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Thai Finance Ministry adding

3,500 Rao Chana registration
sites

By Partya Madl Febiun

® 17 o

Bangkok — The Ministry of Finance i5 1o sdd another 3 500 places nationwide in the Rao
Chana program, in aid of those with special nesds.

Director-Ganeral of the Fiscal Policy Office Kulaya Tantitemit, as spokesparsan of the
Minsiny of Financs, announced fhal conclusio e B o meeting concamed with

alding registration i e Rao Chana proaram o special needs groups, Including those
without access to the intemst, or don't own a smartphone as well as those who are a
dependent

Cpening Socon 26Braised
Beaf - Sukhumvit33

The meseting decided to add physical locations for regstraton into the program to facilitate
access by these groups. Inaddion to Knngthai Bank branches and mobile units, cifizens
will be able to apply for garticipation in Rao Chana at Govemmen! Savings Bank oranches,
Bank af Agricufture and oo bBranchos Finanee Ministry
Ciffices and Excise Tax Offices.

The Ministry of Finance will alse contmue 1o work with the Ministry of the Intenor to meaet
with ciizens unable o traved. The door-to-door teams wil of
Krungthai Bank, the Govemment Smangs Bank and ather state agants, and will work from
February 22nd to March Sth In total, 3,500 regstraton locations will be added

OLYMPTRADE
Earn 22,000 Baht Every 60 Minutes
From Your Computer

So far, 11 980 028 peaple have verfied themseabves at www L519iey com to take advantage of
séveral stale assistance programs, with 571,797 round 1o De In need of aid (o regisier
Haoldars of tha Stata Welfara Card have received & transter of their assistance funds and will

Py ey
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RS Sa far, 24 571 billion baht distributed under the . Srmaking reduces te risk of
i WAROUS programs, has been spent by the k Bementia?
repisnts. (NIVT) .t Cornens o
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Headline: Few pass up chance for Covid aid cash
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CORONAVIRUS

Few pass up chance
for Covid aid cash

POST REPORTERS

About 7.1 million people were set to
receive Covid-19 financial relief for pri-
vate employees covered by Section 33
of the Social Security Act (SSA) by the
end of the second day of registration
yesterday, a deputy spokeswoman of
the Social Security Office (SSO) said.

Ladda Sae Lee, also director of the
SS0's benetits bureau, said that 7.1 mil-
lion out 0f9.27 million, or about 77% of
those eligible, had registered for the aid
and the rest are expected to complete
the process in the next two days.

Registration for the Mor 33 Rao
Rak Kan (“Section 33 We Love One
Another”) schemewill run until March
7 with approved applicants required to
confirm via the Pao Tang app between
March 15-21.

Those eligible for the aid will get
a 4,000-baht subsidy via the app fol-
lowed by 1,000 bahtweekly from March
22-April 12. Those whose registration is
rejected will be allowed to appeal via
the website.

Eligibility criteria include being
a Thai national and having no than
500,000 baht deposited in bank
accounts as of December 2020,

Ms Ladda said there were an esti-
mated 100,000 to 200,000 people who
could not register for a variety of rea-
sons such as having no smartphone,
or their information not matching the
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civil registration dabatase.

However, she gave assurances that
those who meet the criteria will defi-
nitely receive the aid.

For those who have their registra-
tion rejected, the period for lodging an
appeal will be brought forward from
March 15, she said, adding that the SSO
is trying to make it easy for people to
register at its provincial branches.

Ms Ladda also said that there are cur-
rently about 11 million workers covered
by Section 33 of the SSA.

However, about 1.8 million of them
— 900,000 holders of state welfare cards
and 900,000 migrant workers — are not
eligible, she said, adding the remaining
9.27 million employees who are Thai
nationals are entitled.

In some cases, Section 33 employees
registered for the aid but were rejected
for not being covered by the social secu-
rity system, she said.

In these cases, their employers may
have deducted social security payments
from their salaries, but failed to send
the money to the SSE. Therefore, the
employers broke the law and would face
legal action while the employees were
still eligible for the aid, Ms Ladda said.

Kulaya Tantitemit, director of the
Fiscal Policy Office and spokeswoman
of the Finance Ministry, said a total of
651,633 people registered offline for the
Rao Chana (We Win) financial relief
scheme as of Sunday.
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Headline: Battery fund needs to be revised

Clip: Full Color

REVENUE

Battery fund
needs to be
revised

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

An initiative to set up a fund charging
battery usage fee to finance the man-
agement of used car batteries may not
be needed since modern technology
can help recycle used batteries, says the
Excise Department.

The concept of establishing such a
fund, which came to light two years ago
as amechanism to reduce pollution by
using proceeds to finance battery dis-
posal, could be revised to align with
modern changes in battery technology,
said Lavaron Sangsnit, director-general
of the Excise Department.

The department’s excise tax struc-
ture must keep pace with technological
changes in order to prevent hindrance
to Thailand’s industrial development,
said Mr Lavaron.
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Batteries are among the 20 items
subject to excise tax, with an 8%
levy applied.

“We do not need to dispose of used
batteries as aresult of the advancement
of modern technology as they can be
recycled by modifying some parts of
built-in batteries,” he said.

“For instance, used car batteries can
be alternatively reused for household
batteries by changing some electri-
cal circuits.”

The guidelines for establishing a
battery fund must be in tandem with
the guidelines for the promotion of
investment in the production of elec-
tric vehicles (EVs) in the country, said
Mr Lavaron,

The Excise Department is adjusting
the excise tax structure to attract foreign
investors to invest in the EV industry,
attempting to make Thailand aregional
EV production hub.

Forinstance, if carmakers use atech-
nology that emits less pollution, they
would receive alower tax rate.

The Excise Department is accelerat-
ing the completion of the new excise tax
structure because the excise tax struc-
ture applied for eco-cars will expire in
2025 and the private sector needs to
plan ahead before relocating produc-
tion bases to Thailand.
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