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Headline: Minister nudges SET to restore public trust

Goal is sustainable
development

NUNTAWUN POLKUAMDEE

The Finance Minisiry has tasked the
Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) with
restoring investor confidence and out-
lined four mandates to drive sustain-
able development of the country’s
capital market.

The SET’s mandate is to restore
public trust and confidence in the Thai
capital market and ensure its long-term
sustainable growth, said Finance Min-
ister Pichai Chunhavajira.

“Today the SET celebrates 50 years of
operation, butwe must also look ahead
to the centennial. By then, [ hope to see
a market that has fully rebuilt public
trust and investor confidence,” he said.

Among the four responsihilities for
the bourse is enabling Thai businesses
to access efficient and affordable fund-
ing through capital markets.

The second task is to accelerate
product development and innovation

BOURSE URGED TO RESTORE TRUST
The Finance Ministry tasks the SET with
restoring investor confidence, outlining
mandates fo drive market development.

Minister nudges SET to restore public trust

As the SET enters its sixth decade, it faces the
critical task of evolving into a more agile and
inclusive platform positioned not only to drive
economic growth, but also to deliver lasting

value to Thai society.

PICHAI CHUNHAVAJIRA
Finance minister

in the capital market that addresses
fast-changing investor needs.

Third, the SET's internal systems
must be upgraded to ensure inclusive,
seamless market participation for
all stakeholders.

Finally, the exchange needs to
work closely with the Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC) to review
and streamline regulations to ensure
a fair and transparent market for both
institutional and retail investors.

Mr Pichai said these priorities are

essential not only for investor protec-
tion, but also for “empowering the
public to become active participants
in wealth creation”.

The capital market must be areliable
pillar in times of global uncertainty,
actingas a trusted mechanism for both
fundraising and investment, he said.

“Our goal is to provide Thais with
broader, more accessible investment
options, grounded in transparency,
sufficient information, and long-term
returns. We want to build a market

News ID: C-250702001052 (2 Jul 25/04:20)

-~ %, 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 (I 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

Page: 1/2

Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17" Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND
4 help@ignewsclip.com



Bangkok Post

Volume: -

Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 64.13
Circulation: 70,000

Ad Rate: 1,331

Ad Value: 85,357.03

Section: Business/NATIONAL
Date: Wednesday 2 July 2025

No: -

Headline: Minister nudges SET to restore public trust

Page: B1(Top), B2
PRValue (x3): 256,071.09

where investors, especially retail par-
ticipants, can make informed decisions
with confidence,” said Mr Pichai.

Asthe SET enters its sixth decade, it
faces the critical task of evolving into
a more agile and inclusive platform
positioned not only to drive economic
growth, but also to deliverlasting value
to Thai society, he said.

SET chairman Kitipong Urapeepa-
tanapong said the bourse is committed
to creating new investment opportuni-
ties and options, while advancing trad-
ing platform technologies and financial
products to enhance competitiveness
on a global scale.

Collaboration across regulators,
including the SEC and law enforcement
bodies such as the Department of Spe-
cial Investigation, is critical to rebuild
market confidence and strengthen
transparency of the capital market,
said Mr Kitipong.

“Over the years, Thailand’s capital
market has endured numerous crises.
The ability to adapt quickly is crucial,”
he said.

“Building trustisn’ta solo effort — it
requires cooperation between the SET,
the SEC and other stakeholders.”

To encourage broader participation
and reduce compliance barriers, the
SET is recommending the Revenue
Department allow listed companies
and their counterparties to submit tax
filings via e-filing systems, in addition
to accelerating tax refund processing.

Mr Kitipong also suggested revisiting
outdated capital market regulations,
particularly those hindering foreign
company listings and dual account-
ing practices among local businesses.

“What's holding the market back is
lack of trust and overly complex regu-
lation. We need fair, clear rules and a
digital-first mindset,” he said.

In addition, the SET is awaiting
approval of proposed tax incentives
under the Thailand Individual Sav-
ings Account scheme, including at
least a 50% dividend tax cut, aiming
to enhance long-term individ-
ual investments.

“Investors must exercise sound judg-
ment, but it's our job to provide accu-
rate, timely data,” said Mr Kitipong.

SET president Asadej Kongsiri
said the bourse’s mission is to create
equal opportunity across all segments,
from investors to entrepreneurs, by

increasing access to high-quality data
and expanding funding channels for
sustainable business growth.

“We want to empower individu-
als and businesses to use the capital
market as a platform for long-term suc-
cess,” said Mr Asade;j.

The SET is developing new invest-
ment products and tools in response
to market evolution, such as depositary
receipts and exchange-traded funds, to
help investors diversify and gain expo-
sure to the global market.

The bourse is also building a next-
generation, artificial intelligence-pow-
ered data platform to enable investors
to analyse and interact with capital
market information more efficiently.

Despite short-term volatility trom
both domestic and global factors, Mr
Asadej remains optimistic, pointing
to resilient sectors such as healthcare,
branded consumer products, and tour-
ism as long-term growth drivers.

“Our focus remains on building
investor confidence, strengthening
market stability, and modernising
infrastructure to ensure the Thai capi-
tal market is a reliable tool for future
economic development,” he said.
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Headline: Debt relief scheme to be expanded
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LENDING

Debt relief
scheme to be
expanded

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The cabinet has approved expansion of debtor
eligibility for the “You Fight, We Help” debt
relief programme.

Under the new criteria, debtors who have
been in arrears from one day up to 30 days, as
well as those with overdue debts exceeding 365
days, are now allowed to join the scheme.

This expansion will increase the number of
eligible debtor accounts by 2 million, with a
total debt value of 310 billion baht, according to
Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul.

Speakingafter the weekly cabinet meeting yes-
terday, Mr Paopoom said previously only debtors
who owed money for more than 30 days but less
than 365 days were eligible for the scheme.

“This expansion of the programme should
allow more debtors to benefit from it,” he said.

“Theregistration deadline for the programme
was extended to Sept 30 of this year, from the
original deadline of June 30"

Since the programme launched in December
of last year until April 15, 2025, 530,000 eligible
debtors, or 27% of the 1.9 million eligible par-
ticipants, have registered.

The amount of debt enrolled in the pro-
gramme tallied 385 billion baht, accounting for
43% of the total eligible debt amount of 890 bil-
lion baht.

According to Mr Paopoom, the cabinet’s deci-
sion to expand eligibility criteria aims to support
all groups of debtors and assist the public.

The types of debtors and methods of assis-
tance remain the same,

Under the programme, repayment instal-
ments are gradually reduced over a three-
year period.

If the debtor fully complies with the condi-
tions throughout the entire term, the interest
is waived.
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GOVERNANCE

Problems pile up for
beleaguered cabinet

PHUSADEE ARUNMAS
KUAKUL MORNKUM

The private sector is urging the new cab-
inet to urgently address economic and
agricultural challenges.

Poj Aramwattananont, chairman of
the Thai Chamber of Commerce and the
Thai Board of Trade, said the new cabinet
must tackle pressing issues related to the
economy, society and security.

“They must dedicate their efforts to
addressing economic challenges and
export concerns, espe-
cially given the uncer-
tainty surrounding
the outcome of tariff
negotiations with the
US,” he said.

Mr Poj said he
expects the conflict
between Thailand and
Cambodia to even-
tually be resolved,
allowing for trade
relations to normal-
iseand border security
to return.

Another concern is
the decline in agricul-
tural product prices,
as he said the govern-
ment should work
to lower production
costs and enhance
farming productivity.

Chookiat Ophas-
wongse, honorary
president of the Thai
Rice Exporters Asso-
ciation, said the agri-
cultural sector should
increase its invest-
ment in R&D, particularly in crop vari-
ety innovation.

He said he was disappointed that previ-
ous administrations simply proposed the
same policies focusing on financial aid
for fTarmers, while failing to introduce any
groundbreaking strategies, which hasleft
the agricultural sector stagnant.

civil servants to take a more proactive
approach for exports.

To enhance rice trading amid challeng-
ing conditions, he called for increased
marketing and promotion of Thai rice, as
export prices are not considerably higher
than those of competitors.

For instance, Thai rice is priced at
US$380 per tonne, while Vietnam's is at
$390 and India’s at $375.

Visit Limlurcha, president of the Future
Food Trade Association of Thailand, said
the new cabinet needs time to prove itself,
with the younger ministers hopefully

offering fresh ideas.

Mr Visit said he expects the new
commerce minister to expedite efforts
to increase exports in the latter part of
the year.

“The private sector is ready to collabo-
rate with the government and the new
commerce minister,” he said.

“The minister must quickly engage
with pressing issues, as there’s no time
tor a honeymoon period.”

Sorathep Rojpotjanaruch, head of the
Restaurant Business Club, said while
restaurateurs face
rising raw material
costs, there has been
a decline in agri-
cultural production
at farms.

Heurged the com-
merce minister to use
market mechanisms
and resolve the
unusual price mis-
matches along the
supply chain.

In addition, Mr
Sorathep called upon
the finance minister
to establish a dedi-
cated taskforce to
tackle the sluggish
economy, highlight-
ing the absence of
such a team.,

He advocated for

which provides a 50%
co-payment subsidy,
which should ben-
efit small vendors in

the industry.

Mr Sorathep also called for the govern-
ment to introduce a tax rebate scheme
for individuals dining at registered value-
added tax restaurants, allowing them to
use receipts for tax rebates.

He said businesses can qualify for this
scheme to help reduce corporate taxes.

The sluggish economy has also affected
operators in the creative industry, accord-
ing to the Publishers and Booksellers
Association of Thailand (Pubat).

Theerapat Charoensuk, a member
of Pubat's executive committee, said the
government must improve the country’s
economy to better support the creative
sector, particularly the book industry,
which is struggling due to reduced con-
sumer purchasing power.

Although the government has initiated
supportfor creative industries through its
soft power policy, he said a strong econ-
omy is vital to support the growth of the
creative sector.

The new cabinet must
dedicate its efforts to
addressing economic
challenges and export
concerns, especially
given the uncertainty
surrounding the
outcome of tariff
negotiations with the
US.

P0J ARAMWATTANANONT
Chairman, Thai Chamber of

the revival of the
In addition, Mr Chookiat said hehopes “Khon 1a Khrueng” CUmmE{CE
the new commerce minister will inspire  (half-half) scheme,
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