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19 billion baht allocated for Chiang
Mai, Chiang Rai flood repairs
D Puntid Tamesangphanal
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Thailand’s government has allocated 19 billion baht for infrastructure and utility repairs in

Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai. responding to the recent severe floods, according to Government
Spokesperson lirayu Houngsub,

This anncuncement followed a Cabinet meeting conducted in Chiang Mai. where an gconemic and
social d pmant plan was app | a8 d by the National Economic and Social
Development Council

The plan ocutlines both immediate and long-term profects to address various challenges faced by
the residents of these northern provinces. with a total budaget of 1928 billion baht. In Chiang Mai
the funds will primarily be used ta repair flood-damaged roads. In Chiang Ral the budget
allocation will focus on restoring infrastructure projects, including roads. water supplies, electricity,
and other utilities, in addition to providing relief for affected residents.

In Chigng Mai, long-term initiatives are planned to enhance infrastructure resilience against future
floods. earmarking approximately 5.2 billion baht for this purpose. These efforts align with the
government s strategy for bath short-term and long-term flood response measures.

Related news
P Pathum Thani: Sedan caught in flery Up in flomes: Bongkok house fire
crash due 1o troken streetiight claims life of 50 yeor old man
© Pitdshet L8 30 Provembe 2T O Suliiabet 14 v 20

Furthermaone, the Cabinet has given the green light to 39 urgent projects in bath provinces, aimed
at rehabilitating flood-impacted areas, with a budget of 5471 million baht sourced from the 2025

fiscal year's central budget. These projects will prioritise fransportation infrastructure, riverbank
protection, water drainage systems. and strengthening the local economy through Sourism

lirayu highlighted that the Cabinet also endorsed 2 Ministry of Finance proposal for measures to
alleviate the financial burdens on citizens impacted by the floods across the nation. These measures
include tax relief for repairing homes and vehicles damaged by the fioods

[DWIDNHIVNOSITNGISOIRBD GEZLEJ{-

W eurtesy of Gower

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra affirmed that both northerm provinces are now prepared
10 welcome tourists. She encoursged travelers to visit the region, announcing plans for a Winter
Festival 2024 to stimulate tourism by the end of this year and into early next year,

Tackling the PM2.5 haze issue was also on the Cabinet’s agenda, with discussions focusing on the
adoption of innovative technologies to reduce haze levels, Pastongtarn expressed confidence in the
effectiveness of these measures.

Regarding & proposed co-payment scheme to further boost tourism in the North, the 38 year old
Thal PM stated that the Cabinet would consider the initiative if a formal propasal is presented by
the tourism sector, reported Bangkok Post,
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Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra Launches 19 Billion Baht
Plan for Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai Recovery

SYED

In a vibrant burvt of optimism and strategic foresighs, Prime Minister Paetongzarm Shinanwatra took center stage during
Friday's mohile cabiinet meeting in Chiang Mai, painting a Hopeful picture of tecovery and (eitvenation for the flood-hit
vegions of Chiong Mal and Chiang Rai. With Government House busting a1 the seams with activity, the air was filled with
antieipation & the government tolled sut 2 whopping 19 billien baht plan ximed a1 ping the gueted
infrastructure and utilities crumbled by recent defuges.

A beacon of g i " Jirava  informed the sager media conveners sbout the cabinet's
green light an a Lae-reaching economie and social develogiment blueprint, At the bean of this plan, sklllfully propessd by the
visinnary National Economic and Sociai Development Coancil, lies a rabast 19.28 billion baht—an arsenal ready to vanquish
the woes besetting the residents of these provinces.

With laser focus, the dispensation for Chiang Mak inctudes pivatal repair of the roadways scarced by the floods—a much-
needed task to stitch back the city's connectivity, Meanwhile, in the picturesque yet battered Chiang Rai, funds will flow to
mend critical infrastructures lke reads, water sopplies, and electrification, cushiening residents against futare calamities
theough robust wtilities and cyucial reliel measures,

Taking the helm it Chizeg Mal, long-tetm initlatives are polsed o boost resilience. A plurng budget of towghly 5.2 billion
baht is earmarked 1o fune and foatify infrastriscture againot the telentless wrath of recurring foods. These actions resonate
harmoniously with the govermment's astute directives for effective short-temm fives and sustsinable long-term retilience
strategies, ciafted to thwart futuse rainfall-induced adversities.

In anather stroke of pragmatism, the cabinet nodded to 39 wgent projects simed at revitalizing flood -scaned terains of
Chiang Mal and Chiang Rai, carving owt 641 million bahe frem the fiscal vear's cemtrnl badger crockpot The projects span

the i af an linkages, einhancing water drainage systems, and propging up

the local economy thiough the bargeoning tourist allure.

On a broader canvas, Mr. linayu elaborated an the Finance Ministry's novel proposals, extending & helping hand to refieve
the financial strain on food-battered lives acrom the country, Potential tax reliefs simed 3t mending homes and vehicles
offer o sigh of rellef 1o affected citizens scrounging for normalcy

With an inviting warmth, Primse Minister Shinawatrs affirmed the readiness of these picturesgue northern provinees for
wexger tourists, Playing the role of an enthugiastic hostess, she invited globetrattens 1o debve into the charm of the North,
Harnessing the power of celebration and rulture, the gavermment unswyapped plans for the much-awaited “Winter Festival
2004." This gala, christensd to allure tourlsts, promilses 1o illuminate the vibiant tapestey of the Noob during vess—end
festivities and the davmn of a new year.

Touching an the natorious PM2.5 haze issue clouding the region, the cabinet explored a medley of solutions, rmbracing
eutting-edge technologies slomgside corventionsl measures 1o somb the skies. These sclectic measures are diaped in hope
of a clearer horizon, buoyed by the promise of efficacy, said the Prime Minister with a glimmering twinkle of resofve.

In the tourism secton's pulse, whispers of a co-payvment scheme feverberate. Prime Minister Shinrwatia assured that the
eabinet is poised to ponder such incentives if & formal nod receives a nudge from the tourism community, signaling o

flourishing tourism seasan up Noatle
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B19bn to fix two northern provinces
Funds 1o go toward flood recovery effort
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The government has approved 19 billion baht to fix infrastructure and
utilities in Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai following the recent heavy floods,
government spokesman Jirayu Houngsub said.

The cabinet approved, in principle, an economic and social developmient
plan proposed by the National Economic and Social Development
Couneil, Mr Jirayu said after Friday's mobile cabinet meeting in Chiang
Mai.

The plan includes urgent and long-term projects for Chiang Mai and
Chiang Rai, with a total budget of 19.28 billion balit to resolve various
issues affecting residents in the provinces,

In Chiang Mai, the budget will be used to repair roads damaged by
flooding. In Chiang Rai, the budget will be allocated for fixing
infrastructure projects such as roads, water supplies, electricity and other
utilities, as well as providing relief for affected residents.

For Chiang Mai, the long-term projects include repairing and developing
infrastructure to prevent and mitigate flood impacts, with a budge: of
about 5.2 billion bakt.

This aligns with the government's guidelines for both short-term and
long-term solutions in case of heavy rainfall and flooding in the coming
years.

The cabinet also approved in principle 39 urgent projects in Chiang Mai
and Chiang Rai to restore areas affected by floods. A total budget of 641
million baht will be taken from the central budget for fiscal year 2025,

Most of the projects focus on improving transportation infrastructure,
riverbank protection and water drainage systems, as well as boosting the
local economy through tourism,

Mr Jirayu also said that the cabinet approved a Ministry of Finance
proposal to introduce measures to ease the financial burden on peopls
affected by floods nationwide, These measures include tax relief for
repairing homes and vehicles damaged by the floods.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Pastongtam Shinawarms confirmed after the
cabinet meeting that both northern provinees are now ready to welcome
tourists. She encouraged visitors to explore the North, adding that the
government will soon host "Winter Festival 20247 to boest tourism in the
region during the year's end and early next year,

Regarding the PM2.5 haze issue, the cabinet is discussing solutions,
inchiding the use of innovative techrologies to reduce haze levels,
alongside other measures 1o tackle the problem. It ks anticipated that
these efforts will be effective, she said.

Regarding a co-payment scheme to boost tourism in the North, she said
the cabinet will consider it if it receives a formal proposal from the
LOMTISH SeCtor.

News ID: 1-1241130000980
@gewsClip



https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2911372/b19bn-to-fix-two-northern-provinces
https://www.bangkokpost.com
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Headline: Thai Cabinet approves civil service salary increase proposal
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Hiw might these salary adjustments imgact the motivation and performance of
civil servants?
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civil service?

How do these salary changes reflect broader economic policies in Thailand?

Wihat if the budget for salary adjustments proves insutficient? How will this be
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Headline: Govt raises stake in THAI, but will not take direct control

Govt raises stake in THAI, but will not take direct control

POST REPORTERS

»The government is set to raise its stake
in Thai Airways International (THAI)
but will not return the ailing airline to
state enterprise status, according to a
cabinet source.

The proposal for the state to up its
stake was approved at the mobile cab-
inet meeting in Chiang Mai on Friday,
during which Finance Minister Pichai
Chunhavajira gave an update on THAI's
debt restructuring.

Before the meeting, the airline
expected to raise as much as 44 billion
baht from a share rights offering, a final
step before the carrier exits a court-su-
pervised debt restructuring and
allows the resumption of the trading
of its stock.

Thailand’s flag carrier set the share
price for its 9.82 billion new shares
for existing shareholders at 4.48 baht,
according to its exchange filing on
Nov 24,

Each stockholder can purchase 4.5
new shares.

On Friday, the cabinet meeting was
told of the Finance Ministry’s inten-
tion to remain the airline’s biggest

shareholder and retain the company’s
status as national flag carrier without
bringing it back under direct control,

However, the ministry will not have
to increase its stake in the airline.

The ministry holds 47.9% of the
shares in THAL After converting debt
into equity and injecting new capital,
the ministry, the Vayupak Fund and
Government Savings Bank (GSB) would
collectively hold around 40% of THAI
shares.

The government's collective share
stake at that level will not return the
airline to being a state enterprise.

AtFriday’s mobile cabinet, Mr Pichai
said the Council of State, the govern-
ment's legal arm, has approved the
recapitalisation, as a practical and
legally permissible part of the debt
restructuring procedure.

However, it has been debated
whether the ministry has the legal
right to take part in voting to install
two senior officials to the airline’s debt
restructuring board.

Thevote was taken on Friday during
THAI's creditors meeting. The minis-
try participated in the vote as a cred-
itor despite protests by several other

News ID: C-241201001030 (1 Dec 24/05:23)
ﬁ@ews(ﬁlip -

creditors who insisted it had entered
into the debt-to-equity swap and effec-
tively switched the ministry from cred-
itor to shareholder.

However, bankruptcy protection offi-
cials explained the swap had not been
completed and the ministry remains a
creditor for now and entitled to vote.

The carrier's creditors agreed to con-
vert about 53 billion baht of debt into
shares after the subscription period
ended earlier last month.

The airline expects to exit rehabilita-
tion by February 2025, and resume trad-
ing on the stock exchange by May 2025.
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1 News

Cabinet to consider BOT chairman
nomination next week or later: Pichai

[ FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2024 (1) | minute read

The Cabinet will not consider this week the nomination of
the new Bank of Thailand (BOT) chairman, Finance Minister
Pichai Chunhavajira said on Friday.

The central bank’s selectbon committee had chosen former linance minister Kictirat Na-Ranong as

the successor to Poramethi Vimolsirl, whose term expired ot the end of September

Pichai confirmed to the press before the mobile Cabinet meeting in Chiang Mai that he had
received the documents from the selection commitiee, but he would have 1o first review Klithratt's

qualifications.

He sald qualifications of the proposed new BOT board members — former Finance Minkstry deputy
permanent secretary Chunhajit Sangmal and secretary-eneral of the Securities and Exchange

Commission Pornanong Budsaratragoon = would also be reviewed

Whin asked if the Cabinet would consider the appointment of the new central bank chairman and

board members next week, Pichal said It could be done next week or the week afier

The minister said be was not worried about activists opposing political intervention in the central
bank, saying that there would be no reason to worry if the BOT chairman-elect can perform the
duties well.

PFichai affirmed that the second phase of the 10,000 baht handouts 1o senlor clitzens aged do years
and shove would be disbursed as planned, adding that the government had prepared a lot of New

Year gifts for the people

[core ] or | artrmonrs ] e § oo
Qualificotions Finance Ministry Pichal Chunhavajira
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More cash for elderly, disabled

PHUSADEE ARUNMAS

The cabinet yesterday approved,
in principle, a proposal to
increase monthly allowances for
elderly and disabled people, gov-
ernment spokesman Jirayu Houng-
sub said.

Under the proposal submitted by the
Ministry of Social Development and
Human Security, the current monthly
allowances ranging between 600-1,000
baht would rise to 700- 1,250 baht.

People aged 60-69 who currently
receive 600 baht per month would get
700 baht, while those aged 70-79 who
presently receive 700 baht would get
850 baht. The existing monthly allow-
ance of 800 baht for people aged 80-89
would increase to 1,000 baht and the
1,000 baht allowance for people aged
90 and older would increase to 1,250
baht, Mr Jirayu said.

The next step will be for the Ministry

of Social Development and Human
Security to finalise details of the pro-
posed changes for submission to the
cabinet, expected next year.

The current monthly allowances
ranging between 800-1,000 baht for
the disabled would become a flat rate
of 1,000 baht.

The changes were approved during
a mobile cabinet meeting in Chiang
Mai yesterday, the spokesman said.
The cabinet also approved new crite-
ria for financial support for children
aged 0-6.

Under the current criteria, 600
baht a month of support is limited to
families with low incomes that do not
exceed 100,000 baht per year.

That income threshold would
be removed and support extended
to women in the fourth month of preg-
nancy, Mr Jirayu said.

Speaking before the mobile cabi-
net meeting, Labour Minister Phiphat

News ID: C-241130001037 (30 Nov 24/06:02)
B8ewsclip I

Ratchakitprakarn said a new tripartite
wage panel for which he would pro-
pose two new government representa-
tives to the cabinet meeting.

They were the Ministry of Finance
deputy permanent secretary and the
Department of Labour Protection and
Welfare’s director-general Mr Phiphat
said. They will work with the employer
and employee representatives on
the committee.

If the cabinet approves the pro-
posed members, the new committee
will meet on Dec 11 or 12 to finalise
details about increasing the minimum
daily wage to 400 baht nationwide.

The Labour Ministry aims to
increase the daily wage to 400 bahton
Jan 1 as a New Year's gift for workers,
he said. While the new wage will apply
nationwide, exceptions will be made
for small and medium-sized busi-
nesses which will be given a one-year
adjustment period, Mr Phiphat said.
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