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WELFARE

Arkhom unveils B60bn
budget for low-income aid

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI
CHATRUDEE THEPARAT

The government has set aside a budget
of 60 billion baht for this year’s state
welfare card scheme to cover 17 mil-
lion registrants, according to Finance
Minister Arkhom Termpittayapaisith.

The cabinet yesterday endorsed the
new registration round, slated to begin
in the third quarter. Cardholders are
scheduled to receive payments in the
fourth quarter.

There are 13.5 million state welfare
cardholders. Their benefits include a
monthly payment of 300 baht if a per-
son’s annual income is under 30,000
baht, or 200 baht a month if their
annual income is between 30,000 and
100,000 baht.

Mr Arkhom expects around 20 mil-
lion registrants for the new round
of the scheme, though some might
be ineligible.

The basic criteria for registrants is
Thai nationality, to be aged 18 or above,
and having personal annualincome not
exceeding 100,000 baht.

An additional criterion for this round
is registrants’ total family income
— recipients must not have a family
income of more than 100,000 baht.
Recipients must also not own a credit
card, travel abroad or have a record of
trading equities.

In a related development, the cabi-
netyesterday agreed to allow employ-
ees under Section 40 of the Social
Security Act to further reduce their
monthly contributions to the Social
Security Fund (SSF) for another six
months, from Feb 1 to July 31, to help
those struggling financially because of
the pandemic.

According to Rachada Dhnadirek,
a deputy government spokeswoman,
employees have three choices for the
reduced contributions.

The first option is to pay a contribu-
tion of 42 baht per month, down from
70 baht, making them eligible for com-
pensation benefits for three scenarios:
illness, disability and death.

The second choice is to pay a
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Reductions to Social
Security Fund
contributions will
help to alleviate
employees’ hardships
amid the ongoing
pandemic.

RACHADA DHNADIREK
Deputy government
spokeswoman

contribution of 60 baht, down from 100
baht, with eligibility for compensation
benefits in four cases: illness, disability,
death and old age.

The third option is to pay a monthly
contribution of 180 baht, down from
300 baht, with eligibility for compensa-
tion benefits in five scenarios: illness,
disability, death, old age and child
care allowance.

Workers under Section 40 are those
who are not covered under Section 33,
but can apply to be insured persons
under the act. Workers under Sec-
tion 33 of the act are insured employ-
ees between ages 15-60 who are
still working.

Ms Rachada said the contribution
reduction is unlikely to affect the SSF's
status in the long term and should help
alleviate employees’ hardships amid
the ongoing pandemic. There are 6.17
million employees that qualify under
Section 40.

On Aug 10, 2021, the cabinetallowed
employees under Section 40 to reduce
their monthly SSF contributions by
40% between Aug 1, 2021 and Jan 31,
2022.
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