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Headline: Ministry scraps ‘cash gift’ plan

Clip: Black/White

Ministry scraps

The Finance Ministry yesterday scrapped the
proposed “cash gifts” for low-income earn-
ers to help cushion the impact of Covid-19.

The decision came shortly after Prime
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha announced
earlier in the day that the proposal was on
hold and would not be forwarded for cabinet
consideration today.

Fiscal Policy Office director Lawan Saeng-
sanit said other measures are enough to
support the economy over the next three to
four months.

Energy Minister Sontirat Sontijirawong
said yesterday the ministry would today
submit a list of suggested measures to alle-
viate hardship caused by Covid-19 to the
cabinet. They would include the return of

News ID: C-200310001005 (10 Mar 20/05:16)
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‘cash gift’ plan

the home electricity meter deposit to 21 mil-
lion households and a temporary reduction
in electricity rates.

Energy policymakers yesterday approved
a44-billion-baht budget to help reduce costs
for lower-income earners, businesses, hotels
and resorts affected by the outbreak.

The Energy Policy Administration Com-
mittee (Epac), chaired by Mr Sontirat, said
measures involve three segments.

Households will have their meter deposits
returned, totalling 30 billion baht nationwide
currently kept by the Provincial Electricity
Authority (PEA) or Metropolitan Electricity
Authority (MEA).

The deposits range from 300 to 6,000 baht
per meter. Epac also approved extending
the bill payment window from 45 days to six
months, for bills issued in April and May.
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REVENUE

Pure alcohol
tax gets pro
tem waiver

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI

The Excise Department has temporarily
exempted tax levied on pure alcohol
while the government has unlocked the
requirement to free 3 million litres of
alcohol left over from energy usage to
encourage the manufacture of alcohol-
based hand sanitisers to meet strong
demand amid Covid- 19 fears.

The tax exemption only applies to
pure alcohol used to produce hand san-
itiser free of charge to the public, said
Patchara Anuntasilpa, director-general
of the department.

At present, the agency levies one
baht per litre for pure alcohol, while
three groups — the state-owned Liquor
Distillery Organisation, those who pro-
duce B0-degree alcohol or above, and
ethanol producers for fuel — use pure
alcohol in Thailand.

Only state agencies and those veri-
fied by state units are qualified to pro-
duce free alcohol-based hand sanitis-
ers, he said.

The tax waiver will run until Sept 30,
but it could be extended if the corona-
virus outbreak is not contained, said

People buy hand sanifiser and alcohol at a state-run drugstore at the Medical
Services Department in Nonthaburi. PATTARAPONG CHATPATTARASILL

Mr Patchara.

He said the Excise Department will
ask for 300,000 litres of pure alcohol
from local manufacturers to give one
litre to each person at excise offices
across the country.

“There is not a shortage of alcohol-
based hand sanitiser, but we issued the
announcement as a precaution to cut
costs and enable people to use hand
sanitiser to prevent Covid-19,” said Mr
Patchara.

There are 26 ethanol manufactur-
ing plants with a combined produc-
tion capacity of 7 million litres a day
in Thailand, of which four are used to
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supply for fuel consumption.

“Alcohol demand in other indus-
tries, including for hygiene and clean-
ing products has surged, so the Finance
and Energy ministries jointly agreed to
allow 3 million litres of alcohol left over
from energy usage to produce alcohol
for sanitisers,” he said.

The measure supports not only etha-
nol manufacturers but also farmers who
grow sugar cane and cassava, which are
used as raw materials for ethanol, said
Mr Patchara. The Energy Ministry con-
tinues to manage supply and demand
of local ethanol and avoid an impact
on the country’s energy sector, he said.
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