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Section: Business/NATIONAL

Date: Friday 28 February 2020

No: -

Ad Value: 44,380

Bangkok Post

Page: B1(Top Right), B2
PRValue (x3): 133,140

Volume: -
Col.Inch: 31.70

Headline: FPO: January results mixed

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,400

Clip: Full Color

MIXED SIGHALS

‘Ecanomiz data wem varied in Janoary, with
grirath In palvake consomplion mrd argarts
bat hepiit inwestmant., the FPO says. B2

FPO: January results mixed

Economy signalled
gains de_s_ _[:rite virus

WICHIT CHANTANUSORNSIRI
SOMRUED| BANCHONGDUAMNG

Thai eoongmic data werne mixed in Jan-
wary, with grewthin private consaop-
thon and exposrts bat tepid investment,
wihile the impact of the cormnavirug
othreak could be seen starthng late
EASE rrgemitly, says  serior odlicial an che
Fscal Policy Qffice (FPO ),

The econcmy showed signs ol
improvernent, led by expor and
prrivate imoestmeent particukrly
i durable gpods, as seen by o 0.4
FEREOI-VEar incregse in passenger
car sales and a narrower contriction
of neay pegistered mmotorevebes o 0,25,
year-an-year after a 17.3% plunge in
Cecembern sald Wittipong |imung-
sakul. deputy director-general of
ihe Fi.

Farmer income expanded b Jam-
ary o ising Facm product prices

Export value in dollar terms
reversed cowrqe in the fist month
af A0, up 34% from o vear earlier,
dirbven by growth In shigments of fuel

and ore, electricapplinnees, and apri-
cultura] procdnces,

Aocordbng o a breakdown by key
trading partners, merchandise ship-
ping to the U5, China and five Asean
countries grew by 8.9%, 522% and 3.0%
respectively from a vear ago, bt the
s category of exports to Australi,
Hong Kong and Africa contimed
ta shrink,

Lt vl fell bey 7.9% from a year
earller, leaving o trade defickof 5516
hillion in Enwary.

The number of forelgn tourlst amriv-
s s by 25% yearon-year to 381
million I lnnuary, Bus the impact of
the corsnavirus outhreak stacted to
bie felr, o5 wimessed by a 37% vear
on-year chrop in the number of Chi-
niese arrvals.

Value- il ead i on goods amd ser
vice purchases, a progy of domestic
consumprion, fell by 0.4% year-on-
yeur while consumer conlicdenc in
the ecanmmy felf on virus coneems,

The FIME which et its forecast [or
M GDE groawth o 2.8% kst month
Erom 5.3% seen earlien b et 10 reviow
its eopnomic outlook again in April,

The Matioasa] Economic arwd Social
Development Councll lase week
whrshedd s lorecast For 205 ecomomic

prowth o 1.5-2.5% from the 2 7%-3.7%

range soen lest Movember, while the
Bank of Thailamd i3 poised o review
its growwth estimate of 2, 8% in Manch.

Meamwhibe, the Bank of Thailand
is mvomitorErg the virus epidemic mnd
jrining forces with the Thai Bankers'
Assockation i assess the bmpoet and
beed up securiry (o ensere that finan
clitl services permdn undisrupted. said
Mawaroen Dejsuyvan, assisiant governor
for financial institusions policy,

The entral bank has talked with
financial Insttudons about puldelines
and memmnes io feckle the spreading
virus, she sadd.

Kasikornbank, for exa m|'|EE'_. has
installed thoermal maging cameras
at four key branches — Rat Burana,
Phahon Yothin, Chaemg Watth ana and
Silom — and ai the EIETG Building to
chieck the bady temperanere of thoss
entering the properties.
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