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Headline: Customs clarifies inspection policy

TOUCHY-FEELY
A customs official clarified the inspections

policy for airport arrivals, nofing expensive
personal belongings are exempt. B3

Customs clarifies inspection policy

4

T

Passengers move through Suvamabhumi airport upon arrival. Mr Phantong says customs officials will not conduct personal
inspections of expensive items if they are personal belongings. SOMCHA|I POOMLARD

inspections of people, even if they carry
handbags worth hundreds ofthousands
of baht or wear luxury watches worth

No searches of

www.ignewsclip.com

> > several million baht,” he said. Zor.
expensive 1tems “This policy applies if those items Officials
are their personal belongings, notitems will conduct
carried in for trade.”
VICERT BRANIRMLISSEtS However, officials will conduct such searches Of
Customs Department deputy director- fszc;r?t?;;iﬁﬂr&?;;:::gli‘ge;;t;or tourists if the
general Phantong Lovkuluanta has Another example of when a search authorities are

emphasised customs officials will not
conduct personal inspections of arriv-
ing foreign tourists at airports, even
if they are carrying or wearing multi-
million-baht personal items.

He said this policy aligns with the
country’s reopening.

will be conducted is if it is clear what
people are wearing are not their per-
sonal belongings, said Mr Phantong.

One such instance would be if a
tourist is wearing many wristwatches
on their arms, he said.

Inaddition, all customs officials must

tipped off about

smuggling.

PHANTONG

LOYKULNANTA

Mr Phantong said it is the depart- i 3
ment's policy to make life convenient ~ wear their uniform while on duty, said DBQUW d“f}mm QEHBIHI,
for tourists and not burden them. Mr Phantong. CUSTUmS DBDarTme nt
“We will not conduct personal Inbound tourists can walk through
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Headline: Customs clarifies inspection policy

Clip: Full Color

the green lane (nothing to declare) if

they do not have items liable for duty

or tax and lack restricted goods.
Among the items exempted from

duty are personal belongings in a rea-
sonable quantity that are worth no
more than 20,000 baht in total and are
not prohibited or restricted goods or

food, a maximum of 200 cigarettes or
250 grammes of tobacco, or 250g of all
types combined, and no more than 1
litre of alcoholic beverage.

Arrivals can proceed through the red
lane if they have goods to declare.

The government is hopeful for a
tourism rebound driving the economy
this year.

The sector recently contributed 12%
of GDP.

The Finance Ministry projects GDP
growth of 3.8% this year, while the
number of foreign tourist arrivals is
estimated to be 27.5 million, up 147%
from last year.
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