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Headline: Phase 3 of handouts in doubt

Phase 3 of handouts in doubt

PM says ‘revisions’
needed due to tariffs

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI
CHAIRITH YONPIAM

The next phase of the government'’s
flagship money handout scheme
requires some revisions as the impact
of US President Donald Trump's tariff
policies on the global economy looms
large, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shi-
nawatra said yesterday.

“Right now, opinions [on the project’s
next phase| are still being circulated
[among the parties concerned], as we
must take into account the changing
global economic situation,” she said,
speaking after yesterday’s weekly cabi-
net meeting,

“The National Economic and Social
Development Council and the Bank of
Thailand [for instance] have also pro-
vided their views, to which the govern-
ment must listen,” the premier added.

The government had previously
pushed forward this project for the
sake of economic stimulation, but now
that intervening factors have come into
play, it must first reassess what the exact
outcome of the planned stimulus could

be, she said.

“In the end, whether this project will
be postponed or not now depends also
on the opinions of relevant agencies,
even though the government, as the
executive branch, has the authority to
proceed with it,” said the PM.

She stressed that no changes have
been made yet.

The government must collect agency
feedback on the need for more eco-
nomic stimulus, and how the remain-
ing 150 billion baht could be used to
achieve the maximum benefit for the
country, Ms Paetongtarn said, adding
thatitis the government’s ultimate goal.

When pressed to confirm if the

government really intends to proceed
with the project, she reiterated that the
opinions of certain agencies must be
sought first.

The proposal to proceed with the
third phase, which was expected to be
tabled and approved by the cabinet
yesterday, has been deferred to a later
date, she said.

According to a Government House
source, the government has 157 billion
baht left to fund the third and last phase
of the scheme, a grassroots economic
stimulus policy, in which around 2.7
million Thais aged 16 to 20 will be given
10,000 baht each in digital currency to
help stimulate the economy.

News ID: C-250507001014 (7 May 25/03:25)

Ll .ye(]i, | DataxetLimited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17™" Fls
m A, 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 (5} 02-253-5001, Oﬁuaswwm

Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patum
4 help@ignewsclip.com

This means about 27 billion baht
of the remaining funds will be spent
should the government proceed, said
the source.

Yesterday's decision by the cabinet
came despite assurances to the contrary
by Deputy Finance Minister Julapun
Amornvivat last week.

One of the reasons why the govern-
ment is considering scrapping phase
three is because the previous two
phases barely yielded any significant
effects, according to a source quoted
by Isra News Agency.

The remaining 150 billion baht
would then likely be diverted to other
stimulus projects seen as being more
effective in curbing the impact of Mr
Trump's tariff policies, said the source,

The first 100 billion baht would likely
goto funding the government's invest-
ment in improving the water manage-
ment system, and the rest to projects
to help people who lose their jobs due
to the tariff squeeze, the source added.

The Pheu Thai Party-led coalition
has spent 185 billion baht in funding the
scheme, in which 14.5 million people
were given 10,000 baht in cash.

While the impact of the taritf poli-
cies is being assessed, government
spending must be carefully monitored,
said finance permanent secretary
Lavaron Sangsnit.
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US TARIFFS

PM: We'll
get Trump
deal done

POST REPORTERS

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shi-
nawatra yesterday gave assur-
ances that talks with the United
States over tariff hikes would bear
fruit before President Donald
Trump'’s extended deadline.

The government postponed
negotiations with the US over the
rises after Thai officials based in
the US reportedly informed Ms
Paetongtarn that the officials
would also ask Thailand to review
anumber of specitic issues before
striking a deal.

As a result, Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Finance Minister Pichai
Chunhavajira cancelled histeam’s
April 23 trip to Washington.

Ms Paetongtarn said yesterday
the government had time to reach
an agreement with the US and she
was confident the details could be
ironed out before US President
Donald Trump's extended dead-
line tor the enforcement of tariffs.
The 36% levy on Thai goods by
Washington was initially set to
take effect on April 9.

The prime minister also
brushed aside speculation that if
a“secret deal” was made with the
US, it could be used to undermine
the government later. She said
certain issues cannot be revealed
to the public or must be revealed
ata certain time.

Thailand’s trade surplus with
the United States was estimated
at US$45.6 billion last year,

Meanwhile, the northern office
of the Bank of Thailand (BoT)
yesterday issued a report saying
that the economicsituation in the
region in the first quarterreflected
that of the rest of the country.

The agricultural and tourism
sectors will expand in the second
quarter, with industry and private
investment expected to see little
growth due to concerns over
global trade and tariffs.
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Headline: NEPC sets electricity price cap at 3.99 baht per unit until end of 2025
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NEPC sets electricity price cap at 3.99
baht per unit until end of 2025

News ID: I-1250506001207
@gewsClip

[ TUESDAY, MAY 08, 2028 (T 1 mnute recd

The National Energy Policy
council (NEPC) has approved
the electricity tariff for the
September-December 2025
period, capping the rate at 3.99
baht per unit.

Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira stated tha
Tuesday's meeting was chaired by Prime Minister
Pastangrarn Shinawatra,

"I'he government will maintain the electricity rate at
599 baht per unit until the end of the year,” be said,
adding that any further reduction would depend on
additional facters,

Poanpat Lecsombatpiboon, Secretary-General of the
Energy Regulatory Comimission (ERC), said the rate

for the May-August period will be set ae 3.08 baht per
unit.

This reduction is made possible by funds rectaimed
through the clawback mechanism from the three
electricity authoritics: the Electricity Generating
Authorivy of Thailasd (EGAT), the Provincial
Electricity Authoriey [PEA), and the Matropolitan
Electricity Authority (MEA)L
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He added thar, going forward, there must be a seudy
into the possibility of further reducing electriciey
costs by addressing hidden costs embedded within the
current pricing structure,

The NEPC has tasked relevant agencies with
conducting this study, including the Energy Ministry,
the ERC, the Energy Policy and Planning Office
(EPPO), FIT, BGAT, and the National Economic and
Social Development Couneil (NESDC).
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