Customs Act of 1926 would
require a legislative amendment.

However, as a short-term measure he
said he would issue a regulation stipu-
lating that executives at Level 8 and
above are ineligible to receive finan-
cial rewards from tax evasion seizures
in order to prevent conflicts of interest.
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