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Srettha wants THAI shares to start
trading on SET again by yearend

[} THUREDAY, kA 25, 2024

& D aD Al o

Premier brings forward relisting plans after airline shows i e
positive business results; eyes reducing Finance Ministry 1:MMD bonks on Hokia icons to spur asles of two new models
stake too

2. Krungeri [oing hands with MUFG o argonize ‘Krunger - MUFG ESG

Sympesium 2024

Prime Mintster Srevtha Thaviein has instruceed the Finance Minisiry oo expedice the national 3. Auto industry soaks stimuius from govt os sales plummat in
carrier’s rehahilitation plan, so it can e relisted on the Stock Evchange of Thailand (SET) by the 2024
e o This year, 4 minlsery souree sand.

4. First bateh of 20,000 Oreenergy tyres of Thol rubber outhority

The ariginal plan was for Thai Alrways Inteenationsl Ple (THAD 1o make s comelaek on the stock sold aut
maricet in around April or May nexe

ar.

Srertha’s [nsrruetion was oty

A by THAIs satisfaciory performance thanks o profics earmed

from asset sales and positive husiness results, the source said. This was due to inereased tourist

arrivals to Thatland, improved exports, huge epmployee layoffe and salary restrncna g which

allowed the airline to cur down an costs substantially, the souree said.

“THATs early returm to the SET will also liven up the Thai stock market,”™ the soaree said. “Besides,

the government wanis toses THF naged by a new baard of disectars, and nat the rehabilication

management commitiee as is the case today.”

The source added thar o noemal exeenrive board would altow mare fextbilicy in running the

national carrier.

The Finance Ministry ls THAIS lorgess sharek with @ szake pf

moet 48%, Aecording to the

souice, the ministry's shaveholding would be reduced 10 40% so the airline is not conshdered a stare

prise hy legal definition. If it is a state prise, the airline will be bound o relevant rules
and regulatinne, g is I eness in the highly o
source said.

avlation induscry, the

The airline’s ratal revenue in the fiese quarter of this year came in at 458 billion haht, marking on

Pi7:8% Fron thee same pecind last year, wheri its incorne was 38 hillion baht, Vs net

came in at 2.5 billion baht.

However, THAL's operating profit in the fiest quarter dropped nearly 7% to w1 billian bahe sgainst

the same period Last year, when the operating profit was 1.8 billion haht. The drop came from

exchange rate lossex and sircraft impairment.

Like mast other airlines, THAT suffored greatly during the pandemic, with its total debts rising up

ta 2e0 billion baht s of September jo, 2020

in Seprember aodo, the Central Bankiuprey Coart appeoved a recovery

plan for THAL after the
pandemic grounded most of its fleet and nir teoval eame to s halr doe ta worldwide border elosures.

The narional aidine faught for s susvival by adepring dre

i organteartonal reerroctarng, finding
additianal revenue from unrolaced businesses and selling unused assets.

News ID: I- I240523000991

H hnlp@lqmup.cum

8_Charter court sets date for ruling on senatodel quallcations

» Bangkok 10330, T
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Weak response to BoT debt scheme

Regulator to consider
programme rejig

SOMRUEDI BANCHONGDUANG

The Bank of Thailand plans to ramp up
its debt solution programme for instal-
ment loans after no new participants
joined its recent initiative.

Suwannee Jatsadasak, the assistant
governor for the supervision group at
the central bank, said financial insti-
tutions have updated the regulator
on the progress of the persistent debt
(PD) scheme since its launch on April
1 this year.

No new borrowers joined the project,
leading to central bank discussions on
strategies to promote the programme
with financial institutions, she said.

The central bank did not disclose
the number of existing PD borrowers
participating in the debt restructur-
ing programme.

As of February this year, there were
1.33 million general PD accounts under
the central bank's definition, totalling
60.9 billion baht, and 480,000 severe
PD accounts, amounting to 14.4 billion
baht, according to central bank data.

The regulator defines general PD
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borrowers as those who have been in
debt for three consecutive years, while
severe PD borrowers have been in debt
for five consecutive years, with mini-
mum monthly incomes of 20,000 baht
atbanksand 10,000 baht at non-banks.

Both general PD and severe PD are
categorised as instalment loans, and
classified as performing loans.

The scheme is open to long-term
borrowers who fall under the PD defi-
nition and are paying more in interest
than principal.

Participants in the PD programme
benefitfrom alowerinterest rate of 15%
per year, compared with the maximum
interest rate of 25% under personal
loan regulations.

“The central bank will monitor the
PD solution through the first half of
this year. If the number of participants
does not significantly increase, we will
discuss the reasons with borrowers
and then collaborate with banks to

find additional solutions,” Ms Suwan-
nee said.

She said the central bank requires
financial institutions to offer the PD
programme to borrowers, but partici-
pation is voluntary. The programme
aims to help PD borrowers exit the debt
cycle, partially addressing the country’s

News ID: C-240524001008 (24 May 24/04:41)
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Development Bank
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If the number of
participants does not
significantly increase,
we will discuss the
reasons with borrowers
and then collaborate
with banks to find
additional solutions.

SUWANNEE JATSADASAK
Assistant governor for the
supervision group, Bank of Thailand

household debt problem.

In addition, Ms Suwannee said the
central bank implemented a responsi-
ble lending (RL) approach this year to
address the country’s household debt
problem. These measures encompass
existing debt management and restruc-
turing, the expansion of new loans, and

asset quality control.
In the first quarter this year, there
were 3.71 million loan accounts under-
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Headline: Weak response to BoT debt scheme

going debtrestructuring under RLregu-
lations. Of these, 610,000 accounts were
at commercial banks and non-bank
institutions, while the remaining 3.1
million accounts were with specialised

financial institutions (SFIs).

Accumulated loans under the
RL debt restructuring programme
amounted to 920 billion baht in the
first quarter. Of this amount, 260 bil-
lion baht was attributed to banks and
non-bank institutions, with 660 billion
from SFls.
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