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Headline: Border aid packages get govt nod

Clip: Full Color

WELFARE

Border aid
packages
get govt nod

POST REPORTERS

Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira
has endorsed a package of economic
relief measures proposed by the Thai
Chamber of Commerce (TCC) to
assist communities affected by the
recent unrest along the Thai-Cambo-
dian border.

The affected communities are in
seven provinces — Trat, Chanthaburi,
SaKaeo, Buri Ram, Surin, Si Sa Ket, and
Ubon Ratchathani.

Following talks with TCC chair-
man Poj Aramwattananont yesterday,
Mr Pichai, who's also a deputy prime
minister, confirmed the government's
commitment to easing the impact of
the clashes, with measures covering
taxation, finance, tourism, labour,
and agriculture.

The TCC proposed several tax incen-
tives, including double deductions for

News ID: C-250822001008 (22 Aug 25/05:04)

companies holding conferences or
study trips in the seven affected prov-
inces, along with a 90% cut in local taxes
such asland, building, and signage fees.

It also urged leniency for local busi-
nesses, including waiving surcharges
and penalties for late tax filings or
reduced profit declarations.

The chamber further recommended
extending tax deadlines by up to six
months and temporarily lowering
the withholding tax rate from 3% to
1% for one year for entrepreneurs in
border areas.

On financial relief, the TCC called
for state-run banks to offer soft loans of
up to 50,000 baht per household, with
interest capped at 1% and a one-year
repayment holiday. It also suggested
establishing a 5-billion-bahtrestoration
fund to revive the local economy.

To stimulate tourism, the chamber
urged the Thailand Convention and
Exhibition Bureau (TCEB) and Tourism
Authority of Thailand (TAT) to direct
budgets toward conferences and semi-
narsin the affected provinces, prioritis-
ing safe zones.

Government agencies and local
organisations nationwide were also
asked to host meetings and study trips
in these areas to help distribute income
to affected communities.
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Finance Ministry considers full relief package for
unrest-hit border provinces
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The Finance Ministry 15 seviewing Thai Chamber of Commezce proposals to help seven provinces
affected by Thailand—Cambodis border nncest. The measures target tax relief, financal ad, towdsm,
and labor support.

Tax and fees: Businesses holding seminars, snady tonss, or lodging in the seven provinees could
dechict twice their expenses. Local taxes—ncluding land and budlding, semboard, and selated taxes
—wonld be cot by 90%. Penalties and suecharges for underreportmg profits by up to 25% wonld be
wived. Tax filing and psyment deadlines would be extended by 3-0 months, sud withholding tax
reduced from 3% to 1% for cie vear for local opeators:

+ Finance: Commeszcial banks would provide assistunce under existing state progeams. State banks
would offer low-interest emergency loans of up to 50,000 THE per househeld at 1% annaal
interest, with poncipal and interest deferved for 12 months. A 5 billion THB “Border Recovery

Fund™ is proposed to revive local eronomies,

Tourism and econonmy: The Thaland Comvention and Exhibition Bursau and the Toudsm

Authosty of Thailand would suppoct public and puivate ageacies i hosting seminars and spady
towes in safe arens of the provinces. Government agencies and local badies nationwide would be

niged to hold events there to boost income and local development.

.

Labor: The plansed munmuom wsge nse to 400 THE /day for hotels and service businesses
would be delaved. Emplover and employee social secuity contributon rates would be cut to

0.5% for one vear, with decl payment d

previous Aood relief models
Rules for bringing in replacement foreign workers from Laos and Myanmar would be simplified,
costs reduced, and assistance given for tegistiation and permits, Labor could slso be brought
from Bangladesh, the Philippines, and Indonesia, Provineial labor coordination centers would be
set up to quickly match waorkess with business needs.

Cambeodian workers could remen without fees nsing pink ITY cards and register legally afterward. All
current foreign workers wonld have @ two-month regstration window: For a new MOTU on

Cambodian workers, registration fees would be cut by at Jeast 30%% to encourage legal hinng

Deputy Pnme Minister and Finance Minister Picha: Chonlavajis said labor shortages would be
tackled through extending stays for legal wonkers, legalizing undocumented wodkiers, and importing

labor Economic recovery would include tousiam activities and tax icentives, Some measiges—

such s income tax exemptions for affected individuals and redoced i

g tax—are already in

place, while Jower interest tes and other support will be discussed with banks.

Poj Ammwattananont, Chawperson of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, sad the proposed cot to
social security contributions is tied to the 400 THB wage issue, noting lotels and restaurants face

lonw eustomer snbess while paying high wages.

Pichai added that agriculhare is the most affected sector. The Thai Chamber of Commerce and the
Department of Internal Trade have set up an Agrenitoral and Food Coordinanon Center to Fead mare
ofganize nationwide caravans with retalers. Goods from the provinees that cannof be sold Jocally =T
will be myoved to central markets, Shodt- and long-term effects will be assessed with secusity

agencies to determine farther aid, including possible extrs pay for skilled Tha wovkers.

Govermment assistance will follow secity sssessments, with immediate measures focused on

moving goods to central markets vatil the affected proviness are safe to access,

< thee n + Over 13,000 Foreign Workers
Receive lllegal Health
Checks at W Medical
e et e et et s e e e A A e i e e i e e s = Hnerlte) Former Labor
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Pact to enhance value of farm products
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WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Bank for Agriculture and Agricul-
tural Cooperatives (BAAC) hasteamed
up with the Thailand Institute of Sci-
entific and Technological Research
(TISTR) to enhance the value of Thai
agricultural products.

Following the signing of a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU) with
the TISTR on academic cooperation
and technology transfer yesterday,
BAAC president Chatchai Sirilai said
the partnership aims to integrate
and disseminate knowledge in sci-
ence, technology and innovation to
enhance the potential and competi-
tiveness of farmers and agricultural
entrepreneurs, particularly among the
younger generation.

He said the goal is to enable them
to apply knowledge in production,
processing, yield improvement, mar-
keting, addressing farmers’ challenges
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and creating added value for agricul-
tural products.

The MoU also promotes the use of
scientific and technological services,
including production certification
standards, to strengthen farmers’ ability
to work with stability and sustainability,
said Mr Chatchai.

The BAAC is to support access to
financial resources, financial services
and business knowledge for farmers
and entrepreneurs.

The MoU covers three years.

He said the BAAC is committed to
providing support through capital,
knowledge, technology, innovation,
marketing and value-added product
development.

The bank regularly collaborates with
TISTR to improve farmers’ quality of
life, including developing modern agri-
cultural technology, transferring knowl-
edge and innovation, and supporting
young farmers.
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Oon-Im ready-to-eat rice was developed through the parinership between the BAAC
and the Thailand Institute of Scientific and Technological Research.

For example, efforts include mod-
ernising the image of agricultural
products through repackaging and
redesign, upgrading customer prod-
ucts to build community brands, and
moving towards high-value agricul-
tural products.

A recent success story for this col-
laboration is the ready-to-eat rice
product Oon-Im, developed by the
Agricultural Marketing Cooperative in
Roi Et province.

This productwas developed through
research and processing technology
that adheres to safety standards, trans-
forming geographical indication-cer-
tified Thung Kula Rong Hai hom mali
rice into ready-to-eat rice using retort
sterilisation technology.

The result is high-quality, delicious
and standardised ready-to-eat rice that
can be stored at room temperature for
up to 18 months.

Since its launch in November 2024,

sales of Oon-Im ready-to-eat rice,
including hom mali, brown rice and
riceberry, have exceeded 43,000 cups,
generating revenue of more than 1.29
million baht.

Another example is mango jelly
from Pathumthip Garden in Lamphun
province, where the BAAC and TISTR
worked together to design new packag-
ing labels for the mango jelly, making
them distinctive, unique, appealing
and modern.

Weerachai Arjharn, governor of
TISTR, said the objective of this cooper-
ation goes beyond improving efficiency
in production and processing, encom-
passing upgrades of product standards,
developing marketing channels, creat-
ing added value and commercialising
research output in a concrete manner.

The MoU also promotes access
to funding and financial services to
strengthen the business capacity of
farmers and entrepreneurs at all levels.
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