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Move for blanket
cheques dismissed

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Finance Ministry has shrugged
off proposals made by 20 parliament
members from three coalition par-
ties, saying the monthly 5,000-baht
assistance cannot be handed out to all
households as some are not affected by
the pandemic.

A blanket cash handout is impracti-
cal as certain segments are not suffering
and do not need the benefit, said Fiscal
Policy Office (FPO) director-general
Lavaron Sangsnit.

There were 28 million applicants for
the handout as of April 17, though that
figure has fallen to 23.5 million after
repeated registration transactions
were removed.

Of the total 23.5 million registrants,
21.1 million have already been screened
against the Provincial Administration
Department'’s database, which is the
primary screening,.

Of applicants, 1.8 million failed to
meet criteria based on the department’s
data and the remainder are being
screened, he said.

Among the 21.1 million applicants,
6.3 million are requested to provide
additional information and another
10.6 million were rejected.

Mr Lavaron said 6 million out of the
10.6 million rejected applicants were
identified as farmers.

As of midday vesterday, he said
740,000 sought to appeal through the
registration website.

Twenty MPs from three coalition
parties submitted a letter to Finance
Minister Uttama Savanayana yester-
day calling for the ministry to alter
cash giveaway methods by replacing
the financial assistance to qualified
applicants with handing out money
to all households excluding those with
members who are salaried employees,
civil servants or wealthy.

The move came after complaints
from many people who were denied
the handout.

After stripping out families that have
salaried workers, state officials or are
wealthy, around 10 million out of the
20 million households should receive
10,000 baht a month and the total
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A blanket cash
handout is
impractical as
certain segments
are not suffering
and do not need
the benefit.

LAVARON SANGSNIT
Directorgeneral, FPO

budget will be 600 billion for six months
of aid, said Theptai Saenpong, an MP
from the Democrat Party.

The Finance Ministry already has
a plan to help 9 million farm house-
holds and only 1 million families will
be added if the proposed method is
implemented, he said.

MPs from Chart Pattana and Bhum-
jaithai parties also joined the fray.

Mr Theptai said another option
is offering 5,000 baht per month for
either three or six months to those aged
at least 18 who have bank deposits of
under 100,000 baht.

The current cash handout practice
could lead to problems as those who
have not received the assistance would
cry foul as the pandemic wreaks havoc
on a wide scale, he said.

Mr Theptai said the cash handout
is an urgent measure as thousands of
people, particularly those living hand to
mouth, must be forced to stop working
orlose their jobs as business closures to
comply with the government's social
distancing practice.

The 20 MPs also voiced concerns
about a royal decree on the 500-bil-
lion-baht soft loans, saying the lend-
ing criteria commercial banks will use
remains unclear and the criteria vary
between banks.
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