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INBrief

Govt unlikely to
curb diesel costs

FUEL: The government is unlikely
to renew the five-baht waiver

on the diesel excise tax, a meas-
ure intended to keep transport
and living costs down, when it
expires on July 20, Finance Min-
ister Arkhom Termpittayapaisith
said yesterday.

The il Fuel Fund Office (Offo)
is now able to take care of diesel
prices following an improvement
in its liquidity, the minister said
when asked whether the waiver
would be extended again.

Since its implementation on
Feb 18, the five baht waiver has
been renewed on seven occasions,
costing the government 158 billion
baht, a source at the Ministry of
Energy said.

Offo now makes about 389.13
million baht a day, or around 12
billion baht a month, while its total
debt has dropped to only 55 billion
baht, from 120 billion baht, said a
Government House source.

Aside from Offo’s improved
liquidity, the caretaker government
will also have to seek approval from
the Election Commission in case
it does extend the diesel excise tax
waiver, said the source.
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