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Ad Rate: 1,200
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Circulation: 950,000
Ad Rate: 1,100
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Col.Inch: 28.23

Section: First Section/\F3¥3N3

Jufi: 89A15 22 fuenen 2563
aldui: 15535
Ad Value: 31,053
Wadadna: waladeauausninain

w1 6(nNang)
PRValue (x3): 93,159
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Thai Post
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Section: First Section/\F3¥3N3
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d9: - adun: 25912 w1 6(814)
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Section: First Section/-

IUN: GIA5 22 AweNEnk 2563

d#: 30 aUuii: 10891

Col.Inch: 37.11 Ad Value: 40,821
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Ad Rate: 1,100
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ECONOMY

PM advises rehabilitation
focus for 20-year strategy

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT

Thailand’s economic and social
development plan over the next
two years should focus primarily on
community-level economic dewvel-
opment, enhancing competitive-
ness, upgrading human resources
and infrastructure development,
says the premier.

Speaking at the annual meet-
ing of the National Economic
and Social Development Council
(NESDC), Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha said vesterday the
couniry’s 20-year national straiegy
plan needs to be amended to focus
more on rehabilitating society and
economy, which have been wrecked
by the pandemic,

"Over 2021-22, the NESDC needs
to focus on screening projects that
address those four issues, The gov-
ernment already set aside 400 bil-
lion baht to sponsor those efforts,
in part to rehabilitate the country’s
virus-hit economy,” he said.

Gen Prayut said the government
will not secure any additional loans
as the fiscal 2021 budget is about to
be implemented.

Last Wednesday, an ad-hoc
committee reviewing the draft of
the 2021 budget appropriation bills
chaired by Deputy Finance Minister
Santl Promphat reviewed the budg-
ets of 721 government agencies in
line with the national economic
and social development plan, the
government s national reform plan,
national security, the government's

News ID: C-200922001048 (22 Sep 20/05:26)
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policy, economic conditions as well
as the pandemic crisis.

The committee proposed the gov-
ernment continue o integrate the
budgets ofall government agencies
to help prevent duplicate transac-
tions and increase efficiency.

The committee also proposed an
increase in the budgets for water
resource management, educa-
tion, research and innovation, and
public health.

The committee cut the fiscal 2021
budget down from 3.3 wrillion baht
to 3.28 wrillion. While 31 billion baht
was cut from other areas, the budget
for the Public Health and Interior
ministries, the Equitable Education
Fund and the Court of Justice was
increased by 17.9 billion baht,

According to Thosaporn Sirisam-
phand, secretary-general of the
NESDC, the agency is scheduled to
approve 92 billion baht of the state’s
400-billion spending plan for social
and economic rehabilitation within
this month. It plans to allocate an
additional 100 billion bahtunder the
same plan in the fourth quarter this
year and 200 billion in the first and
second quarters of next year,

The government also pledges
implement more measures 1o pre-
vent rising unemployment and 1o
ease the pandemic’s impacton low-
Income eamers.

Mr Thosaporn said the country's
unemployment rate is projected to
stand at 2% of the total workforce
this year, about 750,000. He said
higher poverty is projected thisyear.
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