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PM finalises his reshuffle

Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-cha
speaks following the
weekly cabinet
meeting at
Government House
yesterday. The
meeting had few
attendees as six
ministers have quit
to pave the way for
a reshuffle. CHANAT

i

PPRP may miss out
on key energy post

NATTAYA CHETCHOTIROS
MONGKOL BANGPRAPA
AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha
says he has completed his new cabinet
line-up and all that remains is for the
qualifications of the new ministers to
be checked.

Of most interest is the energy port-
folio, which is expected to be given to
an outsider, according to government
sources, despite the ruling Palang
Pracharath Party (PPRP) saying it
should make the appointment based
on the post being within its quota.

Speaking after yesterday’s cabinet
meeting, the PM said that following the
resignations of six ministers he would
announce the cabinet line-up as soon

as possible.

Gen Prayut said after those chosen
to fill the cabinet posts have been
invited and accepted the invitations,
their qualifications must be checked.
Once the formalities have been com-
pleted, the new cabinet line-up will go
to His Majesty the King for endorse-
ment and the swearing-in ceremony
will follow.

“You can be certain thatI will do this
as soon as possible,” he added.

Asked about friction with the ruling
party, particularly over whether the
post of energy minister fell under the
party’s quota or the prime minister’s,
Gen Prayut said there had been no
problems and he had talked with Gen
Prawit Wongsuwon, the PPRP leader.

“We did not talk about whose quota
the post belongs to. [ will see to it that
the line-up is suitable. Everybody has
the right to speak out but it is I who
make the decision, based on mutual
understanding,’ Gen Prayut said.

“I think the reshuffle will be finished
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soon. As I have said, there are steps to
be taken under the law.”

He declined to saywhether Bansarn
Bunnag, the prime minister's deputy
secretary-general, would be in the new
cabinet or whether Don Pramudwinai
would remain as foreign minister. “Just
wait for the announcement,” he said.

Gen Prayut refused to confirm
whether Suriya Jungrungreangkit, the

industry minister, would be shifted to
oversee the Energy Ministry.

Mr Suriya is a co-founder of the
party’s Sam Mitr faction, which insists
that the energy post be returned from
the prime minister’s quota to the par-
ty’s quota and that Mr Suriya be given
the job.

The move followed Gen Prayut's
claim that it was his right to determine
who should fill the position, as well
as three other cabinet portfolios left
vacant by the resignations of Deputy
Prime Minister Somkid Jatusripitak,
Finance Minister Uttama Savanayana,
Energy Minister Sontirat Sontijirawong
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and Higher Education, Science and
Innovations Minister Suvit Maesincee.

The four resigned last week along
with Kobsak Pootrakul, deputy sec-
retary-general of the prime minister,
in a move they said would make it
easier for Gen Prayut to carry out his

cabinet reshutffle.

On Monday, the Chart Pattana Par-
ty’s Tewan Liptapanlop also resigned
from the position of PM’s office min-
ister, while MR Chatu Mongol Sonakul
resigned as labour minister.

According to a government source,
the new cabinet line-up includes
Predee Daochai, a co-president of
Kasikornbank and chairman of the
Thai Bankers' Association, who will
become deputy prime minister and
concurrently serve as finance minister.

Former deputy transport minister
Pailin Chuchottaworn is also said to
be touted for the sought-after role of
energy minister.

This would mean Mr Suriya’s hope
of securing the energy portfolio in the
cabinet reshuffle has been dashed
again, the source said.

The source added that the list of
nominees for cabinet posts under

the party’s quota proposed by yester-
day’'s meeting of PPRP MPs had been
rejected by the prime minister.

The meeting yesterday concluded
that Mr Suriya, the industry minister,
should be shifted to the Energy Min-
istry, the source said.

The meeting also agreed that
Anucha Nakhasai, the party’s secre-
tary-general, should be nominated for
the industry minister post, replacing
Mr Suriya while Suchart Chomklin, a
PPRP MP for Chon Buri, would become
labour minister, and Narumon Pinyos-
inwat, the government spokeswoman,
would become the PM’s office minister.

The meeting also nominated Gen
Prawit for the interior minister post,
only to be turned down by Gen Prawit
himself, the source said.

Gen Prawit also informed a meet-
ing of the party’s executive committee
thathe had discussed with Gen Prayut
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the party’'s ministerial quota, and Gen
Prayut told him that he had allocated
only two cabinet seats to the party, the
source said.

“The prime minister will decide
who from the party will assume the
two cabinet posts,” the source quoted
Gen Prawit as saying.

Commenting on the post of labour
minister, Gen Prawit said it was origi-
nally part of the Action Coalition for
Thailand Party’s quota, according to
the source. “We cannot get them out
unless they move out themselves,” he
quoted Gen Prawit as saying,

But the source said that the only two
PPRP MPs correctly tipped for cabinet
posts would be Mr Anucha, who would
become higher education, science and
innovations minister, replacing Mr
Suvit, and Mr Suchart, who would be
named as PM’s office minister, replac-
ing Mr Tewan.
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avuf: 22828
Ad Value: 127,842

ABANY: A11hN271I1TE7: N192I19AB

Wi 1(27), 2
PRValue (x3): 383,526
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Circulation: 950,000
Ad Rate: 1,550

Section: First Section/&4AN
TUN: W5 22 NINYIAN 2563
d9: 43 adun: 15473 wu: 4(Un)

Col.Inch: 45.11  Ad Value: 69,920.50 PRValue (x3): 209,761.50
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Section: First Section/&9AN

IJG_'IDI.I TUN: W5 22 NINYIAN 2563
d9: 43 adun: 15473 wu: 4(Un)
Matichon Col.Inch: 45.11  Ad Value: 69,920.50 PRValue (x3): 209,761.50 A

Circulation: 950,000
Ad Rate: 1,550
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TUN: W5 22 NINYIAN 2563
d#: 33 aduf: 11626
Col.Inch: 38.74
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Khao Hoon

Circulation: 90,000
Ad Rate: 850

Section: First Section/UnNAITH

Fuf: W6 22 NSALIAN 2563

J4: 26 iUl 6504
Col.Inch: 49.95 Ad Value: 42,457.50
paaNw: n1en13ans: USulualasy

Wi 2(un)
PRValue (x3): 127,372.50

Aad: 217-6n
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Bangkok Post
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Ad Rate: 1,400 Headline: Two candidates advance for BoT governorship
CENTRAL BANK
Two candidates advance
for BoI' governorship
WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI director of business reform at Rang-
sit University.
Two final candidates have been Four candidates — Mr Mathee,
shortlisted to become the next Bank  Mr Ronadol, Mr Setthaput and Mr
of Thailand governor, with one an  Anusorn — outlined their vision
insider and the other an exter- of central bank supervision to the
nal applicant. selection committee yesterday, said
“The board has finalised two a committee source speaking on
names as suitable people,” said condition of anonymity.
Rangsan Srivorasart, chairman of Ms Tongjai and Mr Suchart did
the selection committee. “One is not meet the selection criteria, the
from the central source said.
bank and the other The selection
is an external can- committee will
didate. I, as chair- ‘ ‘ send two names
man, have already to Santi Prom-
approved [the One is from the phat, the acting
selection process], finance minister,
but details cannot central bank and Mr Santi will
be revealed and the other forward the final
Four of the six . candidate’s name
candidates vying is an external to the cabinet
for the top post at candidate. for approval, the
the Bank of Thai- source said.
land governor out- RANGSAN The selection
lined their visions SRIVORASART committee previ-
yesterday after the ously extended
two other appli- Chairman, selection the “application
cants were deemed - deadline for cen-
unqualified for Cﬂmmmeﬂ tral bank governor
the job. from June 16 to July
Of the applicants for central bank 10, saying the four applicants at the
governor, four are external candi- time were too few. Mr Anusorn and
dates and two are insiders. Mr Setthaput applied during the
The six candidates are central extension period.
bank deputy governors Mathee Incumbent governor Veerathai
Supapongse and Ronadol Num-  Santiprabhob has announced he will
nonda; Tongjai Thanachanan, notapplyforasecond term after his
former head of institutional busi- five-year tenure is completed at the
ness at Ayudhya JF Asset Manage- end of September.
ment (later renamed Krungsri Asset Harvard-educated Mr Veerathai,
Management); Suchart Techaposai, 50, isthe central bank’s 23rd governor.
former chief investment officer and According to tradition, the selec-
head of fixed income at Ayudhya tion committee must name at least
JE Asset Management; Setthaput two shortlisted candidates and pro-
Suthiwart-Narueput, a member pose them to the Finance Minister,
of the Monetary Policy Commit- who will forward his or her pick for
tee and the prime minister’s advi- the next governor to the cabinet
sory team; and Anusorn Tamajai, for approval.
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