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Julapun Amornvivat’s Groundbreaking Casino Proposal:
Thailand’s Economic Game-Changer in 2025

Yesterday, January 27, Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amormyvivat a that hints at a
zlamaorous and possibly luerative future for Thailand’s economic landscape. julapun has revealed swirling discussions with
the Council of State regarding a groundbreaking draft bill from the Finanee Ministiy. The proposal? To establish dazzling

ol with a cermain feature—yes, casinos! 1f all goes to plan, this draft bill might
find its way to the House far eager contemplation during the session that's already bozzing with anticipation.

nt o

The intentions behind the glittery proposal are as clear as a spinning roulette wheel Following a canfidential meeting on
lanuary 23 with the Council of State’s special committee, Julapun divulged the council’s spicited feedback and legal insights.
According to Julapus, this masterstrolee of a bill envisions enrertainment complexes that marry a multitude of businesses,
with casinos as their crown jewel, These mega-complexes aim to becken investors, ignite the tourism flame; and fatten
visitor wallets towards Thailand, therein creating jobs and cutbing the shadowy world of fllezal gambling.

Amid the high-stakes conversarions, Julapun threw iha wild card. He urged the inclusion of executive branch

at future di: i with the Couneil of State, ensuring the project’'s founding principles and dream vizion
temain unaltered, Among these chosen delegates, two deputy secretaries to the prime minister, Suksit Srichombkwan and
Chattarin Chanhom, have been tasked with attending every convocation—each one acting like a seasoned pit boss ensuring
the cards play out just right,

Forget the glitzy neon of run-of-the-mill gambling houses from acioss the border; savs Tulapun. Thailand's ambitious
plavzround retains its inspiration from the glistening models of Singapore and the 1.5, aiming to not only lure in

i but also h the nation's ic pedal to the medal. As economist Tulapun casts his eve back over
Thailand's fiscal past, he paints a pleture of dwindling growth: from the blazing highs of 10% thirmy vears ago 1o 2 moderate
5%, down to a languid pace of just 2% over the last decade, The government’s ace up their sleeve? To hike growth back to g
respectable 2.7 to 2.8% and toultimately hitch it to a sustainable 5% average.

But wait, there's a roaring audience as the curtain rises on this economic spectacular. Despite the intense spotlight,
according to the Bangkok Post, a feisty opposition emerging from a National Institute of Development Administration
survey nodded —but not without pointing cut dissenters. However, Tulapun assures the curious and the skeptical with a
tiump card: public heatings! A ding 1o these, an rthy 0% of the public are all in on the casino project.
Encouraging a disceming eve, he nudges the media to differentiate hetween the sophisticated entertainment complexes and
thee digital tif of online gambling,

As Thailand shuffles the deck an a grand new econamic gamble, the autcome is yet to be determined, Every passing day
seems to add 2 new chapter to this intriguing story of prospect, 1isk, and reward. Ate we seeing the dawn of 2 new era? Only
timmee will tell if the chips fall bly for Thailand's
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complexes to boost economy

Bright Choomanes | hour age Last Upcissed Tussda

concems the establishment of integrated entertainment complexes, which would include a

casing.

He anticipates that the draft bill will be presented to the House for consideration during the current 3 poachers caught with wildlife
session. Julapun had a meeting with the Council of State's special committes on January 23 to carcasses in Kanchanabis
provide details on the draft o

the law,” Julapun remarkad Matarcyciist’s dangerous Pattaya
stunt sparks outrage

“They provided valuable feadback. e fally their parspactives or

He explained that the proposed entartainment complexas would integrate various businesses,
including casinos, to attract inv =nt. boost tourism. increass visitor spending in Thailand, create

A ¥ 2 Thatland seeks parliamentary
Jjobs. and help regulate illegal gambling activities consent for Cambodia maritime

e talks
ipate in future on N

Julapun also suggested that representatives from the executive branch should part
meetings with the Council of State to discuss the draft law. Two deputy secretaries to the
minister. Suk
meeting to enst

Bangkok train ridesship surges 60%
Srichomkwan and Chattarin Chanhom, have been appointed to attend every amid fres transport initiative

& the principles and vision for the complexes are maintained.

He clarified that some media and public compartsons to traditional gambling estaklishments or Elephanits wreak havoe on Prachin
et 5 P Burl sugarcane farms

casinos in neighbouring countries are inaccurate, Instead, Thailand's entertainment complexes are i -
nsplred by models in Singapore and the United States, aiming te attract investment and act as a

catalyst for the country's economic grow

Malaysian tourists die in
matorcycle crash an Thai read

Discuszing Thailand's economic history, he pointed out that 30 years ago, growth averaged 10
The

target is to increase growth to 2.7 to 2.8% and achieve a sustainable 5% average Th

years ago, it decreased 1o 5%, and over th t decade, it averaged jus

Thailand plans integrated casing
complexes to boost econamy

al role in this eco

complexes are expected to play a en nemic strategy, reported Bangkok Post

Phuket's burning ban: Violators
face 20 years amid smog crisia

When addressing opposition revealed in a National Institute of Development Administration survey,
Julapun mentioned that public hearings had already been conducted, showing 80% public support
for the project. He encouraged the media to d Tk thotoropcist i Sauth Kocsan
camplexes and onlire gambling man on zebra crossing

ween the proposed entertainment

Latest Thailand News
Major drug bust: 10.000 meth
tablets found in fusl tank
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Phase lll of cash benefit scheme expected
between Aprll and June
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The remaining 16 million Thais who have yet to receive the Btl0,000 taxpayer-funded benefit
under Phase 3 of the cash benefit scheme will definitely receive the money between April and
June this year, Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat said today.

The second phase of the scheme began yesterday, under which about three million over 60's will
have the Bt10,000 wired into their bank accounts.

For the remaining 16 million Thais, Julapun said that the Finance Ministry has been working on
the Blockchain system and with commercial banks on how to transfer ‘digital money’ to them.

To be eligible to receive the 'digital money’, eligible people must download the “Thang Rath"
application to register.

Other requirements include that they must have been at least 16 years old on September 16th last
year, have combined personal income of no more than Bt840,000 in the 2024 tax year, have
combined bank deposits of no more than 500,000 baht at March 31 last year, are not serving a jail
term or have had their rights under other government programs suspended.

Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul said that those who do not pass the registration
process can appeal via the 1111 hotline. People who do not succeed in registration will not receive
the money.

For elderly people who do not have smart phones and are unable to register to claim the 10,000
baht financial support, the Finance Ministry has been trying to help and it is expects that they will
be able to register in the next two months.

The combined three phases of the scheme will cost taxpayers less than 500 billion baht, as
originally estimated after the Finance Ministry. Under pressure from opponents and critics, the
government has downsizaed the scheme.
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Headline: Council eyes casino sizes in new bill

LAW

Council eyes
casino sizes
in new bill

POST REPORTERS

The Council of State (CoS) has yet to
finalise what proportion of an enter-
tainment complex can be used to build
a casino in a newly proposed bill.

CoS secretary-general Pakorn Nil-
prapunt said yesterday that related
agencies had discussed the bill with
government agencies on four occasions
inrecentweeks, but there have not been
any conclusions on this question.

On Monday, Deputy Finance Minis-
ter Julapun Amornvivat said his minis-
try had asked the CoSlast week to revise
the bill so that each of the suggested
entertainment complexes could spare
about 10% of their respective projects
for casino builds.

“We have notyetreached [an agree-
ment on| that level yet,” he said.

When asked whether the CoS§
thought the amount of space allocated
to each casino as a percentage of the
whole project should be stipulated in
the bill — to preempt any legal loop-
holes — the secretary-general said the
issue had been raised by Mr Julapun
during a meeting last week and was still
being considered.

Mr Pakorn said the Ministry of Inte-
rior did not make any new suggestions
regarding the drafting of the bill.

Yet Finance Minister Pichai Chun-
havajira said yesterday there had been
some progress in the revision of the
entertainment complex law, which is
now being deliberated by the CoS.

He refused to comment on the
casino issue.

Social Development and Human
Security Minister Varawut Silpa-archa
said the ministry reported its feedback
to the CoS last week.

He said the casino issue is a double-
edged sword. While entertainment
complexes can create jobs for the
elderly and the disabled and boost
incomes for locals, they can also lead
to human trafficking, he noted.

The Palang Pracharath Party said it
would vote against the bill due to con-
cerns about gambling addiction and
household debt.
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Digital blame game

Re: “PM to launch second phase of
B10,000 cash handout today’, (BP,
Jan 27).

I am confused about the handout
of digital wallet money after reading
this article.

“Deputy Finance Minister Julapan
Amornvivet warned senior citizens who
are eligible to receive the cash not to re-
peat the same mistakes this time round”.

He is such a caring person about his
constituents that he places the blame for
not receiving the digital wallet money
on the elderly, most of whom, according
to Thai statistics, are not well educated
nor very familiar with the use of mo-
bile phones.

The article then finishes with Deputy
Finance Minister Julapan Amornvivet
saying, “The digital wallet development
has progressed quite a bit. The system
itselfis ready for testing in February-
March.!

This is still January, so the system is
still in the development stage.

Usual political deniability, or just bad
digital iming.

SIMON

The forgotten six

Re: “Fate of Thai hostages is unclear as 6
still held', (BP, Jan 8).

While most of the world celebrates the
peace deal that has finally brought about
the release of the first seven Israeli hos-
tages abducted by Hamas on Oct 7, 2023,
itis sad and extremely disappointing
that most people in Thailand have either
forgotten or seemingly don’t care about
the fate of the six missing Thai hostages.

For the record, Bannawat Seathao,
Watchara Sriaoun, Pintha Nattapong,
Surasak Lamnau, Sathian Suwanna-
kham, and Pongsak Tanna should be
released immediately. What was their
crime? Pursuing a better life for their
families. Why have Thais not been out

CONTACT: BANGKOK POST BUILDING,

136 NA RANONG ROAD,

KLONG TOEY, BANGKOK 10110

FAX: +02 2403666,

email: postbag@bangkokpost.co.th

All letter writers must provide a full name
and address, All published correspondence is
subject to editing at our discretion

News ID: C-250129001100 (29 Jan 25/04:14)
@gewsCIip

protesting their illegal abduction and
inhumane incarceration? Could it be be-
cause they are only agricultural workers
from the Northeast?

PAUL BROMBERG

Peace starts within

Re: “Ripe time to end hatred to create a
better future’, (Opinion, Jan 27).

Israel Ambassador Orna Sagiv is a
regular contributor to the Post and often
succeeds in providing quality content to
the opinion section. Readers should note
that the editorial department provides
the headlines for most articles, and in
this example, their efforts have missed
the mark. Why? It is self-evident that
an end to hatred and realisation ofa
better future is not attainable through
top-down measures instituted by gov-
ernment policies intended to achieve
idealistic goals.

Referring to the holocaust and recent
attacks by Hamas, Ms Sagiv laments, “We
are compelled to face the painful truth:
the world has failed to honour the pledge
of “Never Again”. Unfortunately, the
ambassador addresses this issue from a
myopic perspective, as if the world has

made a singular promise to the 12 tribes
of Israel. The article also blames Hamas
in a manner that will be construed by
some to legitimise hatred for Islamist
organizations as opposed to the realities
suffered by the people in Gaza.

It is not only the Jewish people who
have suffered. The earth is a place of un-
happiness. There are an infinite number
of examples littering the landscape of
history with needless human suffering,
torture, and death. Where is the “Never
Again” for all of them? For all the ubiq-
uitous separation and beings howling
in pain?

The truth is that it can only be found
in the hearts of those who forgive com-
pletely (until the heart aches unbeara-
bly), who have thereby realised tolerance
and thus can live cooperatively with
others. This is only achievable individu-
ally, each one by one, and never through
political promises and mandated coop-
eration.

After eight decades of failure, Ms Sagiv
and the government she represents so
well should understand this first princi-
ple and act accordingly. If the Tibetans
have managed to do it, so can the Jews.

MICHAEL SETTER

PostBag
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