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ECONOMY

PM aims for
investment
at WEF

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra
isscheduled to meet with executives of
the world’s leading private companies
in five sectors at the World Economic
Forum (WEF) today to discuss the pos-
sibilities of their investing in Thailand.

Government spokesman Jirayu
Houngsub revealed yesterday that Ms
Paetongtarn and her delegation had
arrived in Davos, Switzerland, to par-
ticipate in this year's WEE.

The delegation includes Deputy
Prime Minister and Finance Minister
Pichai Chunhavajira, Deputy Prime
Minister and Digital Economy and Soci-
ety Minister Prasert Jantararuangtong,
Commerce Minister Pichai Nariptha-
phan and several other key govern-
ment officials.

The prime minister’s schedule for
today includes meetings with high-
level executives from leading firms in
five key industries.

Among them is DP World, a global
logistics giant operating over 500 facili-
ties across 75 countries.

Discussions with DP World will focus
on transforming Thailand into a logis-
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tics hub, leveraging its strategic location
between the Indian Oceanand the Gulf
of Thailand.

According to the spokesman, the
meeting stemmed from dialogues ini-
tiated by former prime minister Srettha
Thavisin at last year’s WEF.

Ms Paetongtarn will meet with exec-
utives from Nestle and Coca-Cola, the
world’s leading F&B conglomerates.

Nestle, a European firm with over
130 years of investment in Thailand,
highlights the country’s strong food
industry, while Coca-Cola continues
to introduce innovations aligned with
environmental sustainability.

Mr Jirayu said that these meetings
aim to further integrate Thailand’s
agricultural sector into global food
supply chains.

In addition, the Thai prime minister
will engage with pharmaceutical and
healthcare leaders, including Bayer
and AstraZeneca.

Discussions will emphasise Thai-
land’s skilled workforce and its goal of
becoming the region's leading wellness
and medical hub.

The daywill conclude with an open-
ing dinner hosted by WEF founder and
executive chairman Prof Klaus Schwab.

According to Mr Jirayu, Ms Paetong-
tarn is confident that this platform will
showcase Thailand’s economic poten-
tial, attract investment and strengthen
its integration into global supply chains.

“We aim to inspire innovation and
workforce development in future indus-
tries, creating new opportunities and
income for the Thai people and the
country,” Mr Jirayu said.
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Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,331 Headline: Over 3m elderly to get latest handout
STIMULUS
WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI “
Around 3 million elderly people will
be eligible to receive 10,000 baht The goal is to
from the second phase of the gov- . .
ermmment’s 10,000-baht cash handout stimulate spendlng
scheme, according to Deputy Finance while a“eviating
Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul. = ¥
Mr Paopoom said the latest review  the financial burden
revealed 3.04 million elderly people i
aged 60 and above qualified for the and crea’Ell]g i
programme. However, of this number, op portunltles for
itis estimated that around 20,000 indi- vulnera ble groupsl
viduals have since passed away.
Eligible individuals must verify their
eligibility via the government’s Tang Rat SASIKARN WATTHANACHAN
app, which will be available for checks DBDUN government
commencing tomorrow. Those eligi-
ble for the scheme will receive the cash SDOke il
transfer starting from Jan 27.
The government’s Digital Wallet
projectaims to stimulate the economy  face difficulties or lack expertise during
by distributing funds to all Thai citi- the registration process, the govern-
zens aged 16 and above, with condi- ment requests the assistance of family
tions such as an annual income not members to expedite the verification
exceeding 840,000 baht and combined  process and ensure the PromptPay
bank deposit balances not exceeding accountislinked to the eligible person’s
500,000 baht. ID number by Jan 22.
However, following objections from This would enable the disbursement
academics and the Bank of Thailand, offunds on Jan 27.
the government decided to distribute “This project expands the target
the funds in phases. group from the 2024 stimulus initiative,
The first phase targeted 14.5 million ~ which supported state welfare card-
people holding state welfare and dis- holders and people with a disability.
ability cards. The current phase, tar- The goal is to stimulate spending while
geting the elderly, is the second phase.  alleviating the financial burden and cre-
The government hopes this dis- ating more opportunities for vulnerable
tribution will inject money into the groups,” said Ms Sasikarn.
economy and improve the well-being “Senior citizens will be able to use the
of elderly people. funds to purchase essential goods and
Meanwhile, deputy government services, thereby injecting money into
spokeswoman Sasikarn Watthanachan the economy and stimulating it effec-
said eligible receipients should verify tively and swiftly. Moreover, this project
their eligibility within the next twodays.  will enhance the overall well-being of
Additionally, she emphasised thatfor  senior citizens, improving their quality
individuals aged 60 and above whomay  oflife in multiple aspects,” she added.
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