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Headline: Registration process may be reviewed
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WOBT RECENT

Grenades fired at Marine
auTpost

Afyanmar junta cuts
internet again to grind
dowm anti_coup rallies

Sand Deach in Mekong m—

River peopens, beings
local economy to life

The Finanes Mintstry b2 mulling an option to allow other stata-owned
banls to facilitate the offline registration process for the Rao Chana (We
Win seheae, ainving te redwee the congestion at Krungtlod Bank (ETB)

branches.

Long queas formad in front of KTB branches in noral provinees. sich m
Bueng Kan, Chon Burt and Wan, as paople wha do not have smnrtphones
attempted to registor for financal relief nnder the We Win scheme,

aecarding to local medin reports.

KTH on Monday registered 142,981 people nationwide for the offline
registration of the We Win scheme and lus extended the registration

peeosss to March 5.

Finance Minister Arkhem Termpittavapaisith said he will discuss whether

ather atat, aved banks oould b d 4 offtine pobnts for

the We Win scheme with the Fiscal Policy Office.

The Finanes Ministry does not hove any information on peaple who do not
own smartpliones and wants to register eligibbs recipients for the finaneial

remedy

* European Banks Use the Pandemic to Clean Honse
= How to make sure your collaboration efforts work
= Asean export decline smaller than feared

The Finance Ministry i allawing offline regstration for the We Win

seliemie from Feb 15-25 at KTB branches and more than 700 weobils

service points nationwide.

Approved in Jamuary, the We Win scherme ainus to provide 210 billion baht

in fisncial handouts for 21 million peaple.

The ke eritéria for thosa recsiving the 7,000-halt financin] rameds for
v mantl=, with 1,000 balt diebirssd pee weel, conaiats of belng an

nformal worker without Sacinl Security and a taxable incomo of no more
than 300,000 baht per vear, or a monthly income not escoeding 25,000
Lalit, under

16 tax filing. Bank deposits must not exceed 500,000 baht.

Those who reglstered but failed 1o meet the eligihility eriteria can seek

o tacabile bncomes as & reference

readsesament online b naing their

point.
Apphicants wust subimit their 2020 personal Incoie tax filling vis the
Revenus Department's o-tax filing system within seves days of subanitting

an prline eligibility reassessment,

i sclwene started on Jan 25 and ended

Online reglamration for the We
on Feh 1, There wers more than 10,73 million registrants as of Fab 11,
with 5.8 million shgitle,

Tho 138 milfion state welfare cazdholdors do net hove to rogister 2s the
governoent will transfer the finsneiol relief to acconnts lnked with fhe

welfare cards.

£ - 0

£ ysu like the camtent of ihis anice?
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THE NEWSPAPER YOU CAN TRUST

Govt relief
causes ‘havoc’

he registration for the government’s relief aid

tor people without smart phones or internet

access was a resounding success — if success

means turning everyone involved into a loser.

Actually, the process was shameful and a
complete mockery of the scheme’s auspicious title, Rao
Chana or “We Win'".

Who wins when the first day of the registration is
described as “havoc”?

Images showing large crowds waiting outside
designated facilities, mainly branches of state-owned
Krungthai Bank yesterday — when the registration
began — were evidence of the state’s inefficiency.

The failure was perfectly captured in a video showing
an old woman crying because she could not com-
plete the registration process while being “scolded” by
bank staff.

The scene was not just a reminder that the offline
relief programme failed to “help” the people it was sup-
posed to but it also highlighted the increasing despera-
tion of people caught in the outbreak-induced hardship
that came on top of the already fragile, highly unequal
social structure.

Elsewhere, staff at Krungthai Bank appealed for the
public’s understanding. Some said their branches are
statfed with only 10 people but were nonetheless forced
to serve hundreds of thousands of applicants. Others

News ID: C-210217001085 (17 Feb 21/05:48)
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said they could handle no more than 100 applicants a
day, but thousands showed up who could not possibly
be served.

In the end, anger erupted. Confrontations ensued.
Accusations of substandard service and mistreatment
were also thrown into the mixas everyone became a
victim of the poorly managed process.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha did the right thing
in extending the deadline for the aid scheme from Feb
25 to March 5, allowing more time for people to register.

The “havoc” caused by this offline registration pro-
cess is not the first time such intense confusion has hap-
pened during one of the government's aid programmes.

Following the first outbreak in April, the govern-
ment's 5,000-baht relief scheme, called Rao Mai Thing
Kan or “We Will Leave No One Behind’} was also
wrought with problems.

There were cases where people were disqualified
because the application’s Al placed them in the wrong
category of occupation. Other applicants were confused
about the scheme’s criteria. Since the programme first
targeted only three million people while the number
of people affected by the pandemic was much higher,
some were rejected even though they had lost their jobs.

The chaos and delay in dispensing the cash aid got to
the point that a woman decided to drink poison in front
of the Finance Ministry.

The failure of the Rao Chana offline registration has
confirmed the fact that the government can no longer
rely on its flawed and outdated processes. Indeed, the
government must stop asking people to physically regis-
ter for every new programme or project.

It’s far past the time for the government to clean and
upgrade its social economic data. Link up available
databases. Use data-driven approaches when designing
public policies. Stop making people go through such
trouble to receive public services.

Ideally, the government should already know from
its many databases about the people who do not have
smartphones or internet access as well as who is eligible
for the handouts. The money should be sent to them or
to government facilities near them if possible.

The government's duty is to serve people and to make
their lives easier, not the other way around.
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Headline: Cabinet approves B50bn loan

PBangkok Post

THALAND WORLD RBUSINESS OFINION AUTO LIFE  LEARNING VIDED  WORE:

Cabinet approves B50bn loan Pr—

Grenades fired at Marine
ourpost

Sand beach in Mekong
River reapens, Drings
local economy to life

Malaysia secures Covid g =
shots o cover 110% of
population

Tho cabinet hos appreved & go-billion-baht low-interest lonn programme
to assist informal workers and small and medium-sized enterprises
(5MEs] related to the tourism sector.

Since the new wave of the Covid-1g outbreak resulted in certain areas

being placed under stringsnt control, subsequently affecting people’s

and pectally those operating by the tourism seetor,
the cabinet has approved the roll out of addirional measures to alleviate
debst sheuldered by the people and SMEs, said Finnnce Minister Arkhom

Termpittayapaisith

The Government Savings Bank (GSB) and the Bank for Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives have been approved total leans worth 40 billion
Talit, with 2

billion disbursed for each bank, te provide support for
tnformal workers affected by the outbresk.

A flat futerest vate of 0.1% per menth 15 applied to this loan programms,
wihile the grace perfod Tor repaving e prineipal oo iterest is extended
to 12 months from six months, the nermal repayvment poried stipulated by

Ioth state-owned financial institations

The loan period covers thrae vears and borrowers can seelk to obtain loans

il Jume 3o

* How to make sure your collaboration efforts work
= Asean export decline smaller than feared
= Alr travel more than donbles

Ancther loan schame with a total cradit line of 10 billion haht has heen
approved for the GSB. The programme is designad to provide low-interest
Ic

ohains of the tourism seator

s for tourisin-related businesses and these designated as sapply

The qualifieations for recelving this loanare |
and buldings with rle deeds as collateral am
check their credit with the National Credit Burenu.

aving vacant lands or Lmd
borrewsrs do not lave to

The cradit line por individual does not excoad 70% of the government's

Jond nppraizal volus, with the masimuom credit line copped at 50 million

halit,

Luan terms are comprised of a three-year loan period with steg-up interest

rates at 0.1%, 0.99% and 5,.99% per vear for the first, sscond and third

vears, egpertivelv. Borrowers can seek to obtain these loans until June 30.

The Financs Ministry expects the loans will help ease the finnnetal burden
shioubdered by the people and sobve the liquidity erancl faced by SMEs in

arder for firms to retain smployess, said Mr Arkhom.

f v © O

Onyau like the cantent af this aicie?
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