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Headline: Casino push is too fast, critics say

Clip: Black/White

Casino push is too fast, critics say

Questions raised
over public scrutiny

POST REPORTERS

Casino-entertainment complex oppo-
nents yesterday voiced concern over
the way the government was pushing
the scheme, saying it appeared to be
rushed without sufficient public scru-
tiny or a proper feasibility study.
Theirremarks came after chief gov-
ernment whip Wisut Chainarun indi-
cated that the entertainment complex
bill, approved by the cabinet on March

27, will likely be scrutinised by April 9.

Senator Veerasak Vijitsaengsri wrote
on Facebook that the scheme is a highly
divisive issue, with about 60% of people
in favour and 40% against.

While the government claimed
that the casino-entertainment com-
plex proposal had undergone a public
hearing, the senator argued that public
input went largely unnoticed.

He also questioned the benefits of
the scheme, which supporters claim
will generate more revenue for the
state, eradicate underground gambling
and resolve bribery and corruption
related to illegal gambling.

Mr Veerasak said thatwhile the state
might collect some revenue from this
project, the actual beneficiaries will
be investors prioritising profit over
social impacts.

As for tackling underground
gambling, he said the issue of
underground lotteries remains
unresolved despite various efforts,
including increasing the volume of
government lottery tickets.

News ID: C-250401001018 (1 Apr 25/03: 27)

Mr Veerasak also voiced scepti-
cism about the 50-million-baht bank
account requirement, saying this
would attract only the wealthy who
already travel abroad to gamble legally.

“I am not completely against it. But
if revenue is the only focus, it would
be too late to address social impacts,”
he said.

Former election commissioner,
Somchai Srisutthiyakorn, pointed to
irregularities in a recent survey con-
ducted by the Fiscal Policy Office
(FPO) on his Facebook page. He said
the results of the survey, which polled
71,303 people, showed almost identi-
cal levels of support for every aspect
ofthe scheme, with 80.6% to 80.75% of
people voting in favour of each of the
eight topics. Statistically, it implied that
57,500 out of 71,303 respondents gave
the same answers, he said.

“Even from Mars, the result looks
improbable. Yet, the cabinet believes
it," he said.

In a social media post, Parit Wacha-
rasindhu, a People's Party (PP) MP,

urged the publicto closely monitor the
government’s attempt to fast-track the
bill before the present parliamentary
session concludes on April 10.

He said four meeting days remain
for the current session, with at least 11
urgent bills pending review.

“Let’s see what method will be used
here to push the casino bill ahead of the
others,” the PP lawmaker said.

Mr Parit also criticised the lack of
a feasibility study which, according
to Deputy Finance Minister Julapun
Amornvivat, would be conducted after
the bill is approved.

“Why after and not before? If the
study suggests it should be dropped
... won'tit be a waste of time?” he said.
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ECONOMY

Earthquake unlikely to damage Thai GDP

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The impact of last week's earth-
quake is unlikely to affect Thai
GDP this year, says Deputy Finance
Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul.

Speaking yesterday, Mr Paopoom
said the damage caused by the earth-
quake would not be significant for the
Thai economy. Nevertheless, he noted
that the assessment of the extent of the
impact was still ongoing, but the initial
expectation was that it would not affect
GDP this year.

In January, the Fiscal Policy
Office reported that Thailand’s eco-
nomic growth in 2024 stood at 2.5%,
with an expected average growth
of 3% this year, driven by private
consumption, exports, tourism, and
both public and private sector invest-
ments. The Finance Ministry will closely
monitor the situation and implement
supportive policies to maintain stabil-
ity and promote sustainable economic
growth in Thailand, said Mr Paopoom.

In a related development, Mr
Paopoom yesterday presided over the
signing of a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) between the Excise
Department and Global Jet Express
(Thailand) Co and KEX Express (Thai-
land) to collaborate on the inspection,
seizure and confiscation of tax-evad-
ing goods.

He said that this collaboration
would let Excise Department officials
inspect tax-evading goods in logistics

News ID: C-250401001073 (1 Apr 25/04: 29)

companies that have signed the MoU,
eliminating the need for a search war-
rant as previously required.
According to Mr Paopoom, this MoU
lets Excise Department officials freeze,
seize and confiscate goods transported
through logistics companies, enhanc-
ing efforts to prevent and suppress the
smuggling of excise tax-evading goods
via parcel delivery services.
Additionally, he emphasised that
the Excise Department has a “Zero
Tolerance: Excise Tax Evading Goods
Must Be Eliminated” policy. Under
this policy, the department has been
instructed to take stringent action
against tax-evading goods, focusing
on preventing and cracking down
on illegal imports that bypass excise

tax obligations.

This initiative aims to prevent and
curb excise tax avoidance while strictly
enforcing excise laws in line with gov-
ernment policies. The department has
been directed to enhance enforcement
measures comprehensively, particu-
larly in cracking down on the smug-
gling of untaxed goods through parcel
delivery services.

To strengthen these efforts, authori-
ties are expanding their collaboration
with all logistics companies to improve
data collection for analysis, screen-
ing, and the development of Big Data.
This will aid in tracking offenders and
dismantling the supply chain of ille-
gally transported excise tax-evading
goods.
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EARTHQUAKE CRISIS

Ferry boat
operators have
increased the
frequency of their
services o
accommodate
commuters as
people are advised
to avoid areas
around the site of
the collapsed
building. CHANAT
KATANYU

Jittery workers flee buildings in capital

WASSAYOS NGAMKHAM

Fearful workers fled buildings across
Bangkok yesterday morning follow-
ing reports of vibrations and cracks in
building structures. However, authori-
ties later claimed the scare was a
talse alarm.

City engineers said that the cracks
were not new but had formed during a
series of earthquakes centred in Myan-
mar on Friday. They tried to assure the
public that the buildings remained
structurally safe.

The evacuations were reported
yesterday at around 10am at several
sites, including Building A of the Gov-
ernment Complex on Chaeng Wat-
thana Road, the Ministry of Labour in
Din Daeng district, the Criminal Court
building on Ratchadaphisek Road, and
the Government Housing Bank head-
quarters in Huai Khwang district.

In response to safety concerns, the
Revenue Department instructed staff at
its headquarters in Phaya Thai district
to work from home.

Other high-rise buildings, including
Taksin Hospital in Klong San district,
as well as some office towers on Silom

Road and Vibhavadi Rangsit Road, were
also evacuated.

Deputy Interior Minister Sabeeda
Thaised later addressed the safety sit-
uation of the Government Complex,
confirming that public works engineers
had inspected the buildings and found
them safe for re-entry.

She also reported that Myanmar
experienced 15 minor aftershocks
yesterday morning, including two
measuring 3.7 in magnitude at 9.29am
and 10.05am, but claimed they had no
impact on Thailand.

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shi-
nawatra yesterday reasserted the Mete-
arological Department’s findings, stat-
ing that the aftershocks posed no threat
to Thailand.

Bangkok governor Chadchart Sitti-
punt also sought to ease publicconcern,
saying that cracks and vibrations were
reported in about 20 buildings yester-
day morning, but these structural issues
originated from Friday’s tremors.

“People are still on edge after Fri-
day's earthquake. When they noticed
old cracks, they became frightened,’
he claimed.

“However, many have since returned

to their buildings, and the situation has
returned to normal.”

The Stock Exchange of Thailand
(SET) confirmed that its building
remained safe, trading continued with-
outdisruption, and no evacuation order
was issued. A spokesperson stated that
some staff left the premises because
nearby office workers evacuated their
buildings, but SET managementdid not
instruct them to do so.

Authorities continue to monitor
structural integrity across Bangkok,
assuring residents and workers that no
immediate risks remain.
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Headline: Govt credit plan to boost pickup sales

Clip: Full Color

Govt credit plan to
boost pickup sales

Deputy government spokeswoman Sasikarn
Wattanachan said yesterday that many Thais
face challenges obtaining loans from finan-
cial institutions due to concerns about repay-
ment risks during the launch of a govern-
ment programme aimed at boosting pickup
truck sales.

Ms Sasikarn made her comments at the
launch of “Kraba Pi Mee Klang Kam', or “My
Pickup, Government Credit’; which will help
Thais purchase pickup trucks from now until
year-end.

Known for their affordability and durabil-
ity, pickup trucks are crucial in Thailand's
logistics and agricultural sectors.

The Finance Ministry’s Thai Credit Guar-
antee Corporation (TCG) will manage the
project, which aims to boost the commercial
vehicle market, which has seen a decline
in sales.

The project is expected to boost the econ-
omy by at least 21 billion baht, with 6,250
vehicles predicted to be sold.

The project’s initial guarantee fund is 5
billion baht. Each borrower can receive up
to 1.5 million baht in guarantees, with the
TCG covering any financial shortfall in case
ofloan defaults.

In addition, the government will fully
cover guarantee fees for citizens during the
first three years, while from the fourth to the
seventh year, it will partially pay these fees.
As aresult, guarantee fees will be reduced to
1.5% per year. The programme will run from
today to Dec 30.
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