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Cabinet meet
to discuss 3rd
handout plan

Next B10k giveaway
for 16 to 20 group

POST REPORTERS

The third phase of the government’s
10,000-baht money handout scheme
will be included in the cabinet meet-
ing next week ahead ofits scheduled
rollout between May and June, Deputy
Finance Minister Julapun Amormvi-
vat said.

Mr Julapun stated yesterday that
the proposal has already been submit-
ted to the Secretariat of the Cabinet
and is expected to be reviewed during
the upcoming cabinet session.

He said the government plans to
proceed with the distribution of funds
within the second quarter of this year,
as initially announced.

“This remains in line with the
original timeline. Everything is well
prepared, and no changes have been
made,” he said.

The third phase of the scheme was
approved in March as part of a broader
economic stimulus package. It targets
2.7 million young people aged 16 to
20, who will each receive 10,000 baht
via digital wallets.

Earlier phases of the programme
provided the 10,000-baht financial
support to welfare cardholders, per-
sons with disabilities, and senior citi-
zens aged 60 and above, with disburse-
ments processed through PromptPay.

Mr Julapun also reported that coor-
dination with financial institutions
and government agencies on tech-
nical system integration is progress-
ing smoothly.

Despite the programme’s ongo-
ing development, the scheme has
aftracted scrutiny.

A group of political critics submit-
ted a petition last week to the National
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Anti-Corruption Commission calling
for an investigation into the realloca-
tion of 35 billion baht from the 2025
fiscal budget.

The petition alleges that this
amount, initially earmarked for debt
repayment, is now being used to fund
the digital wallet scheme, potentially
in violation of budgetary regulations.

In response, Mr Julapun reiter-
ated that the budgetary process was
conducted entirely in accordance
with legal procedures. He clarified
that the debt repayment and interest
categories are separate in the budget,
and that the reallocated funds did not
infringe upon payments for public
debt servicing.

“As a member of the ad-hoc com-
mittee overseeing the 2025 budget, |
affirm that the budget approval was
thorough and lawfulin every respect,”
he said.

“It is the petitioners’ right to seek
clarification, and we will await the
Constitutional Court’s decision.”

Mr Julapun also addressed the
World Bank’s revised outlook for
the Thai economy this year, having
reduced its growth forecast to 1.6%.
He attributed this to the protection-
ist trade policies adopted by the
United States, noting that such global
shifts in trade dynamics have yet to
be fully accounted for due to ongo-
ing negotiations.

“Forecasts at this stage remain
incomplete, as the outcome of tariff
negotiations with the United States
and other trading partners is still
uncertain,” Mr Julapun said.

A turther review of GDP estimates
will be conducted once these talks
concluded, he added. The Fiscal
Policy Office is expected to announce
updated economic projections in the
near future,

“The key concern is the broader
impactotglobal trade imbalances on
various economies,” he said,
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