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Somkid quits before reshuffle

The
government's
economic team
led by Deputy
Prime Minister
Somkid
Jatusripitak
resigned
yesterday. They
will call a press
conference
today.

—
e

Path clear for PM to appoint
new cabinet economic team

POST REPORTERS

Deputy Prime Minister Somkid Jatusripitak and
three ministers working for him have resigned from
the cabinet, paving the way for the reshuffle of the
government's economic ministerial team.
The three ministers are Finance Minister Uttama
Savanayana, Energy Minister Sontirat Sontijirawong
and Minister ofHigher Education, Science, Research
and Innovation Suvit Maesincee.
Kobsak Pootrakul, deputy secretary-general of
the prime minister and also in Mr Somkid’s

team, also resigned.
All four have been part of the
economic team led by Mr Somkid
and recently resigned from the
ruling Palang Pracharath Party
(PPRP).
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A source in the govern-
ment said Mr Somkid
informed Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-cha of

his resignation yester-
day, citing his health
problems. “A press

conference will
be called today on
the resignations,’
Mr Uttama said
yesterday. One

of the mostimmediate issues is how soon a new team
will replace them.

Mr Somkid yesterday went to Chumphon, where
he is due to address village fund operators in the
southern province this morning,

The resignations came after Preedee Daochai,
chairman of the Thai Bankers’ Association, report-
edly played golf recently with Distat Hotrakitya, the
PM'’s Secretary-General.

Mr Preedee was reportedly made an offer to join
the government as the head of its new economic
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team, having previously rejected the offer.

Mr Somkid and his team were told by several
political factions in the PPRP to resign as their col-
leagues wanted their ministerial seats to be shared.

Those factions recently installed Deputy Prime
Minister Prawit Wongsuwon as the new party leader
in place of Mr Uttama.

Tt was also reported recently that Mr Somkid and
his team planned to set up a new political party
or group.

Reports of Mr Somkid’s resignation sparked
immediate concern in businesscircles over the shape
of the government’s next economic team against
the backdrop of an economy badly damaged by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

“The government cannot afford any delays in
replacing the economic team as the private sector is
worried about the future of economic stimulus pro-
jects initiated by the Somkid team,” said Kalin Sara-
sin, chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce.

All these projects required sharp decisions and
sophistication in implementation, said Mr Kalin —
qualities possessed by Mr Somkid, a pillar of the
government's economic team.

Mr Kalin said all eyes were now on the prospective

leader and members of the new team, meaning there
was no room for the government to disappoint the
public with names that were any less respected
or trusted.

The new economic team must impress from the
outset, to gain trustand confidence among not only
the people and businesses in the country, but also
foreign business people and investors alike, he said.

Kriangkrai Tiannukul, vice chairman of the Fed-
eration of Thai Industries (FT1) said the FTI agreed
with the ministers’ resignations because the path was
now clear to resolve political conflicts and create a
positive mood in the nation.

The FTI believed the manner of the minis-
ters’ departure would put an end to the negative
image of Thailand being a country beset by politi-
cal rifts and this would create renewed confidence
among investors.

However, the FTI does have a concern the new
economic team will not continue the economic poli-
cies put in place by those who have departed.

Mr Kriangkrai said Thailand needed the best
people and economic policies that would drive the
economy forward despite the pandemic.

“If the premier [hopes to] choose a new economic
team that is also accepted by Thai people, it should
be made up of economic experts,” he said.

Thongyoo Kongkhan, adviser chairman of the
Land Transport Federation of Thailand, also felt
the ministers’ resignations would be beneficial
because Thailand needed new teams to push the
economy forward.

Preeyanart Soontornwata, president of B.Grimm
Power Plc, said she had no fears about the energy
minister’s resignation because plans for natural gas
have been in place for several years.
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Headline: Chinese goal for farm produce

E-COMMERCE

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Finance Minister has ordered the
Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives (BAAC) to upgrade its
existing online platform for agricultural
products to add value so they can be
sold on Chinese e-commerce sites.

Thai farm produce should be pro-
moted on Lazada or Alibaba e-com-
merce platforms, says Finance Minister
Uttama Savanayana.

The mandate comes as local news
reports indicate Mr Uttama, along
with Deputy Prime Minister Somkid
Jatusripitak, deputy secretary-general
of the Prime Minister’s Office Kobsak

Pootrakul and two other ministers
overseeing the Energy Ministry and the
Higher Education, Science and Inno-
vations Ministry, resigned from their
positions yesterday.

Earlier, Mr Uttama, Energy Minis-
ter Sontirat Sontijirawong and Higher
Education, Science and Innovations
Minister Suvit Maesincee said they were
leaving the Palang Pracharath Party that
leads the government coalition.

The BAAC has been ordered to
develop an existing online platform to
become a quality channel to sell farm
produce in the future, said Mr Uttama.

The desired outcome is to enhance
these agricultural products to be sold on

The desired outcome is to enhance
these agricultural products to be sold
on upgraded e-commerce platforms.

UTTAMA SAVANAYANA
Finance Minister

Thai agricultural
products such as
seasonal fruit
and rice are
popular on
Chinese-owned
e-commerce
platforms.

produce

upgraded e-commerce platforms such
as Lazada or Alibaba, he said.

BAAC senior executive vice-presi-
dent Somkiat Kimawaha said the bank's
online trading platform, named A Farm
Mart, is a collaboration between Thai
Agri Business and Information Tech-
nology Group. It was launched last year
with 1,247 products on offer.

Product sales have been tepid
because of the government'’s previous
lockdown measures, said Mr Somkiat.

In addition to the difficulty of cross-
province logistics, waning consumer
purchasing poweris another factor con-
tributing to lacklustre sales of online
farm produce, he said.

The BAAC aims to increase the
number of products on the platform to
1,760 items and hasseta 5-10% increase
inits sales targetfrom last year's tally of
161 million baht.

BAAC officers in each province have
been instructed to expedite area sur-
veys to assess whether products are
compatible with quality standards to
be sold online.

In the past, the best-selling products
have been consumer products such as
brown rice, riceberry, A-brand jasmine
rice and seasonal fruit.
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Headline: 1.9m sign up for domestic travel perk

Clip: Full Color

STIMULUS

1.9m sign up for

domestic

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

More than 1.9 million people signed
up for the “We travel together” tourism
stimulus package as of 6pm on the first
dayofregistration, a scheme devised to
promote local travel as the industry has
been battered by the pandemic.

The registration time, which runs
from 6am to 9pm, will be open via
www.ii uiigadasie.com until the quota
ismet for subsidies of hotel rooms and
e-vouchers, said Lavaron Sangsnit,
director-general at the
Fiscal Policy Office.

The quota is
capped at 5 million
hotel rooms.

Previous lock-

ravel perk

Public health officials are expected
to handle the issue, and there are 76
provinces to visit other than Rayong,
he said.

Participants must be Thai nation-
als with a valid ID card; be aged 18 or
above on the date of registration; must
choose to travel, eat and stay in a prov-
ince other than the province on one's
house registration; and must have a
smartphone that can be registered to
receive travel privileges, accommoda-
tions and other benefits.

Applicants must
also download the
Pao Tang application
to confirm their iden-
tityin the app and will
have to wait for an

down measures and The registfation SMS message to con-
fions on mbound  Process went witintresdam,
international flights Smﬂﬂthly without The government
have taken a toll on will subsidise 5 mil-
earnings among tour- any server lion nights of hotel
ism operators and Cl'aShes_ accommodation at
related parties. 40% of normal room
il1 Flere _were]:( 4569 I_AVARU" SAHGSNIT rfx(';es],. w'ithdthegs:]lrli(;
million trips taken by : : sidy limited to 3,
Thais during the first leﬂ[:m[ QEﬂefﬁ[. baht per night for up

six months, down
59.5% year-on-year,
with a 61.3% dip in
tourism revenue to
207 billion baht, accordingto data from
the Tourism and Sports Ministry.

The registration process went
smoothly without any server crashes
as the system is based on the reg-
istration process of www.ii1lifinf.
com (“Nobody will be left behind” in
Thai), allowing self-employed people
to register to receive financial aid, said
Mr Lavaron.

There was a minor problem with
delays on receiving a one-time pass-
word to enter for the registration pro-
cess, with only a handful of people
experiencing this issue, he said.

The scheme is not expected to
be affected by recent news indicat-
ing an Egyptian soldier, confirmed to
be infected with the virus, who was
found to have visited shopping malls
in Rayong province, said Mr Lavarorn.
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Fiscal Policy (ffice

to five nights. Tourists
will be responsible
for the other 60%.

Subsidies for other
services, including food, are capped
at 600 baht per room per night. The
subsidised tourist facilities must be
outside the tourists’ home provinces
to qualify. The subsidies are limited to
40% of actual expenses, with tourists
paying the rest.

The subsidy will be transferred into
Pao Tang accounts after registrants
check into the registered hotel accom-
modations by 5pm every day.

When tourists travel by airlines, the
government will refund 40% of the
ticket price, but no more than 1,000
baht per seat and the quota is limited
to 2 million seats.

Travellers must book and pay the full
ticket price through airlines’ websites
first. The government will later issue
refunds on the 15th and the 30th of
the month.
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