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Headline: PM denies submitting minister list

PM denies submitting minister list

Dismisses reports
Narumon has quit

WASSANA NANUAM

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha yes-
terday denied a reportthat alist of new
cabinet members had been submitted
for royal endorsement.

He said that information for the
list and submission process is still
being verified.

“I have said there is a timeline. | have
to meet the deadline and I have yet to
make the proposal for royal endorse-
ment. I have not submitted [a list],”
he said.

He also denied media reports of
government spokeswoman Naru-
mon Pinyosinwat resigning, saying he
had not received a resignation letter
from her.

Ms Narumon was reportedly ear-
marked for the post of deputy labour
minister. Some media reported she

had resigned as spokeswoman effec-
tive from Thursday.

When asked whetherthe prime min-
ister would lead the economic team
himself, Gen Prayut said he has to take
care of the economy overall,

Gen Prayutalso insists he is in charge
of the Royal Thai Police and would not
transfer the agency to the control of his
deputy Prawit Wongsuwon.

“He has a lot of work on his hands
already,” the PM said.

In a separate development, Demo-
crat MP for Nakhon Si Thammarat,
Thepthai Senpong, proposed thatifany
minister representing the party gets
under 50% in performance evaluation,
he or she must be removed.

Earlier on Thursday, a source who
had asked not to be named said the
list of six names for seven cabinet
positions had been submitted for
royal endorsement.

The names purportedly submitted
for royal approval were: Predee Dao-
chai, former co-president of Kasikorn-
bank (KBank) and chairman of the
Thai Bankers’ Association (for deputy

News ID: C-200801001019 (1 Aug 20/06:42)
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prime minister and finance minister);
Anucha Nakasai, secretary-general
of the ruling Palang Pracharath Party
(PPRP), (for PM’s office minister);
Anek Laothamatas, an executive of the
Action Coalition for Thailand Party (for
higher education, science, research
and innovation minister); Supattan-
apong Punmeechaow, the former PTT
Global Chemical Ple (PTTGC) direc-
tor (for energy minister) and Suchart
Chomklin, aChon BuriMP and deputy
leader of the PPRP (for labour minister)
and Ms Narumon as his deputy.
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Headline: FPO mulls cutting tax revenue target

Clip: Black/White

FPO mulls cutting tax revenue target

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

he Fiscal Policy Office (FPO) is

mulling a revision of this year’s
tax revenue target of 2.87 trillion baht
because of the coronavirus crisis.

The FPO is considering a reduction
of the revenue collection targets of the
Excise, Revenue and Customs depart-
ments for fiscal 2020, which ends on
Sept 30, said FPO director-general
Lavaron Sangsnit.

The previous revenue collection
target for fiscal 2020 was set at 2.87 wril-
lion baht, but the Covid-19 situation

has compelled departments related to
tax revenue collection to issue several
policies to address ailing economic
conditions, Mr Lavaron said.

2020 is an unusual year because of
the pandemic, altering tax revenue
targets and forcing the government to
use fiscal policy for economic stimulus,
he said.

The tax-related measures applied by
the Finance Ministry include reducing
some taxes and postponing tax pay-
ments in order to generate liquidity for
businesses and individuals.

For tax revenue collection in fiscal
2021, the collection target of 2.67 trillion
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baht remains unchanged, as depart-
ments involved with tax revenue col-
lection must improve their ability to
collect taxes through new measures,
Mr Lavaron said.

For the state welfare card, new reg-
istration was previously scheduled
between April and May, but the pro-
cess had to be postponed because of
the viral outbreak.

The FPO will propose to the govern-
ment opening a new registration pro-
cess immediately to expand the state
welfare card database to those in need
of financial assistance, Mr Lavaron said.

The government will continue to

support basic welfare payments in
terms of utility spending. Examples
include subsidising tap water cost of
100 baht per household per month
and electricity bills of up to 230 baht
per household per month.

The 45-baht discount per person on
purchases of liquefied petroleum gas
will also continue, but such purchases
have to be made at stores partnering
with the Energy Ministry.

For fiscal 2021, the government has
already set a budget to support these
welfare benefits, while the FPO will
receive a budget of 40 billion to 50 bil-
lion baht each year.
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