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Headline: Prawit accepts invite to lead PPRP

-_ N — —

Deputy Prime Minister and PPRP chief strategist Prawit Wongsuwon, centre, holds hands with PPRP he

invitation to become the party’s new leader.PPRP PUBLIC RELATIONS

POLITICS

Prawit accepts
invite to lead PPRP

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH
WASSANA NANUAM

Deputy Prime Minister Prawit Wong-
suwon has agreed to take up the posi-
tion of Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP)
leader, chief government whip Wirat
Rarttanaset said yesterday.

Gen Prawit accepted the invita-
tion at the Five Provinces Bordering
Forest Forest Preservation Project
(East Region) inside the 1st Infantry
Regiment, King's Guards on Vibhavadi
Rangsit Road in Bangkok.

The invitation was delivered by Mr
Wirat, along with PPRP heavyweights,
including Industry Minister Suriya

Jungrungreangkit, Justice Minister
Somsak Thepsutin, Education Min-
ister Nataphol Teepsuwan, Deputy
Finance Minister Santi Promphat,
Digital Economy and Society Minister
Buddhipongse Punnakanta and Deputy
Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister
Thamanat Prompow.

“Gen Prawit has already accepted
[the invitation]” Mr Wirat said,
adding he told the party’s key figures
to be united and work together from
now on.

Media reports have been speculating
that Gen Prawit will replace Finance
Minister Uttama Savanayana as the
leader of the core party in the governing

News ID: C-200623001002 (23 Jun 20/05:26)
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coalition since 18 PPRP executives
resigned on June 1, paving the way for
the election of the new executives.

Gen Prawit’s appointment as PPRP
leaderis expected to help end the power
struggle which has been brewing within
the core coalition party over cabinet
seats. Once the situation improves, a
reshuffle is expected to take place.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha
said that before Gen Prawit accepted
the invitation, Gen Prawit had promised
thatif he really has to become the new
PPRP leader, he will try his very best to
carry out his duties.

As for the anticipated cabinet reshuf-
tle, Gen Prayut said while there will
not be a cabinet shake-up for the time
being, this doesn’t necessarily mean
there won't be any later.

Gen Prayut said he will only consider
cabinet reshuffle proposals which are
formally made by a coalition partner,
not by political cliques.
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FINANCE

BoT chief application to be extended

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The application deadline for the Bank
of Thailand's next governor is likely to
be extended after a selection commit-
tee determined four applicants was
not enough.

Whether the application period
will be reopened and for howlong are
topics of discussion for the commit-
tee’s meeting scheduled for June 25,
said Rangsan Sriworasart, the selec-
tion committee chairman.

The number of external applicants
now is too few, with only two, so an
extension would allow outsiders who
are competent to apply for the central
bank's governor position, he said.

In comparison, there were 5-6
applicants in the previous application

The number of
external applicants
is too few.

RANGSAN SRIWORASART
Selection commitiee
chairman, BoTl

for central bank governor.

Local media reported central
bank deputy governors Mathee
Supapongse and Ronadol Num-
nonda applied for the top job, while
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ex-head of institutional business at
Ayudhya JF Asset Management Tong-
jai Thanachanan and former chief
investment officer and head of fixed
income at Ayudhya |F Asset Manage-
ment Suchart Techaposai are exter-
nal applicants.

Mrs Tongjai is a former invest-
ment officer at the central bank and
Mr Suchart former senior invest-
ment dealer there. Ayudhya JF Asset
Management was renamed Krungsri
Asset Management.

Mr Rangsan said itis not a require-
ment that the selection committee
must propose the shortlisted candi-
dates to the finance minister 90 days
before the outgoing governor's term
will end.

If the application deadline is

extended, the appointment will be
completed before incumbent gover-
nor Veerathai Santiprabhob's tenure
expires at the end of September.

Mr Veerathai recently announced
he would not apply for a second term
after his five-year tenure expires.

According to tradition, the com-
mittee must name at least two short-
listed candidates and propose them to
Finance Minister Uttama Savanayana,
who will forward his pick for the next
governor to the cabinet for approval.

Mr Rangsan said if the commit-
tee meeting decides not to extend
the application deadline, applicants
are scheduled to present their vision
on June 29 and the committee will
submit a list of the shortlisted candi-
dates by July 2.
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