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Govt eyes tariff talks

Negotiators readied
as exporters panic

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA
PHUSADEE ARUNMAS
WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The government is ready to negotiate
with the United States to find ways to
ease the impact of President Donald
Trump's announcement this week of
a 37% tariff on the kingdom'’s exports.

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shi-
nawatra said yesterday in a statement
thatthe government recognises Ameri-
ca’s need torebalance its trade relation-
ships through its reciprocal trade and
tariffs policy.

However, the strategic framework
under Mr Trump is especially dynamic
and represents a departure from previ-
ous administrations.

At Mr Trump'’s so-called “Liberation
Day” event on Wednesday he revealed
the US would impose a minimum 10%
tariff on imports from all countries.

For those with a trade surplus against
the US, and which are viewed by it as

having unfair trade advantages —
such as high tariffs, non-tariff barriers,
and various fees — a country-specific
retaliatory tariff will be applied at half
the rate of what the US exports face in
those markets.

For Thailand, this has been set at
37%, effective from April 9.

This increase will inevitably impact
all trading partners, particularly affect-
ing American consumers’ purchasing
power, who may not be able to absorb
the rapid price increases, Ms Paetong-
tarn said.

Thai exporters are encouraged to
seek new potential markets to reduce
their reliance on a single market.

The government is aware of these
risks and has prepared mitigation
measures to support exporters, the
premier said.

“The Thai government wishes to
affirm that Thailand has expressed its
readiness to engage in dialogue with the
United States at the earliest opportunity

imposes sweeping global
tariff hikes under his Make
America Wealthy Again policy.

New tariff Trade balance
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toachievea fair trade balance that mini-
mises disruption to both economies,’
she said in the statement.

“A dedicated United States trade
policy taskforce, established on
Jan 6, prior to President Trump'’s
inauguration, has been working closely
with both public and private sectors for
the past three months to monitor devel-
opments and prepare a set of substan-
tive proposals.

“These proposals aim to incentiv-
ise the United States to enter negotia-
tions with Thailand while minimising
impacts on Thai farmers, consumers,
and relevant businesses. At the same
time, this moment may also serve as an

Country New tariff Trade balance
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opportunity for Thailand to restructure
production, reduce costs, and enhance
long-term competitiveness in certain
industries,” the PM said.

“Thailand remains firmly commit-
ted to building a stable and balanced
trade relationship with the United
States. We are well-positioned to be a
part of ‘Friend Shoring, by strengthen-
ing bilateral cooperation in mutually
beneficial industries for sustainable
global growth,” she said.

Thailand will promote cooperation
to strengthen both countries’ agricul-
ture and future-focused industries,
helping to mitigate the impacts on
both economies through constructive
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New lottery under threat as sales sag

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The three-digit N3 lottery run by the
Government Lottery Office (GLO) may
be discontinued as it struggles to com-
pete with underground versions.

According to Deputy Finance Min-
ister Julapun Amornvivat, the N3 lot-
tery was launched in November 2024
to address illegal underground versions,
but it appears to have had little effect.

Underground lottery tickets are
cheaper than N3 tickets. Instead of cut-
tingillegal lottery sales, N3 has reduced
sales of the GLO’s main product — the
traditional six-digit lottery — as cus-
tomers are now allocating part of their
budget to purchase N3 tickets.
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Mr Julapun said the GLO may need
to develop a new product to attract
underground players back to the legal
lottery system.

N3 buyers can choose any number
from 000 to 999, and many prefer to
select repeating digits for each posi-
tion, he said.

This differs from the traditional six-
digit government lottery (L6), where all
six digits are pre-determined, limiting
buyers to the available numbers.

N3 offers four types of prizes, and
draws take place on the 1st and 16th of
each month, using results from the L6
lottery as a reference, along with addi-
tional special prizes. The prize distri-
bution is calculated based on the sales
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revenue for each draw.

A source from the Finance Ministry
who requested anonymity said for the
April 1 draw, N3 sales tallied 980,337
tickets, continuing a decline from the
initial test sales, which exceeded 1 mil-
lion tickets.

N3 tickets are sold for 20 baht each
at 1,805 designated sales points nation-
wide. Purchases must be made through
the Pao Tang mobile app and collected
at sales points.

Underground lotteries in Thailand
are estimated to be worth between
100 billion and 300 billion baht annu-
ally. The government wants to capture
a portion of this market through the
N3 lottery.
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A screen capture
of the N3 ticket
purchasing
process on the
app, available at
GLO-registered
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Headline: Quake victims eligible for rent waivers on state land

Quake victims eligible for rent waivers on state land

The Treasury Department is offering
rent waivers to those who rent state
land and were affected by the March
28 earthquake, Deputy Finance
Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul
said yesterday.

The programme on offer applies to
rented state land in Bangkok and the
other 18 provinces which have been
declared areas affected by the quake,
he said.

For residential land lease contracts
and lease contracts for other purposes
in which the rights over the properties

built on the rentalland aren’t given to
the Ministry of Finance, the offer will
be a waiver of the monthly rent pay-
ment for up to one year if the proper-
ties are severely damaged.

In cases of moderate damage, the
waiver will apply for up to six months,
he said.

For buildings built on state land in
a lease contract in which the rights
over these properties are given to the
ministry, arent waiver for the monthly
rent will be offered for up to one year
in cases of severe damage. In cases

of moderate damage, the rent waiver
will be given for up to three months.

For contracts to construct a build-
ing on rental state land, the rent
waiver will be offered for up to one
year in cases of severe damage and up
to six months for moderate damage.

To apply for the rent waiver, ten-
ants are required to submit to the
department evidence of property
damage inspected and certified by
the Department of Public Works and
Town and Country Planning from
now until April 30.
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CONSTRUCTION

Anti-corruption efforts to start earlier for projects

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The inclusion of public construction
projects in the Integrity Pact (IP) pro-
gramme, allowing a third-party external
observer to participate in monitoring,
must begin from the initial stage of the
bidding process, according to Patricia
Mongkhonvanit, director-general of the
Comptroller-General’s Department.
She said the 30-storey State Audit
Office (SAO) building that collapsed
during construction last Friday in the
earthquake was included in the IP
scheme after bidding had taken place.
Mrs Patricia said in fiscal 2020, the
SAO submitted information about the
project to the Anti-Corruption Cooper-
ation Committee (CPT Committee) for
consideration to join the IP programme.
The project was still in the process of
determining a median price, and a CPT
subcommittee decided not to select it
for the TP scheme for fiscal 2020.
In fiscal 2021, the SAO resubmit-
ted the project for consideration due

to its complexity and the necessity of
expert oversight to ensure efficiency
and transparency.

By that time the project site had been
transferred to the contractor, with the
contract signed on Nov 23, 2020 with
the ITD-CREC joint venture.

The CPT subcommittee decided to
include the projectin the IP programme
for fiscal 2021.

After joining the IP programme,
observers produced monthly reports,
noting only project delays, but
expressed no other concerns.

According to Mrs Patricia, the IP
programme applies to projects valued
at 1 billion baht or more. For a project
to qualify, observers must be involved

from the beginning of the process.

If the process already started, the
project will not be selected, she said.

Selection also depends on budget
availability, as observers receive com-
pensation for their work.

The Anti-Corruption Organization of
Thailand (ACT), which was selected as

an observer for this project, previously
noted it joined the IP after the bidding
was completed and the winner had
been determined.

The IP is an anti-corruption tool
for public procurement developed by
Transparency International.

The 30-storey State
Audit Office building
that collapsed during
the earthquake was
included in the IP
scheme after bidding
had taken place.

PATRICIA MONGKHONVANIT
Director-general, Comptroller
General's Department

Rescuers use heavy machinery to drill through the rubble of the State Audit Office collapse, seeking to create a tunnel to
search for survivors. PATTARAPONG CHATPATTARASILL
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